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PREFACE. 

HOUGH  ecery  Reign  fnicc  the 
Reformation  has  frodticd  AUs 
of  Parliament  for  taking  Care  of 
the  T^oor^  yet^  hy  one  Means  or 
other ^  the  good  Intentions  of  the 
Legi/lature  ha^ve  heen^  in  a  great  7neajiire^  de- 
feated. 

^he  Laws  which  prefcrihed  employing  the 
Toor^  promised  fairefi  for  eafing  the  ^Pithlick^ 
as  they  offer  d  a  Cure  for  Idlenefs^  the  great 
Catife  and  Fuel  of  Poverty ;  hut  the  Execution 
of  thofe  Laws  has  heen  greatly  difcouraged  hy 
the  T>ifficulties  attending  the  fetting  the  Tocr 
to  work  :  For  hy  that  Time  the  Materials  fir 
imploying  them^  the  Wajie^  and  the  Charge  of 
Injiru'iicrs  were  paid  for^  the  Managers^  whe- 
ther puhlick  or  private  J  were  generally  hr  ought 
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into  T)eht^  and  had  a  ^jqft  deal  of  T!roiihIe^  hit 
no  T^hanks  for  their  Tains. 

T*he  Failure  of  moji  Attempts  for  imploying 
the  Toor^  has  been  generally  owing  to  the  ex- 
peUing  too  much  Trcffit  from  their  Labour : 
for^  alas  !  what  great  Gains  can  be  hop^d  for^ 
fro7n  old  J  infirm  People  ^  who  are  paft  Labour  ^ 
or  young  zmexperienced  Chitdreny  who  ham 
every  L'hing  to  learn  ? 

Many  TariJJoes  therefore  have  of  late  been  fo 
wife^  as  to  be  at  the  whole  Expence^  which 
may  be  cccafiond  by  any  T)eficiency  in  the 
Troduce  of  the  Labour  of  the  Toor;  taking 
Care^  at  the  fame  lime^  that  they  Jl:>ould  be 
nnder  the  T)ireUion  of  Terfons  they  can  confide 
in  for  a  frugal  Management. 

Jndj  wherever  Tloufes  have  been  hired  or 
built,  as  the  *  An  of  the  9  th  of  X.GEORGE 
direUs^  for  gathering  the  'Poor  into  one  or  mote 
Families^  and  fetting  them  to  Worky  tinder  the 
InfpeUion  of  honeft  Manager s^  the  refpeUiv'e 
Tarifloes  have  found  {as  may  be  feen  in  the  M- 
fiances  colMred  in  the  following  Treatife,)  ^nofi:, 
if  not  ally  the  Advantages  following  ^  viz. 
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Wants^  which  are  now  much  letter  pro- 
mded  for  in  all  Refpccis^  loth  for  their 
Souls  and  "Bodies^  than  when  they  livd  on 
common  "Beggings  or  in  a  miferahk  ndnotis 
Cottage^  not  knowing  where  to  get  the  next 
Meal  for  themfehes  or  their  Children. 

Befidc  thefc  Jdoantages^  the  introducing 
among  the  Toor^  Habits  of  Sobriety,  Obedience, 
and  Induftry,  will  fe cure  any  Tariflo  from  an 
'Entail  of  Poverty  and  Idlenefs,  and  lay  fuch  a 
foundation  for  the  ftittire  Comfort  of  their 
7oor^  as  will  make  them  tifeful  to  one  another^ 
and  not  a  little  beneficial  to  the  Tithhch 


A    N 


(v) 

200I.  per  Annum  of  the  Toors  RateSy 
mder  frugal  Managements  after  a  Hctife 
and  neceffary  Jccommcciations  are  pro- 
mdedy  Jhall  go  further  in  keeping  comfort- 
ably one  or  more  large  families  of  Toor^ 
than  3  or  400 1.  per  Annum,  diflrihuted 
to  the  like  Numher  of  Toor  when  they  live 
difpersd. 

'All  friendlefs  Orphans ^  and  Children  of  the 
^oor^  are  in  thefe  Hotifes  happily  provided 
for^  and  pat  in  a  Way  of  being  a  ^lef 
fing^  injiead  of  a  burden  to  their  Country. 

J<[o  Vagabond  Toor  dare  come  into^  or  fiay 
long  in  a  Tariflo^  where  fiich  a  Hottfe  is 
ereUed, 

lihe  Utiles  of  goz'erning  fuch  an  Hottfe^  tho 
notJiriEier  than  what  are  common  in  all 
regular  Families^  oblige  the  Toor  to  keep 
good  Hours ;  to  refrain  [pending  their 
little  Gains  in  ^randy-Shcps  and  Jk^ 
Jloufes^  to  the  T)eJiru^ion  of  their  Health; 
to  be  mutually  afjijiing  to  each  other  in 
^icknefs,  or  mtder  the  Infirmities  of  Age  ,• 
to  amid  the  Tempt  at  icns  of  Tilfering  and 
Jlouje-breaking:,    in  order    to  jt'ppk  their 
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ACCOUNT 


OF    THE 


Work-Houfe  in  "BifJooffgate-fireet, 
LONT>ON. 


OON  after  the  defloration,  \n  the 
T3th  and  14  th  Years  of  the  Reign 
of  King  Charles  II.  An  Ad  of  Par- 
liament paft,  entkuled,  till  Sit  fO? 

m  bEttei  Eelicf  of  m  poo?  of 

tfit.^  SilnpOm  \  wherein,  among 
other  Things,  Provifion  was  made 
for  forming  one  or  more  Corpora- 
tions, in  the  Cities  of  London  and  Weflminfter^  And  for 
Erefting  and  Governing  fuch  Work-Houle,  or  Work- 
Honfes,  as  flioiild  be  Erefted  for  employing  the  Pooi^ 
of  thofe  Cities,  according  to  the  Intent  and  Meaning  of 
the  faid  Aft. 

The  Calamities  of  the  Plague,  and  Burning  of  the 
City  of  London,  dec.  delay 'd  the  good  Eifc^is  of  this 
A£t,  till  after  the  Peace  of  Ryfwkhj  when,  in  the  Year 
i^p8,   Jfril  the  4  th,  in  Order  to  put  the  faid  hVc  in 

B  Execution, 


C    2    ] 

Execiiticn,  a  Corporation  was  form'd,  conllfling  of  the 
Lord  Mayor  for  the  Time  being  as  Prelident,  the  Al- 
dermen tor  the  Time  being,  together  with  fifty  two 
Citizens,  chofen  by  the  Common-Council,  to  be  Af- 
fiftants  ^  and  the  faid  Prefident  and  Alliftants,  elefted  a 
Depitty-Prefidentj  and  Treafurer,  as  the  faid  Ad  dire£ts. 
And  for  laying  a  Foundation  of  fo  good  a  Work,  a 
Supply  was  granted  in  December  following,  by  an  A^t  of 
the  Common-Council. 

In  ^ugi/fl  1(599,  the  Corporation  took  a  Houfe  In 
Bijhoffgate'ftreet^2,ndi  were  at  gr^at  Charges  in  building 
and  litting  the  fame  up  for  a  V/ork-Houfe  ^  into  which 
they  received  from  the  Church- Wardens  fuch  Children 
as  were  a  Charge  to  the  feveral  Parities,  they  paying  a 
Weelily  Allowance  toward  their  Maintenance. 

In  November  1700,  they  began  to  receive,  on  the 
Keefer^s  Side^  Vagabonds  and  flurdy  Beggars  ^  and  thus 
they  proceeded,  by  degrees  ^  it  being  impradicable  to 
execute  all  Parts  of  the  Ad  at  once. 

The  Corporation,  according  to  the  Title  of  the 
Ad,  beginning  with  the  Relief  of  ths  Toor^  and  taking  in 
poor  Children,  whofe  Keceflities  People  are  commonly 
mofi:  apt  to  pity,  the  good  Fruit  that  was  likely  to  be 
produced  firom  the  Education  of  llich  Children,  and 
bringing  them  up  to  Labour,  raised  up  many  Benefadors^ 
and  in  OUober  1701,  the  Corporation  admitted  Children 
upon  the  following  Terms  *,  every  Benefador  that  con- 
tributed 25/.  was  allow'd  to  recomm.end  a  Child, 
and  in  a  fliort  time  after  the  fetting  up  this  Work- 
Houfe,  the  fame  was  regulated  and  adapted  to  the 
feveral  good  Ends  and  Purpofes  of  the  Ad  of  Parliament. 

This  Management  was  approved  by  the  Common-^ 
Council,  and  a  fecond  Supply  granted  in  1702^  and 
the  feveral  Orders  touching  the  Matters  aforefaid, 
were .  confirm'd,  and  made  By-Laws.  But  after- 
wards in  November  1708,  it  Was  order'd,  that  no 
Child,  altlio'  born  V\^ithin  the  City  of  London^  and 
Liberties  thereof,  fhould  be  received  from  any  Bene- 
fador, giving  a  leis  Sum  than  50/.  yet,,  that  the  Cha- 
rity might  not  be  too  ftridly  confined,  it  was  further 
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order'd,  that  any  Benefa^lor  giving  70/.  might  put  In 
a  Child  from  what  Place  he  thought  jfit. 

The  Koufe  is  divided  into  two  Parts,  one  calfd 
the  Steward^ s  Side  *,  and  the  other,  the  Keeper's  Side  : 
In  the  Steward'' s  Side^  poor  Children  are  taken  in  from 
Benefaftors,  giving  50  or  70/.  as  beforemenLion'd  ^ 
and  thefe  Children  are  by  that  Mean?,  with  their 
Labour,  rather  a  Profit  than  Charge  to  the  Ploufe. 
On  this  Side  are  alfo  taken  in  fuch  Children,  as  arc 
a  Charge  to  the  feveral  Pariilies  of  this  City  and 
Liberties  to  which  they  belong,  and  all  of  them  rcH- 
gioufly  educated,  according  to  the  Church  of  England^ 
and  employed  in  fpinnlng  Wool,  or  Flax,  or  elle  in 
fewing  or  knitting.  They  are  dieted  and  cloath'd, 
and  duly  taken  Care  of  in  Sicknefs  by  Phyficians, 
Surgeons,  and  Apothecaries,  belonging  to  the  Houfe  ; 
they  are  alfo  taught  to  read,  write,  and  caft  Ac- 
compts,  whereby  they  are  qualify'd  for  Services,  and 
honeft  Ways  of  Livelihood. 

In  the  other  Part,  call'd  the  Kecfer^s  Side,  Vaga- 
bonds, Beggars,  Pilferers,  lewd,  idle,  and  diforderly 
Perfons,  committed  by  any  two  of  the  Goveinours, 
have  fuch  Relief  as  is  proper  for  them;  and  are 
imploy'd  in  beating  Hemp  for  Twine-Spinners,Kemp- 
DrefTers,  Linnen  -  Weavers,  Shoemakers,  and  other 
Trades  ^  as  al'^  ni  picking  Oakum,  and  w^afhing  Lin- 
nen for  the  Children  in  the  Steward's  Side. 

In  the  Year  171 3,  This  Howie,  by  reafon  of  fom.e 
tmhappy  DiffcLences,  was  brought  under  great  Dif- 
couragements  j  but,  by  the  Interpofition  and  good 
Offices  of  fome  worthy  Citizens,  it  was  kept  up; 
and  has  been  ever  lince  under  fo  prudent  a  Ma- 
nagement, that  by  a  Series  of  Benefactions,  the 
Weekly  Allowances,  which  were  about  Ten  Years 
ago  Two  Shillings  and  Six-fence  a  Week  for  each 
Child  put  in  by  the  refpedive  Parifhes  within  the* 
Liberties  of  the  City  of  London^  were  afterwards 
i?educ'd  to  Two  Shillings  a  Week,  and  are  now  Eighteen- 
fence  a  Week,   for  maintaining   and  teaching  every 
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Child  put  in  by  any  Church- warden  of  the  Pariihes 
aforelaid  *,  and  'tis  liop'd  in  time,  by  the  Acceffion 
of  BenefaftionSj  the  Charge  may  be  reduced  much 
more. 

And  tho'  the  Ad:  of  Parliament  for  fupporting  this 
Houfcj  -  requires  the  Common-Council  of  the  City  of 
London^  upon  a  Certificate  from  the  Corporation,  of 
their  Want  of  a  Supply,  to  levy  the  lame  on  the 
Citizens  from  tim.e  to  time,  not  exceeding  one  Year's 
Rate  for  the  Relief  of  the  Poor  ^  yet  in  ten  Years  paft, 
there  has  been  only  half  a  Tax  levied,  amounting 
to  2300,  or  2400  pounds,  which  was  wholly  laid 
out  in  building  of  the  Prilon-part,  the  Chappel,  and 
other  Accommodations  for  the  Houfe. 

The  Work- houfe  (exclufive  of  the  Chappel  and 
Prifon-part )  contains  above  200  feet  in  length,  has 
three  Room.s  one  over  another,  about  1 50  feet  in 
length ;  the  lov^'cft  of  which  is  the  Work-Room  for 
Boys,  the  fecond  for  Girls,  and  the  third  Room 
has  two  Wards  for  lodging  the  Boys.  The  Girls 
Ward  is  over  the  Chappel,  which  feparates  the 
,Work-Houfe  from  ^Iie  Prifbn-lide. 

There  are  now  93  Eoys,  and  50  Girls,  in  all  143 
Children,  taught,  cloath'd,  and  m.aintain'd  in  this 
Houfe  :  The  Work  they  are  imploy'd  in,  is  fpinning 
of  Jerfey,  but  confidering  that  20  or  30  Boys  are 
ccnftantiy  attending  by  turns,  in  the  Reading  and 
Writing  Schools,  about  tvv'o  Hours  every  Day,  Sun- 
days excepted,  v;hat  they  earn  being  about  Two- 
fence  a  Day  each  Child,  does  little  more  than  pay 
the  Charge  of  the  Mafier  of  the  Chiidrens  Work,  the 
Under-teachers,  the  Wheels,  and  Wafle  they  make. 
That  out  of  the  Girls,  there  are  ten  by  Turns  kept  at 
the  Reading  and  Sewing  School,  for  making  up  and 
mending  the  Linnen  for  the  Boys  and  thcmfelves  ;>  and 
about  the  fame  Number  are  alfo  by  Turns  imploy'd 
in  knitting  and  footing  the  Chiidrens  Stockings,  and 
the  reft  are  imployed  in  fpinning:  So  that  about  85 
Whe^/s  ferve  for  both  Boys  and  Girls, 
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Note,  Thefe  Wheels  are  bonglic  in  Old  Bedlam^  for 
Sixteen-^cnce  a-piece  *,  and  ei[^ht  Reels  bought  there 
at  the  liime  Price,  ferve  the  Hciile. 

A  Gentleman  in  Sfittle-fieldsy  concern'd'^in  the  Weav- 
ing Trade,  finds  the  Wool  ready  comb'd  that  imploys 
.he  Children,  and  takes  off  the  Yarn  when  fpnn  at  a 
Penny  per  Skain,  whether  fine  or  coarfe,  each  Skain 
::ontaining  240  Threads  or  Turns  round  the  Reel. 


The  following  is  a  Bill  of  Fare  for  every  Week  : 


Sunday 
Monday 
Tuefday 
Wednefday 

Thurfday 

Friday 
Saturday 


Breakfafl, 
Bread   and 

Beer 
Beef-Broth 

Bread  &  But- 
ter or  Cheefe 
Ditto 

Ditto 

Beef  Broth 
Bread  8c  But- 
ter or  Cheefe 


Dinner. 
Beef  and  Broth 

Peafe-Porridge 

Rice-MIIk 

PIumb-Dump- 
lins 
^Beef  and  Broth 
Barley-Broth 
Milk-Porridge 


Supper. 
Bread  6c  But- 
ter or  Cheefe 
Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 


In   Summer-time^    Teafe,    Eeans^    Greens^    and  Rocts  ars 
alloxvdy  as  the  Seafon  affords  them. 

The  Children  attend  Prayers  twice  every  Day  in 
the  Chappel  •,  and  the  fturdy  Beggars,  and  loofe 
People,  who  are  now  in  Number  about  <5o,  attend 
there  in  a  Place  by  themfelves. 

By  the  Account  of  this  Work-Houfe,  publiili'd  at 
Eafter  1725,  it  appears,  that  there  have  been,  fince 
the  Year  1701,  educated,  difcharg'd,  and  plac'd  forth 
Apprentices 

To  Officers  of  Ships,  to  Trades,  and7       o 

to  Services  in  feveral  good  Families,  j      ' 
And  in  the  fame  time  there  have  been  / 
receiv'd   and    difcharg'd,    of  fturdy >  122(^5 
Vagabonds,  Beggars,  c^r.  n^    3 
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An   Account   of  the  Worh^Houfe   in 

St.  GilesV  Cripplegate. 


TH  E  Succefs  of  the  London  Work-houfe,  and  the 
Work-houfes  in  other  Places,  lately  erefted 
for  Employing  the  Poor,  has  encouraged  the  Church- 
Wardens  and  Overfeers  of  the  Poor,  in  the  Lordihip 
and  Liberty  of  St.  Giles  Cripplegatey  where  they  arc 
very  numerous,  to  build  an  Houfe  for  receiving  and 
employing  them. 

This  Houfe  is  a  commodious  new  Brick  Building, 
on  a  Piece  of  Ground  in  Bunhill-Fields,  leas'd  of  the 
City  for  6i  Years,  at  the  Rate  of  20  /.  per  Annum 
Ground-Rent :  The  Charge  of  the  Building  was 
rais'd  by  Subfcription  •,  and  the  Houfe  was  open'd  at 
the  Clofe  of  the  Year  1724,  with  about  30  Men, 
Women  and  Children,  who  are  employed  in  picking 
of  Oakum. 

The  Government  of  it  is  in  the  Hands  of  two 
Church- Wardens,  four  Overfeers  of  the  Poor,  twelve 
Truftees,  and  thefe  Gentlemen  have  appointed  a  Ma- 
Her  and  Miftrefs  to  live  in  the  Houfe,  and  take  Care 
for  Managing  the  Stock  of  Provifions  and  Materials 
laid  in  for  Feeding  and  Employing  the  Poor  in  the 
moll  frugal  Manner,  according  to  the  following  Rules, 

'BdiUs  and  Orders  to  he  chfert'ed  hy  the  Mafter 
and  Mifirefs  of  this  Houfe. 

I.  That  the  Mafter  keep  a  juft  Account  of  all  Pro- 
vifions received  into  the  Houfe,  and  what  is  each  Day 
expended,  and  hew  many  Perfons  provided  for. 

IL  That  he  keep  an  Account  of  all  Work  re- 
ceived, what  is  delivered  to  each  Perfon  each  Day, 
and  what  re<:eiv'd  back,    in  Order  to  know  their 

Earn- 
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Earnings,  and  to  give  an  Account  to  the  Truftees 
for  the  Time  being,  or  to  whom  they  ihall  appoint  to 
infpe£l  the  Accounts,  that  they  may  know  the  Dif^ 
burlements  of  the  Houfe,  and  alio  the  Earnings. 

Hi.  That  the  Mailer  and  Millrefs  take  Care  that 
the  Poor  be  kept  to  Work,  from  Lady-Day  to  Mi- 
chaelmoi^  from  6  in  the  Morning  to  7  in  the  Even- 
ing ^  and  from  Michaelmas  to  Lady-Day  from  7  to 
5,  and  that  they  rife  by  5,  and  go  to  Bed  by  9, 
the  Summer  half  Year,  and  the  Winter  half  Year  by 
6y  and  go  to  Bed  by  8. 

IV.  That  they  take  Care  the  Provilionsbe  cleanly 
and  well  done,  and  that  all  Perfons  have  fheir  Al- 
lowance at  thefe  Hours,  viz.,  Breakfaft  at  9,  and 
half  an  Hour's  Time  to  eat  the  fame  *,  Dinner  at  i, 
and  an  Hour's  Time  allowed  them  ^  their  Supper  in 
the  Summer  half  Year  at  7,  and  in  the  Winter  at 
6 ;  and  the  Perfons  that  have  not  done  their  Day's 
Work  by  Supper,  that  they  work  after  to  finifh 
the  fame. 

V.  That  the  Matter  fee  all  the  Men  and  Boys 
Candles  out  each  Kight,  and  the  Miflrefs  the  fame 
by  the  Women  and  Girls. 

VI.  That  the  Miflrefs  take  Care  of  the  Waihing, 
and  keeping  clean  of  the  Boys  and  Girls,  and  thac 
their  Heads  be  comb'd  every  Day  ;  and  that  ihe 
teach  them,  or  caufe  them  to  be  taught  to  read  : 
And  that  every  Child  have  an  Hour's  Tim.e  allow'd 
them  to  be  inflru8:ed  to  read,  and  alfo  caufe  them 
to  learn  to  fpin,  or  knit,  or  do  fome  other  Bufinefs^ 
to  keep  them  from  Idlenefs. 

VII.  That  if  any  poor  Perfons  refufe  to  work,  b»- 
ing  able,  or  mif-bchave  themfelves  by  fighting,  or 
making  a  Diflurbance,  that  he  or  ihe  be  kept  at  half 
Allowance,  or  upon  Bread  and  Water  •,  and,  at  the 
Expiration  of  two  or  three  Days,  that  he  or  ihe  be 
complained  of  to  fome  Magiflrate,  in  order  to  be  fent, 
to  the  Houfe  of  Correftion. 

VIII.  That  neither  the  Mafler  or  Miflrefs  buy,  fell, 
or  fuffer  any  diflilfd  Liquors  to  come  into,  the  Houfe  \ 

nor 
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nor  any  of  the  Poor  to  fmoak  Tobacco  in  their 
Lodgings,  or  the  Work-Houfe  :  And  when  any  of 
them  are  fick  or  lame,  that  the  Mailer,  and  Miltrefs 
give  Notice  to  the  prelent  Officer,  that  they  may 
have  Care  taken  of  them. 

IX.  That,  on  Wednefdays  and  Fridays  after  Break- 
faft,  the  Mafter  caufe  the  proper  Pfahnsfor  the  Day, 
a  Chapter  in  the  Old  and  New  Teftament,  the  Litany, 
with  other  Prayers  for  the  Day,  to  be  read :  And 
that  every  Sunday  at  9  in  the  Forenoon,  the  fame 
"be  read  *,  and  fuch  as  are  able  to  go  to  Church,  or 
other  Place  of  V/orihip,  that  they  go,  fo  they  return 
in  Time  :  And  in  Cafe  any  of  them  go  to  -"any 
Houfe,  or  are  found  loitering  their  Time  away  in 
the  Fields,  or  begging,  that  the  Officer  have  the 
Offender  fent  to  Bridewell. 

X.  That    the  Mafter  and  Miftrefs  be   under   all 
fuch  Reftriftions  as  ihall  be  thought  neceflary  to  be 
made  by  the  Truftees,   or  the  major  Part  of  them 
for  the  Time  being,  relating  to  the  Poor  and  Work- 
Houfe.    And  the  ^Mafter  and  Miftrefs  be   fubjea-,  if 
required  by  the  faid  Officers,    or  the  major  Part  of 
them,  to  make  an  Affidavit  before  a  Juftice  of  the 
Peace,  that  there  hath  been  no  Wafte  or  Embezzle- 
ment   made  by  them,   nor  by  any  other  Perfon  or 
Perfons,  v/ith  their  Knowledge  or  Confent,  of  any  of 
the  Stores  or  Provilions  committed  to  their  Charge : 
And   in  Cafe   the  Mafter  or  Miftrefs   fhall  not  be 
thought  capable  of  the  Truft,  that  then  it  Ihall  be 
in  the  Power  of  the  faid  Officers  and  Truftees,  or 
the  major  Part  of  them,  upon  Notice  given  to  each 
Officer'  and  Truftee  to  meet  at  a  Time  appointed, 
fignifying  to  each  Perfon   the  Occalion  of  Meeting, 
to  remove  the    faid  Mafter  and  Miftrefs,   either  by 
giving  a  Month's  Warning  to  go  out,    or  otherwife 
to  difcharge   them   immediately,    and  give  them    a 
a  Month's  Salary. 
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Jii  Account  of  the  PFor^Houfe    at 
St.    Mary    White  chappel,   in 
Ay  lilie-Street,  near  Lambeth- 
Street,  Goodman  J  Fields. 

^une  9^  172.5' 

TH  E  Church- Wardens  and  Overfeers  of  the  Poor 
of  this  Parilli,  being  convinc'd  that  the  common 
Method  of  Relieving  them  might  be  much  improv'dj 
for  the  Comfort  of  the  Poor,  and  for  faving  Money 
to  the  Parifh,  proposed  to  the  Veflry  to  make  an  Ex- 
periment of  taking  the  more  neceffitous  Poor  into  one 
Houfe,  where  they  might  be  under  the  Care  of  a  dif- 
creet  Man  and  his  Wife  ^  which  being  agreed  to,  the 
Veftry  added  as  many  other  experienced  Gentlemen  oi 
the  Parifh  to  the  Church-Wardens  and  Overfeers,  as 
made  their  Number  31  Truilees  for  this  Undertaking. 
Thefe  Gentlemen  took  an  Houfe  for  16  Years,  from 
Michaelmas  1724,  and  fitted  it  up  with  two  large 
Rooms,  one  to  work  in,  the  other  to  refreih  in,  a 
Kitchin,  a  WaiTi-Houfe,  an  Apartment  for  the  Stew-- 
ard,  and  4  Wards,  with  Lodgings  for  receiving  130 
Men,  Women,  and  Children,  two  in  a  Bed. 

When  this  was  done,  they  gave  Publick  Notice  to 
the  Upholfterers  and  Salefraen  of  this  and  the  neigh- 
bouring Pariihes,  to  fend  in  Propolals  for  furnilliing 
them,  at  the  cheapeft  Rates,  with  Bedding,  &Ci 
neceffary  for  the  Houfe. 

After  this,  the  Truftees  gave  publick  Notice  to 
all  fuch  as  would  furniflu  them  with  wholefome  Pro- 
rifions  at  the  beft  Rate^  and  thereupon  they  agree4 
with 

A  Breweir,  for  Beer^  at  8^*  a  Barrel^  35  Gallons  to 
t\i%  Barrel 
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A  Baker,  for  Houfliold  Bread,  at  a  penny  a  Pound. 

A  Butcher,  for  Beef,  at  7  Farthings  a  Pound. 

A  Milk-Woman,  for  Milk,  at  10  Quarts  for  a 
Shilling. 

A  Cheefe-Monger,  for  Cheefe,  at  3  ^.  a  Pound  •, 
and  Butter  at  5  ^.  a  Pound. 

They  agreed  alio  with  a  Steward  to  befpeak  Pro- 
vifions,  &c.  daily  or  weekly,  as  wanted,  and  to  keep 
an  Account  ol'  ail  fent  in  by  thefe  Trade fmen,  as  well 
as  other  Expences  of  the  Houfe^  and  that  his  Wife 
fhould  dired  the  Affairs  of  the  Kitchin,  and  keeping 
the  Houle  clean. 

The  Truflees  then  enquir'd  into  the  Circumftances 
of  their  Parilh  Penfioners,  and  gave  Notice  to  the 
moil  helplefs  of  them  to  come  to  this  Houfe,  or  that 
they  would  be  dilcharg'd  from  the  Parifh  Books,  as 
the  Ad  of  Parliament  direfts. 

20  Men  and  Women  from  40  to  80  Years  of  Age,  and 
8  Children,  Boys  and  Girls,  from  4  to  8  Years  old, 
came  into  the  Houfe  ^hont  Lady -Day  1725.  and  more 
are  daily  adding  to  the  Number  -^  while  others  chole 
to  ftruggle  with  their  NeceiUties,  and  to  continue  in 
a  ftarving  Condition,  with  the  Liberty  of  haunting  the 
Brandy-Shops,  and  fuch  like  Houfes,  rather  than 
fubmit  to  live  regularly  in  Plenty. 

KoNE  are  compell'd  to  come  into  this  Houfe,  that 
want  only  a  little  prefent  Relief,  while  they  or  their 
Children  are  under  a  Fit  of  Sicknefs,  or  other  Mil- 
fortunes.  Kor  are  any  of  thole  that  do  come  into 
the  Houfe,  oblig'd  to  work  beyond  their  Strength,  or 
.more  than  is  confifient  with  their  Health  :  And  if  any 
are  fick,  they  are  carefully  nurs'd  by  thofe  that  are 
well,  and  an  Apothecary  finds  the  Houfe  with  all 
neceifary  Medicines  for  ill.  per  Amum.  If  any  are 
deftitute  of  Apparel 5  they  are  provided  at  tlie  Pub- 
lick  Charge,  by  tlie  Truftees.  TheWafliing  is  all 
done  in  the  Houfe,  and  the  Women  make  and  mend 
all  the  Linnen. 

Though 
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Though  much  Profit  could  not  be  expected  from  the 
Labour  of  People,  old  or  infirm,  or  under  Age,  and 
who  were  all  to  learn  the  Bufmefs  they  were  to  be 
impioy'd  in ;  the  Truftees  took  into  Confideratioa 
how  to  fet  them  to  work  in  fome  caty  Bufmefs, 
confiftent  with  their  Strength  and  Unskilfulnefs  ^  and 
refolv'd,  that  they  ihould  work  for  nothing,  for  any 
body  that  would  inftruft  them  to  work  till  their 
Hands  were  in.  Upon  which,  a  Weaver  in  the  Neigh- 
bourhood provided  them  with  Hempen  Thread, 
caird  RuffiaTam^  to  wind  upon  Rills  for  theUfe  of 
the  Sack-cloth  and  Sail-cloth  Weavers. 

So  many  People  work  at  this,  as  wind  off  about 
60  pound  weight  in  a  Day. 

The  fame  Gentleman  finds  5^:^??^  (Pieces  of  old 
Cable)  to  imploy  others  in  picking  Oakum  ^  about 
1 2  work  at  this,  and  pick  about  100  Weight  in  a  Week. 

The  Children  are  imploy'd  in  learning  to  read,  and 
picking  Oakum  :  and  the  reft  in  making  the  Beds, 
and  keeping  the  Houfe  clean. 

The  Weekly  Rill  of  Fare  is  much  the  fame  as  in 
other  Places,  only  they  have  three  Fleih  Days  in  the 
V^eek^  viz,.  SmdaySj  Wednefdays^  and  Fridays. 

The  Steward  is  ailow'd  to  give  each  Peribn  daily, 

I   Pound  of  Bread. 

1  Quart  of  Beer. 

2  Ounces  of  Cheefe,  or  more  if  they  want  it  ^ 
befide  Milk-Porridge,  Peafe-Porridge,  Beef-Broth,  or 
Burgow,  when  they  don't  eat  Flelh. 

On  Fleih-Days,  i  of  a  Pound  of  Beef  is  ailow'd 
each  Perfon  ;  according  to  which  Proportions,  the 
Steward  lays  in  what  is  neceluuy  for  the  Houfe  from 
Day  to  Day,  or  Week  to  Week,  from  the  Trade fmen 
under  Contrail  with  the  Truftees,  and  his  Notes 
for  Provifions  being  given  to  each  Tradefman,  are 
carry'd  to  their  Cafhier,  and  paid  off  at  ftated  Times, 
after  being  compar'd  with  the  Steward's  Book.  By 
which  Method,    it  feems  almoft  impoffible  for  the 

C  2  Steward 
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Steward  or  Tradefmen  to  impofe  upon  the  Truftees, 
or  the  Truflees,  if  they  could  be  ib  inclinM,  upon 
the  Parifhioners.  And  the  great  Humanity  andTen- 
dernefs  with  which  the  Poor,  under  their  Care,  are 
treated,  makes  their  Condition,  in  many  Refpefts, 
more  comfortable  than  fome  of  their  Neighbours. 

Wappiiig  Hamlet,  in  Stepney 

Tarijh. 

June  1725. 

TH  E  Veftry  of  lVappi?7g  Hamlet  taking  into  their 
Coniideration  the  Means  of  imploying  the  Poor, 
and  making  better  Provifion  for  the  truly  neceffi-^ 
tous,  than  had  been  ufually  made,  empowered  the 
Church-Warden,  the  Six  Overleers  of  the  Poor  of 
this  Hamlet,  with  five  other  Gentlemen,  to  ad  as 
Trujflees,  for  ere£ling  or  hiring  a  commodious  Houle 
for  receiving  and  imploying  fuch  Poor  as  fhould  be 
fent  to  it:  Accordingly,  in  the  Year  1723,  they 
hired  and  fitted  up,  with  convenient  Rooms  and 
Chimneys,  a  large  Ware-Houfe  in  yirginla  Street, 
near  RatcUjf- High-Way ^  where 

40  Old  Men  and  Women,  and  about 
20  Children,  are  conveniently  lodg'd,  dieted,  and 
imploy'd  in  picking  of  Oakum  •  by  which  Manage- 
ment fo  much  is  fav'd  to  the  Hamlet,  that  they 
are  enlarging  the  Accommodations  for  receiving  the 
Poor. 

Their  Bill  of  Fare  is  much  as  in  other  Places, 
only  they  have  4  Flefli  Days  in  the  Week,  vi^* 
Sunday Sy  Tuefdays^  Thurfdays^  ^nd  Sawdays, 

Lime- 


Limehoufe  Hamlet,  Stepney. 
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E  R  E  is  a  very  handfome  and  commodious 
JLjL  Brick-Houfe,  built  25  Years  fince,  for  lodging 
the  Poor  of  this  Hamlet,  but  was  not  apply 'd  to 
the  prefent  Ufe,  till  after  the  Aft  of  the  ^th  of  King 
GEORGE  was  pafs'd,  to  encourage  the  fetting  up 
Workhoufes^  when,  by  a  Subfcription  among  the 
principal  hihabitants,  it  was  fitted  up  to  receive  the 
Foor,  and  was  open'd  AycvI  28.  1724. 

The  Number  of  Poor  now  in  it  is  as  follows : 
23  Men  and  Women, 
7  Boys  and  Girls, 

In  all  50. 
Above  half  of  whom  are  unfit  for  Labour,  but  about 
a  dozen  of  them  are  imploy'd  in  picking  Oakum,  at 
which  they  earn  about  4  or  5  Shillings  a  Week  in 
the  whole,  which  is  apply'd  toward  the  Maintenance 
of  the  Houfe» 

iV.  5.  Old  Ropes  are  bought  for  5  s.  the  hundred 
Weight,  and  the  Oakum  is  fold  for  12  j.  the  hun- 
dred Weight. 

The  Steward  of  the  Houfe  is  a  Penfioner  of  the 
Hamlet,  and  is  allow'd  5  /.  4  j.  fer  Annum^  befide  his 
Maintenance  and  Lodging,  &c,  in  the  Houfe.  But 
the  principal  Care  is  in  8  Truftees  and  a  Cafhier, 
fome  of  whom  vific  the  Houfe  conftantly  once,  fome- 
times  twice  a  Week,  buy  Provifions,  and  give  all 
other  neceffary  Directions. 

As  to  Diet,  they  have  Flefh  four  Times  a  Week, 
and  with  it  fuch  Roots  as  are  inSeafoa:    And  the 

Stew- 
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.Steward  having  been  a  Sea-faring  Perlbn,  feeds  them 
after  the  Method  us'd  on  Ship-board  •,  that  is,  by 
joyning  4  of  them  in  a  Mefs,  and  the  Meat  is  boil'd 
in  three  Pound  pieces,  one  of  which  is  a  Mefs  for  4 
Perfons  *,  and  the  fame  Courfe  is  obferved  for  Milk, 
Bread,  Beer,  &c. 

By  this  Means  a  poor  Perfon  is  maintained  at  the 
Rateof  2  J.  10  ^.  or  3  j.  fer  Week,  including  all  petty 
•Disburfements,  and  incidental  Charges,  even  Firing 
and  Lodging  not  excepted,  for  the  Hamlet  pay  10/. 
fer  Annum  Ground-Rent. 

The  Children  in  this  Houfe  are  all  young  and 
helplefs,  and  therefore  are  fent  to  a  School  in  the 
Isleighbourhood,  at  the  publick  Charge,  till  they  are 
S  Years  of  Age  \  and  then  they  are  bound  out  Ap- 
prentices till  the  Age  of  24,  according  to  Aft  of 
Parliament. 

iV.^.  This  Hamlet,  with  fome  Addition,  will  be- 
come a  diftinft  Parifh,  affoon  as  the  Church  now 
building  is  finifh'd. 
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Mile-End,  Old  Town  Hamlet, 

Stepney, 

jf 21726  1725. 

A  Strong  Brick  Building  near  Steamy  Church, 
(formerly  a  Mufick-Houfe  of  no  good  Re- 
pute, and  for  that  Reafon  fupprefsM  by  the  Magi- 
flrates)  was  fitted  up  and  open'd  at  Lady-Day  laft, 
for  receiving  the  Poor  of  this  Hamlet  ^  and  there  are 
now  in  it, 
6  Women, 

12  Boys,  and 
5  Girls, 
who  are  all  im ployed  at  picking  Oakum,  under  the 
Care  of  a  poor  Man  and  his  Wife,  who  are  allow 'd 
5  s»  per  Week  with  their  Lodging  and  Maintenance 
in   the  Houfe. 

The  whole  is  govern'd  by  Six  Truftees,  one  of 
which  at  preient  is  the  Church-Warden  of  the 
Hamlet:  Each  of  them  have  the  Charge  of  the 
Houfe  for  a  Month,  to  buy  Provifions,  vifit  the 
Houfe,  &c. 

They  have  Flefh  three  Times  a  Week :  Their 
Breakfafls  and  Suppers  are  Milk,  and  Bread,  Cheefe 
and  Butter. 

The  Charity-School  for  21  Boys  and  10  Girls  is 
in  the  lower  Part  of  the  Houfe,  and  the  Miftrefs  of 
the  Girls  is  allow'd  an  Apartment  and  Maintenance 
in  the  Houfe  ;  and  fuch  of  the  Children  as  are 
Parifh  Orphans,  are  fet  to  Work,  as  well  as  taught 
to  read  and  write. 

N'  B.  Befoke  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Hamlet 
pitch'd  upon  this  Method,  they  had  upwards  of 
70  Poor,  who  received  Penfions  ^  but  all  of  them, 
except  fix  Women,  have  chofe  at  prefent  to 
fubfift  by  their  own  Induftry,  rather  than  come 
into  the  Houfe. 
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Ratcliff-Hamlet,  Stepney, 

J  Lodgmg'Houfe  for   the  Toor. 
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TH  E  Inhabitants  of  this  Hamlet  paying  upwards 
of  7c/.  pr  Annum  Houfe-Rent  for  the  Poor, 
refolvM,  about  two  Years  fmce,  upon  fitting  up  a 
large  Houfe  in  London-Street^  belonging  to  the  Ham- 
let, and  now  called  the  Town- Houfe ^  for  lodging  all 
the  Poor  who  received  Penfions,  and  were  before 
lodg'd  at  the  publick  Charge. 

There  are  now  upwards  of  30  poor  People,  all 
Women,  except  two  Men,  in  the  Houfe,  who  are 
allowed  each  of  them  1 2  ^.  a  Week  Penfion,  and  the 
Liberty  to  get  what  they  can  by  their  own  Induftry, 
either  at  Home  by  Spinning,  winding  Silk,  (^c.  or 
by  going  Abroad  to  wafli,  Icour,  fell  Fifh,  or  do 
any  Thing  elfe  to  get  a  Penny.  And  as  for  fuch 
Poor  as  will  not  be  lodg'd  in  this  Houfe,  a  Deduction 
of  6  d,  a  Week  is  made  from  each  of  their  Penlions, 
towards  the  Repairs,  &c.  of  the  Houfe. 

There  is  a  Miftrefs,  and  an  Affiftant  or  two, 
who  take  Care  to  keep  the  Houfe  clean,  and  in 
Order,  and  are  particularly  charged  to  fee  the 
Poor  all  in  Bed,  and  their  Fires  and  Candles  out,  at 
9  a  Clock  at  Night,  or  foon  after*  '1 

Note,  The  Veftry  of  the  Hamlet  have  a' Defign^  at 
the  next  Quarterly  Meeting,  to  fet  all  the  Poor 
to  work,  and  wholly  maintain  them:* 


Of 
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Of  the  Grey-Coat-Hofpital   in 
Weftminfter. 


APropofal  being  made  to  the  Vellry  at  St.  Mar^ 
gareis  Wejlmlnfier^  about  the  Year  1701,  they 
agreed  to  let  the  Truftees  of  the  Grey-Coat-School  have 
a  large  Houle  belonging  to  the  Pariili  Rent-free  for 
Seven  Years  ^  which  Grant  has  been  renew'd  from 
time  to  time  ever  fince,  for  the  Reception  of  as  many 
of  the  Parifli-Children  ("with  the  ufnal  Penfions  given 
to  their  Nurfes)  as  the  Truftees  would  undertake  to 
maintain  and  imploy  with  Work. 

At  firll  the  Truftees  took  in  the  50  Boys  belong- 
ing to  the  Charity-School,  and  at  feverai  Times 
afterwards  fo  many  Boys  and  Girls  as  have  fome- 
times  increas'd  the  Number  of  Children  to  above 
130,  which  is  the  Number  of  them  at  prefent,  in- 
cluding thofe  on  the  Pariili  Account,  and  have  i^^t 
them  all  to  Work ;  fome  upon  fpinning  of  Wool ; 
others  upon  Houfewifry,  fewing,  Vmttm^^cfrc.  And  the 
Incomes  of  the  Charity,  w^ith  their  Earnings,  are  ap- 
pointed towards  finding  them  in  Diet,  Lodging,  and 
other  Neceffaries  :  The  Management  whereof  fucceed- 
ed  fo  well,  that,  in  order  to  lay  a  more  folid  Foun- 
dation for  its  Support  and  Maintenance,  Her  late 
Majefty  was  pleas'd,  in  the  5  th  Year  of  her  Reign, 
to  incorporate  the  laid  School,  and  to  make  the 
Truftees  One  Body  Politick,  by  the  Name  of  The 
Governours  of  the  Grey-Goat-Hofpital  in  Tothil-Fields, 
of  the  Royal  Foundation  of  Queen  ANNE. 

The  better  to  give  an  Idea  of  the  good  Manage- 
ment of  this  Working-Hofpital,  the  Reader  fhall  firft 
be  prefented  with  the  Particulars  of  the  Annual  Ex- 
pence  for  fupporting  it,  as  computed  by  a  Medium 
taken  from  the  Books  t f  the  fioufe  for  four  Years, 
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from  1720,  to  1723   inclufive-,   and  then  with  the 
Means  of  defraying  this  Expence. 

The   Annual  Expence. 

Tor  Repairs  and  Furniture^  viz* 

The  Bricklayer   • 26  19  00 

Carpenter '  9  op  00 

Glazier 4  12  03 

Emptying  of  Vaults  3   1 1  09 

Smith— ^ —  2  12  00 

i^or   Spinning  Tackle  — 2  1 5  00 

Turnery  Wares  • —  3  06  06 

The  Brazier  —  >— •  i   1$  03 

Clockmaker —  o  it  00 

Paviour    «—— — 2  02  00 

Plummer    . -• i   11  06 

For   Blankets   and  Coverlids    6  00  06 


Mopps 
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For  Cloathmg. 


For  Woollen  Cloth 26  01  03^ 

Linnen  Cloth —  4^  08  lOz 

Leather  Breeches 10  14  04^ 

ISIew  Shoes,  MendingjC^t:.  55  03  06^ 

The  Taylor  ~- •     7  16  07^ 

For  Stuffs     ^  — I   19  00 

Yarn • '  ^i  09  00^ 

Caps  for  the  Boys •     i   1 3  08+ 

Bodices  and  Stomachers     2  04  09 
Shoe  Buckles  — -^ •    o  \6  c6 

. 166  07    06^ 


Carry'd  forward    232  19  034 

<PrQ- 
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Brought  forward  232  19  034- 


Tron)ifions. 


The  Baker 


Butcher 
Cheeiemonger. 
Milk-woman 
Soap-Boiler 


Corn- Chandler— — 

Tallow-chandler 

Coal-Merchant    

Excife  of  Small  Beor 
Apothecary -— 


156  02  09 

122  19  03 

103  17  03 

17  02  oii 

35    if5  o5 

'  Id  C2  00 
fl  19  00 
25    15    00 

II   18  00^: 
14  09  09 


515  01  07^- 


The  Bookfeller 


"Booh. 


8  00  07 1 


;With  Apprentices 


Apprentices. 


Incidents* 
The  Book  of  petty  Disburfements 


Salaries  andWagesl 

TheMafterand  Steward 40  00  00 

The  Miftrefs  and  Matron 20  00  00 

The  Collector,  Singing-Ma-l 
iler,andMeirenger,at5/.eachJ  ^5  oc>  00 
Three  Nurfes  at  5  /.  each  —  1 5  00  00 
Two  Spinning  Women  at  ditto  10  00  00 
The  Cook  and  Landry-Maid  7         ^^ 
at  ditto  I *- >' — J 


37  II  04^ 


49  13  10^ 


no  CO  oO 


V  2 


P74  q6  C9i 
IT 


C2o3 

It  remains  now  to  give  an  Account  how   the  Ex- 
pcnce  of  the  Houie  is  defray'd  by  the  Produce  of 
their  Labour,    and  the  charitable  Contributions  of 
well  dilpofed  Perfons. 

Annual  Receipts, 

The  Materials  for  employing  the  Chil-1    /.    s.     d, 
dren  in  Spinning,  are  furnifhed  by  a  ( 
Wool-Merchant  in  Long  Lane,  South-  \    n       r^  r^r^   ^ 
wark  \  who  pays  is,  id,  per  Pound,  r    ^"^  ^ 
one  with  another,  for  working  it  up,  j 
which  Annually  amounts  to  about  J 

The  Cafual  Benefa8:ions  by  Gifts  andV 

Legacies, — j 

Collection  at  St.  Margaret's  Church- !  ^       ^^  ^^ 
TV                                   ^  ?  094  00  00 

Doors,  .  — I    ^^ 

Subscriptions  and  Rents,  amount  to  I 

about  per  Annum,  •  — < — j 

974  00  00 

B  Y  the  foregoing  Account  of  Disburfements,  it 
may  be  obferved,  that  130  poor  Children  of  this 
Pariih  are  not  only  inftrufted  in  the  Principles  and 
Duties  of  Chriftianity,  but  alfo  in  the  Means  of 
getting  a  Livelihood  by  their  own  Labour,  and  en- 
tirely Cloath'd  and  Maintained  *,  to  which,  adding 
the  Maintenance  of  the  Steward,  Matron,  and  ten 
Servants,  necelTary  for  keeping  the  Houfe  in  Order, 
the  Perfons  being  in  all  142,  the  whole  Expence 
comes  to  6 1.  17/.  3  ^.  per  Annum^  or  about  2  j.  1  d.\ 
a  Week  each,  exchifive  of  the  Profits  by  their  La- 
bour \  which,  according  to  the  above  Computation, 
reduces  the  Charge  to  about  is.  5  ^.  a  Week  for 
each  Perfon. 

And  that  it  may  appear  how  well  they  are  pro- 
vide4  for  in  the  Article  of  Food,  the  Reader  is 
prcfented  with  the  following  Weekly  Bill  of  Fare, 

Sun- 
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Sunday 

Monday 

Tuefday 

Wednefday 
Thurfday 

.Friday 
Saturday 


Bi-eakfafl. 
Bread  &  But- 
ter or  Cheefe 
Ditto 

Each  a  half- 
Peny  Roll 
As  Sunday 
A  half-Peny 

Roll 
As  Sunday 
A  half-Peny 
Roll 


Dinner. 
Beef,  Broth  and 

Pcafe 
Bread  and  But- 
ter or  Cheefe 
As  Sunday 

Frumenty 
As  Sunday 

Peafe-Porridge 
Milk-Porridge 


Supper, 
Bread  &  But- 
ter or  Cheefe 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 
Ditto 

Ditto 
Ditto 


N.  B.  They  are  alloiv'd  Beer  at  every  Meal,  with* 
out  any  Limitation. 

A  N  D  as  a  Proof  of  the  great  Benefit  of  this  Ho- 
fpital  to  the  Parifli,  there  has  been  put  out  at  the 
lo  th  o^  January  1724-25.  fince  its  Foundation,  to 
Apprenticeships  and  Services  391.  And  thofe  who 
have  had  Servants  from  it,  have  given  that  Tefti- 
mony  of  the  good  Fruit  of  the  Habit  of  Induftry 
acquired  by  the  Children  under  this  Difcipline,  that 
they  have  declared,  they  would  much  rather  take  a 
Servant  from  hence  for  nothing,  Uian  to  have  Money 
with  one  from  thofe  Nurferies  for  Children,  where 
there  is  no  Work  added  to  their  Learning. 


St.  GilesV  in  the  Fields. 


THE  Cliurch- Wardens  and  Overfeers  of  the 
Poor,  in  the  Pariili  of  St.  GiUi's  in  the  Fields, 
having^  caus'd  an  Eftimate  to  be  made  of  the  State 
of  their  Poor,  and  the  Allowances  given  to  them, 
the  fame  was  as  follows. 

Toot 
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Toor  Terfons.  Tearly  Allowances. 

L.    s.     d., 

161  All  above  70  Years  of  Age. .    750  00  00 

1 26  Parents  overburtlien'd  with  Chil-7    , 

dren,  ■ . ~ ^  ^^^  ^^  ^^ 

1 83  Children,  whofe  Parents  are  dead,  /   „ 

or  run  away,  ^ J  ^^^  ^^  ^ 

70  Sick  at  Pariih-Niirfes,  — 500  00  00 

300  more,  Lame,  Blind,  Mad,  Infirm,7 

&c.  of  different  Ages,  ^.^ P^^^  ^^  °^ 

Incidental  Charges,  as  Surgeons,/ 

Apothecaries  Bills,  Cloaths  for>  250  00  00 


Hofpitals,  CT-c.  at  leafl: 


S41  /.  4200  00  00 

This  Calculation,  and  thd  dreadful  Profpe£l:  of  its 
increafing  rather  than  decreafing  upon  the  Methods 
hitherto  iifed  for  relieving  the  Poor,  put  the  Pariih 
upon  Meafiires  for  Employing  the  Poor,  and  affembling 
them  into  one  Family,  under  the  Care  of  one  or 
more  proper  Managers. 

This  having  been  propos'dj  in  a  Cafe  printed  and 
diflributed  Anno  1724.  rais'd  fo  many  Benefaftions 
among  the  wealthy  Parifhioners,  for  building  an  Houfe 
for  the  Purpofe,  that  without  any  new  Tax  on  the 
Parifh,  the  Church-Wardens  and  Overfeers  of  the 
Poor  have  been  enabled  to  purchafe  a  large  Houfe 
near  Broad  St,  Giles^Sy  which  they  have  enlarg'd  with 
many  Accommodations,  for  Lodging,  Dieting  and 
Employing  feveral  Hundreds  of  both  Sexes  of  the 
Poor.  An  Infirmary  for  receiving  the  Skk,  is  ad- 
ded, where  they  may  be  provided  with  all  NecefTaries  , 
and  a  few  Years  Experience  will  fliew  what  Advan-» 
tages  will  accrue  to  the  Pariih  by  this  Method  ot 
taking  Care  of  the  Poor. 

St. 
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Sl  Martins  in  the  Fields. 

TH  E  Church-Wardens  and  Overfeers  of  the  Poor 
in  this  Parifh,  conlideriiig  that  one  Confequcnce 
of  the  Succefs  of  the  Houfe  erefted  in  St,  Giles's^ 
would  be  the  Difcharge  of  many  idle,  vagrant  Poor, 
who  would  of  courle  refort  to  the  neighbouring  Pa- 
riflieSj  where  the  like  Care  was  not  taken  ^  have 
caus'd  a  Work-tl  oufe,  for  employing  the  Poor,  to  be 
ere^ed  on  the  Church- Yard,  near  St.  Martin\  Library, 
and  the  Building  is  in  a  good  Forwardnefs. 

St.  JamesV,  Weftminfter. 

TH  E  Church- Wardens  and  Overfeers  of  the  Poor 
in  this  Pariili,  that  they  may  keep  Pace  with 
their  Neighbours,  in  a  regular  Provilion  for  the  Poor, 
have  taken  Meafures  for  ere£ling  a  Work-Houfe  in 
the  Burying-G round  near  Toland  Street.  Befides  which, 
there  is  built  a  flrong  commodious  Fab  rick  in  Burling-- 
ton  Gardens^  near  Hanover-Square^  which  was  open'd 
at  Lady-day  1725.  for  the  Reception  of  the  Girls 
School  in  the  Parifh,  where  they  are  lodg'd,  boarded, 
and  fet  to  Work  at  Spinning  Flax,  &c.  Knitting, 
Sewing,  Waihing,  and  fuch  other  Parrs  of  Houfe- 
wifery,  as  may  prepare  them  to  be  good  Servants. 
And  as  the  Minifter  and  Gentlemen  in  the  Parifh 
have  unanimoufly  efpous'd  the  Promoting  this  Foun- 
dation, there  is  good  Reafon  to  hope  the  Succefs  of 
it  will  anfwer  Expectation. 


[    24] 

A  Letter  from  a  Gentleman  at 
Greenwich,  to  his  Friend  at 
London,  concerning  the  Girls 
School  of  that  Tlace. 

S  I  K,  Greenwich,  U»y  4.  1724, 

IK  the  Year  1 700,  feveral  Charitable  Ladies  of  this 
Town,  join'd  their  Subfcriptions  for  fetting  up  a 
School  for  Teaching  and  Cloarhing  30  Girls.  Some 
Time  after  a  Propofal  was  made  to  the  faid  Gentle- 
women, that  if  they  pleas'd  to  allow  the  Charge 
that  was  ufually  allowed  for  Cloathing  the  Children,  to 
be  laid  out  in  Materials  for  fetting  them  to  Work,  the 
Miflrefs  might  teach  the  Children  to  make  their  own 
Cloaths  ^  which  would  have  this  Advantage  in  it, 
that  tho'  nothing  might  be  fav'd  in  the  Charge,  yet 
the  Children,  by  being  inur'd  to  Labour,  would  be 
better  prepared  for  Services  in  the  Families  where  they 
might  afterwards  be  plac'd.  A  Tryal  of  this  Propo- 
lal  for  one  Year  was  foon  refolv'd  on,  and  the  Succefs 
was  fuch,  that  it  has  been  continu'd,  with  fomc 
Improvements,  ever  fince. 

The  Gentlewomen,  who  are  Truflees,  have  a  Trea- 
furer  chofen  am^ong  themfelves  •,  and  the  Account  of 
Expences  of  this  School,  is  kept  in  fo  regular  a 
Manner,  as  to  be  v/orthy  the  Imitation  of  other 
Schools. 

In  T716'.  The  School  was  in  fuch  Reputation, 
that  the  Truilees  were  enabled,  by  a  Colleftion  at  the 
Church-Doors,  to  augment  the  Children  from  30  to 
40.  And  the  Colleftion  has  been  yearly  continued 
ever  fince  for  keeping  up  that  Number  :  So  that 
iince  the  School  was  hrft  let  up,  about  200  Children 
have  gone  out  to  Services  in  private  Families  ,  and 

on 
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no  fooner  is  there  a  Vacancy  in  the  School,  but  In- 
tereft  is  made  by  Poor  Parents  to  get  another  in  ; 
fo  pleasM  are  they  with  the  Management  of  it,  tho* 
at  firft,  they  were  much  averfe  to  it. 

Before  an  Account  is  given  of  the  Method  of  Em- 
ploying them,  it  will  undoubtedly  be  acceptable  to 
you,  to  be  inform'd  of  fome  of  the  Methods  us'd 
in  Governing  this  School.  The  Truftees  for  direct- 
ing it,  wifely  judging  that  Shame  might  have  a 
better  Effeft  on  the  Minds  of  their  own  Sex,  than 
Fear  ^  have  order'd  the  Miflrefs  to  punilh  them  ra- 
thef  with  what  ftiay  excite  their  Modefty,  than  their 
Dread  of  corporal  Puniihment.  In  order  to  this, 
the  Names  of  the  Children  are  all  enter'd  on  a 
Table,  hung  up  in  the  School  •,  againft  each  Name 
there  are  Teven  Holes,  with  a  Peg  in  the  firfl 
of  them.  When  a  Child  commits  a  Fault, 
the  Peg  is  remov'd  one  Hole  from  her  Name,  and 
fhe  is  admoniih'd  accordingly.  Upon  the  fecond 
Offence,  flie  is  led  up  to  the  Table  ^  and,  upon  re- 
moving the  Peg  to  another  Hole  from  her  Name, 
admoniih'd  again,  with  an  Injunction  to  get  a  Pfalm, 
or  a  Piece  of  a  Chapter  by  Heart,  which  the  Child 
muft  take  Care  to  do,  or  the  Peg  is  carried  on 
to  a  fourth  or  fifth  Hole,  by  which  ihe  is  look'd 
upon  as  a  high  Criminal  upon  Record  in  the  School, 
till  fome  Atonement  by  Task,  or  otherwife,  has  pre- 
vail'd  with  the  Miftrefs  to  remove  the  Peg  back 
again,  and  to  wipe  out  all  paft  Faults. 

If  the  Hearts  of  the  Children  are  not  melted  by 
this  Ufage,  the  Miftrefs  proceeds  to  greater  Severity,, 
by  pinning  a  Horn-Book,  or  a  Rod  upon  the  Child, 
according  to  the  Nature  of  the  Offence  :  But  for 
high  Crimes,  fuch  as  profaning  God's  Name,  Lying, 
or  Pilfering,  they  are  drefs'd  up  in  a  Foofs  Cap 
and  Coat,  and  made  to  fit  in  the  middle  of  th^ 
School  for  an  Hour  or  more,  which  they  have  in 
great  Abhorrence.  And  if  they  have  pilfer'd  of  an^ 
terfon  out  of  the  School,    they   ate  made   to  gc? 
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publickly  hi  that  Drefs,  and  ask  Pardon  of  tha 
Perlbh  offended,  which  they  do  with  great  Re- 
ludaiice  *,  but  this  they  rather  do,  than  be  turn'd  out 
of  the  School,  as  they  muft  be,  if  they  don't 
comply  with  the  Rules  of  it. 

Thus  the  Miftrefs  has  feldom  Occafion  to  pro- 
ceed to  feverer  Punlihments,  and  the  Children  ac- 
quire under  this  Difcipline  fuch  a  Tendernefs  of 
giving  Offence,  as,  through  God's  Grace,  may  remaiii- 
with  them  ever  after  -^  and  v/here  they  have  been 
put  out,  the  Modefty  and  Dutifulnefs  with  which 
they  ferve,  has  very  much  recommended  them. 

Jn  Jccotmt  of  the  Materials  for  Employing 
the  Children  of  this  School^  hefide  their 
Learning  to  Read. 

THE  Miftrefs  buys  the  following  Materials,  to 
be  fpun,  knit,    or  lew'd  by  the  Children    for 
their  Cloaths,  viz. 

Wool  in  London  for  1 3  i.  per  Pound,  ready")  L.    s,     d, 
drefs'd,  and  about  100  Pound  Weight,  f 
one  Year  with  another,  ferves  for  mak-  ^         « 
ing  Gowns  and  Petticoats  for  40  ChiJ-  j    ^  4 

dren,  which  at  13^.  fer  Pound,  comes  I 
to, J 

This,  being  fpun  by  the  Children,  is  putl 
out  to  a  Weaver  in  London^  who  has  4^. 
fer  Yard,  for  Weaving  half  Yard  broad  f 
Stuff-,  which,  as  was  faid,  fuffices  forf'Op  06  oS 
Cloathing  40  Children  for  the  Woollen  j 
Part,  and  makes  about  560  Yards,} 
which   at  /^d-  fer  Yard,  cofts j 

Note,  About  14  Yards  make  a  Gown  ar  J  Petticoat, 
but  there  being  a  Remainder  of  Jaft  Vears  Weav- 
ing, there  were  only  416  Yards  wove  this  Year. 

Carried  forward  14  15  00 

Note, 
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Brought  forward  14  15  oo 

Flax   ill  Southvparky    ready  prepar'd  fori 
the  Wheel,  there  is  bought  80  Pound  I 
Weighty    which,  being  fpun  by  the  I 
Children,    ferves   to  make   ib  much  l 
Thread,    as  when  wove,    makes  Lin- ^^"^  ^^  ^^ 
nen  enough   for  the  Childrens  Shifts 
one  Year,    which  at   ^d.  pr  Pound 
comes  to, — — j 

This  Thread  is  put  into  the  Hands  of) 
a  Weaver  in  the  Country,  who  weaves^ 
it  about  Ell-wide  for  2d.  an  Ell,  and^oi  15  04 
it  generally   makes  83  Ells  more  or\ 
lefs,  which  at  8  d.  fer  Ell,  comes  to  J 

Whitening  the  fame  Number   of  Ells,  L 

at  4^.  per  Ell,  comes  to, ^ S^^  ^7  o3 

Note.  Each  Girl  is  allow'd  fix  Shifts 
in  four  Years,  and  all  their  Linnea 
is  made  up  by  themfelves. 

160  Yards    of  Rujfia   or   SHeJta  Linnen,!', 
ferve    to  make   80  Aprons,   for  one  |^       ^ 
Year's  Wear,  which  at  6  d,  fer  Yard,  j    *^    ' 
comes  to,  • — —  — — • ^  j 

45  Ells    of  finer  Linnen,   ferve  for  80^ 
Caps  and  Bands  for  a  Year's  Wearing,/ 03   15  00 
which  at  20  d^  per  Ell,  comes  to,        S 

10  Yards  of  Muflin  for  Borders  at  2  s.  <^d.l^^  ^^  ^^ 
per  Yard,  -~ — =—  «^ 3  ^ 

30   Yards    of  Dy'd  Linnen  to  line  the? 
Bodies  and  Sleeves  of  their  Gowns  atSoj  10  00 
lid.   fer  Yard,  comes  to,  — —  ^ 


Carried  forward  32  01  64 
Brought 


01  15  00 
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Brought  forward   32  or  04 

70  Yards  of  Red  Bays  ar^  bought  every' 
other  Year,  for  under  Petticoats,  which/ 
are  made  by  the  Children*,    and  at>02  18  04 
20^.  per  Yard  come  to  05  t 6  08.  the' 
half  of  which  for  one  Year's  Wear,  is. 

6  Pounds  of  Cotton  Thread,  at  3  j.  i  dA 
pfr  Pound,    ferves  a  Year  for  Gloves,(  « 

being  knit  by  the  Children,  which  atr  ^^  ^^  ^^ 
3  J.   id-  fer  Pound,  come  to,  • j 

10  Pounds  of  Blue  Worfted  at  3  j.  6d.' 
fer  Pound,  ferve  to  make  40  Pair  of( 
Stockings,  knit  by  the  Children,  whichf 
come  to,  '  ■ *  ■— ■  -  * 

f7ote.  Every  other  Year  5  Pounds  of 
Worfted  fuifice  to  new  Foot  their 
Stockings. 

80  Pair  of  Shoes  ferve  one   Year,    at? 

^1  1_^  >op  00  00 

40  Pair  of  Pattens   every  other  Year,'N 
fuifice  for   the  School,    one  half  at/ 
12  d.   and  the  other  at  10^.    which  >op  18  04 
come  to  01   1 5  08.    and  the  half  off 
that  for  one  Year,  is  >■  — -.  j 

10  Pair   of  Leather  Bodices   and  Sto- 
machers, are  annually  bought  for  thej 
School  at  2s.   pfr  Pair,    which  come^oi  00  00 

to, rr- ■  ■"-■'      ,      • 

Total    48  II  o^ 


Beside  the  Articles  above-mentioned,  fo  much 
blue  Camlet  is  bought  at  14^.  fer  Yard,  as  ferves  for 
tnaking  riding  Hoods  for  the  Childrens  Ufe  in  wet 
Weather,  which  remain  in  the  School  till  they  are 
worn  put  •,  and  feveral  Materials,  as  Needles,  Thready 
Ferret,   and  other  things,  are  allow'd  to  the  Girls 
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for  making  and  mending  their  Cloaths.  And  as  for 
the  Article  of  Wheels,  about  26  have  ferv'd  the 
School  fince  it  was  openM,  which  are  bought  at 
16  d.  a  Piece  in  Old  Bedlam. 

Thus,  you  fee  the  whole  Charge  of  well  Cloath- 
ing  40  Girls,  annually  comes  to  48  /.  1 1  j.  6  d,  which 
is  I  /.  4 J.  3^i  for  one  Girl ;  in  which  Expence,  if 
what  is  fav'd  by  their  Labour  be  not  considerable, 
yet  the  Advantage  accruing  to  the  Children,  by  the 
Share  they  have  in  making  and  mending  their 
Cloaths,  as  it  makes  them  good  Servants  and  good 
Houfe wives,  is  not  to  be  exprefs'd. 

The  moft  experienced  Spinners  are  put  to  fpinning 
Linneriy  that  as  little  Wafte  might  be  made  as  poiTible  ; 
and  the  Beginners  are  put  to  fpin  Woollen  firft,  which 
neceffarily  occafions  fome  bad  Work;  this  is  laid 
hyy  and  wove  by  it  felf,  to  be  made  up  into  Cloaths 
for  the  Children  who  are  Beginners,  till  their  Hands 
are  come  better  in. 

Out  of  the  Childrens  Labour  upon  the  Materials 
before  mentioned,  there  is  a  Referve  of  fine  ftrip'd 
Woollen  Stuff,  which  is  apply 'd  to  the  following  Ufe. 

The  Children,  when  they  go  to  Service,  are  allow'd 
to  take  their  School-Cloaths  with  them*,  and  if 
they  behave  themlelves  well,  at  the  End  of  the  firft 
fix  Months,  there  is  given  to  them  a  ftriped  Gown 
and  Petticoat,  out  of  the  relerved  Stock  aforefaid, 
and  20  Shillings. 

The  Truftees  of  this  School,  purpofely  avoid  bind- 
ing any  of  the  Children  out  Apprentices,  choofmg 
rather  to  place  them  out  to  a  Year's  Service  for 
25  or  30  Shillings  Wages  ^  and  if  their  Behaviour 
be  fuch  as  recommends  them,  they  are  continu'd  ia 
Service  a  Year  longer,  for  which  they  are  allow'd 
40  Shillings  by  the  Families  where  they  ferve,  and 
for  a  third  Year  50  Shilling?. 

It  muft  be  oblerv'd,  that  the  better  to  qualify 
thefe  Children  for  Houfewifery,  the  Miftrefs  makes 
Choice  of  two  or  three  of  them  to  walh  the  School, 
waiji  and  mend  Linnen,  fcour  and  wafh  Difhes,  and  do 

fuch 
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fuch  other  Bufmefs,  as  the  School  affords  Scope  fori 
And  thefe  Children,  when  their  Hands  are  brought 
into  that  Sort  of  VVork,  are  agaiij  relievM  by  two 
or  three  others,  at  the  Difcretion  of  the  Miftrefs. 

About  four  Years  in  this  School,  qualify  the 
Children  for  Service  ^  and  if  it  happen  that  any  of 
thefe  Children,  by  the  Death  or  Removal  of  their 
Mafter  or  Miftrefs,  fliould  be  out  of  Place,  they  are 
allow 'd  to  return  to  Scliool,  to  ailill  in  Spinning,  and 
fuch  other  Bufmefs  as  they  are  capable  of,  till  they 
can  be  provided  with  another  Service*,  and  are  al- 
lowed out  of  the  School  Fund  as  their  Labour 
deferves. 

But  tho'  this  Provifion  is  made  to  keep  them  out 
of  Idlenefs,  there  is  fb  great  a  Call  for  Servants  out 
of  this  School,  that  they  feldom  lie  long  upon 
Hand,  efpecially  if  the  Children  have  diftinguilhed 
themfelves  by  their  Behaviour. 

I  have  been  the  more  particular  in  defcribing  the 
Management  of  this  School,  becaufe  the  Ladies,  who 
have  the  Overfight  of  it,  feem  to  have  carry'd  it 
to  the  utmoft  Perfeftion,  fo  as  to  enable  the  Chil- 
dren to  ihift  honeflly  by  their  own  Induftry,  if  it 
iliould  be  their  Lot  to  be  caft  into  any  Part  of  the 
Kingdom  where  they  might  be  friendlefs.  And  who- 
ever will  take  the  Trouble  to  vifit  the  School,  will 
with  Pleafure  fee  a  Proof  of  what  has  been  faid  ; 
a  Miftrefs  governing  with  as  little  Severity  as  pof- 
HbJe,  and  the  Children  applying  themfelves  to  learnt 
all  that  is  taught  in  the  School,  with  the  utmoft 
Chearfulnefs  ;  and  the  Employments  aforefaid  not 
at  all  interfering  with  their  learning  to  Read,  and 
fay  the  Church-Catechifm,  and  attending  the  pub- 
lick  Prayers  of  the  Church,  every  Day  in  the  Year. 

I  am, 

S  I    R,   &C. 
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A  fecond  Letter  from  a  Gentleman 
at  Greenwich  to  his  Friend  at 

London. 

Sir,  GreitiWi'chfjfui,  I  ^.  jy  2^, 

I  Am  glad  to  acquaint  you,  that  befde  the  Benefit 
redounding  to  this  Place  formerly  mentiojied, 
there  is  a  generous  Attempt  for  employing  the  poor 
People  of  both  Sexes  in  this  Parifh. 

I  T  being  obferv'd  that  the  Poor  were  very  nume- 
rous, and  coft  about  800/.  to  the  Parifh  annually 
for  fupporting  them  *,  Two  honourable  Gentle- 
men of  the  Town  offered  to  build  a  commodious 
Houfe  for  Lodging  and  Dieting  all  thofe  Poor,  pro- 
vided the  Parifh  would  confent  to  difpofe  of  their 
Weekly  Allowances  under  fuch  a  Management,  as 
might,  with  the  Produce  of  their  Labour,  v/hoUy 
maintain  them. 

The  Parifhioners,  taking  the  fame  into  their  Con- 
fideration,  thankfully  accepted  of  this  Offer,  and 
lubmitted  the  Diredion  of  it  to  fuch  Management, 
as  the  faid  Gentlemen  fhould  prefcribe. 

Mr.  Matthew  Marry otty  of  Olr/ey  in  Euchngh^mpure,, 
having,  with  great  Succefs,  direfted  the  fetting  up 
Houfes  of  Maintenance  for  the  Poor  in  Buckitigham* 
Jhlrcy  and  other  Counties,  was  invited  to  Greenwich^ 
to  propofe  a  Plan,  by  which  the  like  mi^ht  be  done 
there.  Accordingly,  this  Summer,  a  commodious 
Houfe  has  been  built  near  the  Church,  at  the 
Charge  of  the  Honourable  Gentlemen  aforefaid  ;  and 
at  Midfummcr^  all  fuch  Poor,  as  receiv'd  Weekly 
Penlions  from  the  Parifh,  were  admitted  into  it,  to 
the  Number  of  90  odd,  and  are  at  prefent  employ'd 
in  picking  of  Oakum,  winding  Silk  for  the  Throwfters, 

Spift- 
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Spinning  Jerfey,  and  fuch  other  Work  as  they  are 
capable  of,  under  Mr.  Marryott*s  Diredion. 

This  Undertaking  being  in  its  Infancy,  it  does 
hot  yet  appear  what  will  be  the  Succefs  of  it  ^  but 
one  good  Effeft  it  has  already  had,  viz..  That  thole 
that  are  abfolutely  neceflitous,  are  better  provided 
for  than  they  were  before  •,  and  many  of  thofe  who 
were  before  burthenfome  to  the  Pariih,  have  exert- 
ed themfelves,  fo  as  to  live  by  their  own  Induftry, 
to  avoid  giving  that  Burthen  \  by  which,  the  Pariih 
have  already  fav'd  confiderably.  And  it  has  prov'd 
an  effeftual  Means  to  drive  Beggars  out  of  the  Town^ 
notwithftanding  the  People  in  this  Houfe  are  lodged 
and  dieted  in  fo  commodious  a  Manner  as  they  are. 


I  am, 


S I  R,  &<f. 


p.  5.  They  are  furnifli'd  with  old  Cable  cut  into 
Pieces,  commonly  called  JunJiy  from  the  King's  Yard 
at  Deptfordy  to  be  pick'd  into  Oakiiifi,  for  which  they 
allow  the  Wcrk-houfe  4  s,  fer  hundred  weight. 

The  Bill  of  Fare  for  a  Week. 


Sunday 

Monday 

Tuefday 

Wcdnefday 

Thurfday 

Friday 

Saturday 


Breakfafi, 
Bread  and 

Cheeffc 
Beef  Broth 

iMilk    Por- 
ridge 

Milk  Por- 
ridge 

Beef  Broth 

Milk  Por- 
ridge 
BeefBrgth 


Dinner, 
Beef  and  BrMh 

Hafty  Pudding 

Plumb  Pud- 
ding 
Beef  and  Broth 

Rice  Milk 

Beef  and  Broth 

Hafty  Pudding 


Supper. 
Bread  and 

Cheefe 
The  fairic 

The  fame 

The  fame 

The  fame 

The  fame 

The  fame 
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J    Letter  from     a    Gentleman    at 

Maidflone   In  Kent,    to  his 
Friend  in  London. 

Sir,  •        Maidflone^  OBob>  1.6.  1 724. 

^T^  H  E  Workhoufe  at  Mald^onc  is  a  large  and 
\  haiidfome  Building  of  three  Stories  high,  ninety 
one  feet  in  Length,  and  twenty  one  in  Depth,  with  a, 
large  Kitchin  thrown  behindo  It  wasbuiicby  a  Gen- 
tleman of  this  Town,  in  the  Year  1720  :,  and  is  capable 
of  receiving  all  the  Poor  of  the  Pariili,  tho'  at  pre- 
fent  there  are  only  feventeen  Women,  five  Men,  and 
eighteen  Children  refiding  in  it.  Of  thefe  there  are 
only  three  Women,  and  eight  Children  able  to  work  \ 
Avho  are  employed  at  prefent  in  fpinning  Worfted^ 
and  have  earn'd  from  Ea^n  lafl  to  the  fourteenth 
Day  of  this  Month,  eighteen  Pounds  and  eleven 
Shillings  ^  while  the  whole  Expence  for  the  Houfe  in 
the  fame  time,  has  been  ninety  nine  Pounds,  and 
fifteen  Shillings. 

But  befide  the  Poor  maintain'd  in  the  Work-houfe, 
there  are  many  others  who  receive  weekly  Pay  from 
the  Parifh  \  and  therefore  our  Poors  Rate  for  this  Year, 
will  amount  to  about  five  hundred  and  thirty  Pounds  \ 
and  yet,  notwithftanding  this  Abufe  of  maintaining  fo 
inany  of  the  Poor  by  a  weekly  Allowance  of  Money, 
we  are  very  great  Gainers  by  our  Wcrk-houfe.  For 
of  the  two  im.mediate  Years  before  the  Houfe  wa^ 
built,  the  Poors  Rate  in  one  came  to  nine  hundred^ 
twenty  and  nine  Pounds  *,  and  in  the  other,  to  one 
thoufand  and  fixty  two  ^  and  thereabout  it  had  flood 
for  many  Years.  So  that  you  will  obferve,  that  tho" 
we  receive  but  half  the  Benefit  of  our  Work-houff^^ 
by  maintaining  but  half  our  Poor  in  it,  yet  we  fave 
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pretty  near  five  hundred  Pounds  a  Year,  under  fa 
irregular  and  flmlty  a  Management.  For  the  Advan-^ 
tage  of  a  Work-houfe  does  not  only  confift  in  this^, 
that  the  Poor  are  maintain  d  at  lefs  than  half  the 
Expence  which  their  weekly  Pay  amounted  to,  but 
that  very  great  Numbers  of  lazy  People,  rather  than 
fubmit  to  the  Confinement  and  Labour  of  the  Work- 
houfe,  are  content  to  throw  off  the  Mask,  and  main- 
tain themfelves  by  their  own  Induftry.  And  this  was 
fo  remarkable  here  at  MaidfiSiey  that  when  our 
Work-houfe  was  finifh'd,  and  publick  Notice  given 
that  all  who  came  to-  demand  their  weekly  Pay, 
ihould  immediately  be  fent  thither,  little  more  than 
half  the  Poor  upon  the  Lift  came  to  the  Overfeers 
to  receive  their  Allowance. 

Were  all  the  Poor   in  our  Town   obliged  to  live 

in  the  Work-houfe,    I  believe  v/e  might  very  well 

maintain  them  for  three  hundred  and  fifty  Pounds 

a  Year  at  the  utmoft.     But  many  of  them  find  hitereft 

enough  to  receive  their  ufual  weekly  Pay,  and  get 

themfelves  excus'd  from  living   in  the  Houfe.     And 

thus  it  will  happen  more  or  lefs  in  all  great  Towns, 

where  the  Work-houfes  are  left  to  the  Management 

of  Overfeers  annually  eleded.     And  therefore,  from 

what  I  have  feen  here  at  Maldfione^    I  conceive  it  to 

be  a  Matter  of  abfoluteNeceifity,  that  the  Direction 

of  a  Work-houfe  ihould  be  left  to  fome  fingle  Per- 

fon,  to  be   chofen  by  the  Pariihioners,  and  not  to  a 

Number  of  Overfeers ;    who  are  more   liable  to  a 

great  Variety  of  Application  in  Favour  of  particular 

Perfons  among  the  Poor,  and  more  likely  to  a£l:  in 

an  arbitrary  Way   in  the  Management  of  the  Houfe^ 

than  any  fmgle  elective  Perfon  v/ill   prefume  to  do; 

By  thefe  Means  too,  the  Appointment  and  Choice  of 

the  Work  in  which  the  Poor  are  to  be  employ 'd^ 

will  be  carry'd  on  in  a  regular  and  unitbrm  Manner, 

and  not  be  left  to  the  Humour  or  Intereft  of  annual 

Officers,  to  be  changed  and  altered  as  they  fhall  pleafe  ;. 

f  jr  different  Overfeers   will  have  different  Interefts  -^ 

and  where  th^  Dire^Vion  is  left  to-  them,  it  will  pro*. 

bably 
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bably  happen,  as  it  has  in  Fact  here  at  Maidf^oncy  that 
the  Poor  ihall  be  one  Year  empJoy'd  in  the  Linnen, 
and  another  in  the  Woollen  Manufa£lury  ^  and  this 
merely  as  it  fuics  the  Intereft  of  the  Managers. 

A  Work'Hovfe  is  a  Kame  that  carries  along  with  it 
an  Idea  of  Corredion  and  Puniihtnent  •  and  many  of 
our  Poor  have  taken  fuch  an  Averfion  to  living  in 
it  upon  that  Account,  as  all  the  Reafon  and  Argunrient 
in  the  World  can  never  overcome.  Therefore  it 
will  be  a  Means  of  preventing  a  great  deal  of  Trou- 
ble, and  avoiding  a  greater  Expence  than  you  can 
imaguie,  to  have  the  Work-houle  call'd  by  a  fofter 
and  more  inoffenfive  Kame.  This,  S  i  r,  I  mention 
to  you,  as  a  Matter  of  more  Conlequence  than  can 
well  be  imagin'd  by  any  body  at  a  Diftance  ^  for  we 
have  many  here  who  would  choofe  to  ftarve,  rather 
than  be  maintain'd  in  Plenty  and  Cleanlinefs  in  the 
Bridevpelly  or  Houfe  of  Corredion,  as  they  call  it. 

As  there  are  many  in  our  Workhoufe  v^ho  are  paft 
their  Labour,  their  Bufmeis  is  to  teach  the  Children 
to  read,  to  clean  the  Houfe,  attend  in  the  Kitchen, 
and  do 'fuch  Qther  Offices  as  their  Age  and  Strength 
admit:  of.  The  ancient  People  go  to  Church  every 
Day,  the  Children  and  working  People  only  on 
Wed'fiefdays  and  Fridays  ^  but  they  have  always  con- 
flant  Prayers  in  the  Houfe,  and  continual  Reading  the 
Scriptures.  None  are  futter'd  to  walk  into  the  Town 
without  Leave,  and  the  Children  are  feldom  feen, 
even  at  the  Door,  but  have  a  Spot  of  Ground  for 
their  Diverfion  behind  the  Houfe. 

From  this  Account  of  our  Work-houfe  you  will 
obferve,  That  many  Things  may  ferve  as  Matter  of 
Caution,  which  cannot  be  proposed  as  Patterns  for 
Imitation^  for  tho^  it  be  under  no  very  commend- 
able Regulation,  yet  it  is  flill  of  very  good  Service  to 
the  Town.  For  this  one  may  lay  down  as  a  certain 
Truth,  that  a  Work-houfe,  even  under  the  worft 
DIre£lion,  is  far  more  advantageous  to  a  Parifli,  than 
the  mofl  exad  and  careful  Management  of  the  Poor, 
wJiere  there  is  none. 

F  2  /» 
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A^  Account  of  the  jVor\-houfe  at 

Stroud  w  Kent. 


TH  E  Minifter  of  this  Parlfh  having  with  great 
Application  vifited  feveral  Places  in  Kent  and 
IBffcxj  to  be  infoi  m'd  of  the  beit  Methods  lor  em- 
ploying the  Poor,  did^  in  the  Year  1720,  make  Pr^- 
fofals  to  the  Feftry  of  the  Pariih,  ihewing  the  Pra£ll- 
cablenefs,  as  well  as  great  Uiefuhiefs,  of  taking  proper 
Meafures  for  employing  the  Poor,  which  were  then 
grown  very  numerous  and  chargeable  to  the  Parifh. 

These  Propofals  had  that  good  Eife^l,  that  they 
foon  agreed  to  build  a  convenient  Houfe  for  lodging 
and  maintaining  all  the  Poor  depending  on  the  Pariili; 
the  Succefh  of  which  is  bell:  related  by  the  Minifter 
himfelf  in  the  following  Letter. 

J  Letter  from  the  Reverend  Mr.  Parfed, 
Minifier  at  Stroud,  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Society  at  London  for  Tromoting  Chrijiian 
'Knowledge. 

Si  r,  Nov,  9-  W^3« 

SOON  after  the  Propofals  abovementioned  were 
made,the  Veftry  came  to  a  Refolution  to  build  an 
Boafe,  and  appointed  feven  Perfons  Truliees  to  manage 
that  Affair.  And  they  prefently  contracted  with  a  Buil- 
der, and  erefted  a  large  convenient  Brick-Houle  in  the 
Year  1721,  which  coil  360/.  The  Perfon  who  built 
ir,worthily  confented  to  be  paid  by  our  yearly  Charity 
of  60 1,  from  the  City  of  Rochefier :  And  the  cm- 
ploying  that  Gift  this  Way  was,  in  the  Opinion  of 
a  very  "eminent  Lawyer,  agreeable  to  the  Will  of  the 
Donor  3  whofe  principal  Defign  was  to  promote  In- 

dqftry 
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duftry  and  good  Living  among  the  Poor,  and  to  make 
their  Lives  more  comfortable  to  themlelves  and 
others,  than  they  commonly  are.  And  how  far  this 
Houle  has,  and  is  like  to  anlvver  what  is  ollered  in 
the  Proposals,  1  now  beg  Leave  to  acquaint  the 
Society. 

The  firft  Article  relates  to  Parifh-Orphans :  And 
they  are  happily  provided  for  in  thefe  HouTes.  We 
have  now  14  or  15  in  ours;  who  are  employ'd  in 
Spinning  Jerfey  by  a  Perfon  of  the  Paiifli,  who  tw^fts 
and  dies  it,  and  then  fells  it  for  Stockings  •,  and  fome 
can  earn  2  d.  per  Day  in  Winter,  an.d  3  d.  in  the  Sum- 
mer. The  Officers  receive  their  Money,  and  provide 
every  Thing  they  want.  Thele  Ch^ldien  us'd  to  be 
kept  in  poor  Fam'l^es  at  is.  fcr  Week,  and  bred  up 
in  the  groffeftldlenels  and  Vice!  But  now  thev  are 
inur'd  to  Labour,  and  help  to  maintain  themfelves, 
earning  at  leaft  their  Diet.  And  by  this  Method,  a 
great  deal  is  fav'd  to  the  Parilh,  and  the  Children 
themfelves  virtucufly  and  chriftiauly  brought  up,  and 
made  fit  fcr  good  Services. 

I  fhould  acquaint  you  likewife,  that  we  intend  not 
that  Spinning  ihall  be  their  whole  Bufniefs ;  but  they 
are  to  be  taught  to  knit  their  own  Stockings,  to  make 
their  Gap?,  Aprons,  and  Shifts;  to  clean  the  Houie, 
make  Beds,  to  affift  (as  they  are  able)  in  wafhing 
and  getting  up  the  Cloaths,  dreffing  of  Viftuals,  and 
fuch  other  Offices,  as  will  make  them  good  Servants. 
We  put  out  one  Girl  this  laft  Week  upon  good  Terms, 
into  a  fober  Family,  and  ihall  do  the  lame  by  the 
reft,  as  they  become  qualify'd.  And  this  Propofal, 
as  it  takes  Place  in  Market  Towns,  and  populous 
Parifhes,  will,  I  hope,  fave  many  a  poor  Orphan  from 
being  ruin'd.  We  now  find  PariihOfficers  too  eager 
to  get  rid  of  them  ♦,  and  they  place  them  out  fo  young 
with  little  Money  (two  Guineas  a  common  Price)  to 
forry  Mafters,  that  'tis  little  better  than  murdering 
them.  But  when  Children  are  put  into  a  Way  of 
contributing  to  their  own  Maintenance,  and  may  be 
kept  in  thefe  Houfes  at  little   or  no  Charge  to  the 
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( ?n 

Parifii,  till  they  are  old  enough  for  Trades  or  Ser- 
vices ;  it  can  hardly  be  fuppos'd,  that  Officers  will 
th€»  be  fo  monftroufly  cruel,  as  to  go  on  in  the  old 
Road  of  fticrificing  them.  Befides,  I  hope  thofe  Gentle^ 
men  will  alfo  ferioufly  con^der  farther,  that  God 
himfelf  defendeth  the  Fatherlefs^  and  will  furely  be  the 
Avenger  of  all  fuch  as  are  fo  void  of  Bowels  of  Mercy 
towards  them.  The  Command  is  plain  andexprefs^ 
Te  jhall  not  ajfUB  any  Wldow^  or  fatherlefs  Child*  If 
thou  affli5l  them  in  any  voife^  and  they  cry  at  all  unto  me^ 
I  will  furely  hear  their  Cry  ;,  And  my  Wrath  fhati  wax  hoty 
and  J  will  kill  you  with  the  Sword  ;  and  your  Wives  Jhall 
be  WidowSy  and  your  Children  fatherlefs^  Exod.  xxii.  22, 
23,  24.  This  barharom  TraBics  might  iudeed  be  in  a 
goodMeafure  fupprefs'd,  if  his  Majefty's  Juftices  of 
the  Peace  would  fign  no  hidentures,  without  enquiring 
into  the  Age  of  the  Children,  and  the.Ghara8:er  and 
Circumftances  of  their  intended  Mafters ;  or  at  leaft 
not  without  an  Order  of  Veftry,  fign'd  by  the  Mi» 
iiifter  of  tlie  Pariih  where  fuch  Children  live  -^  who 
('tis  to  be  fuppos'd)  will  be  very  cautious  and  vigie- 
lant  in  fo  important  a  Matter. 

But  if  our  Legiflators  fliould,  in  their  great  Wif- 
dom,  think  fit  to  revife  and  make  any  Additions  to 
the  late  A£l:,  relating  to  Work-houfes,  it  is  to  be 
hop'd,  that  this  great  Hardfliip  poor  Parilh-Orphans 
now  lie  expos'd  to,  will  be  entirely  removM-,  and 
that  then  a  Claufe  will  be  likewife  added,  empower- 
ing fome  of  the  ableft  and  difcreeteft  Inhabitants  to 
aft  always  jointly  with  the  Parifh-Officers  in  the 
Diie£tion  of  the  faid  Houfes.  And  by  this  Method 
they  cannot  well  fiil  to  anfwer  all  the  excellent  Ends 
we  ha^re  fo  much  Reafon  to  expeO:  from  them. 

The  fecond  Article  is,to  provide  for  the  Aged,  Sick, 
and  Impotent  Poor  in  thefe  Houfes.  And  this  End 
they  happily  ferve  in  all  Refpefts.  We  have  now 
feveral  very  ancient  Men,  that  live  as  comfortably 
in  our  Houfe,  a^  any  Perfons  in  the  Parifh.  They 
are  wholly  remov'd  from  the  Cares  and  Troubles  of 
thU  Lifij   and  have  little  or  nothing  po  do,  but  to 

pre- 
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prepare  themfeWes  for  the  vext.     When  they  are 

fick,  we  have  a  convenient  Apartment  for  them,  and 

fome  of  the  Women  of  the  Houfe  look  after  them : 

They  have  likewife  an  Apothecary  to  attend  them, 

and  want  nothing  that  their  Cafes  may  require.     We 

have  one  Man  in  the  Houfe  about  56,  who  has  been 

little  better  than  a  common  Beggar  for  many  Years  : 

Some  Time  ago  he  was  brought  from  another  Parifh 

very   ill,   and  ready  to  be  devoured  with  Vermine ; 

and  all  pollible  Care  was  prefently  taken  of  him  ;  our 

Apothecary  attended  him,  and  the  Officers  provided 

new  Cloaths  for  him.     And  now,  unlefs  he  gives  over 

rambling,  and  continues  orderly   in  the  Houfe,  doing 

fuchWork  as  theGovernours  think  him  capable  ofi 

our  next  Care  will   be  to  fend  him  to  an  Houfe  of 

Gorre£lion. 

We  have  alfo  a  very  old  deaf  Woman  in  the  Houfe, 
who  knits  well,  and  is  ufeful  that  Way,  confidering 
her  Age.  We  have  likewife  feveral  other  Women  5 
and  fome  are  able  to  wafh,  drefs  Viftuals,  &c.  and 
even  the  moft  infirm  can  reel,  few,  and  mend  the 
Childrens  Cloaths^  and  are  ferviceable  in  one  Refpe^l 
or  other. 

The  third  Propofal  was,  that  all  Elderly  Women,' 
who  were  only  chargeable  to  the  Parifh  for  their 
Houfe-Rent,  lliould  be  accommodated  in  this  Houie,- 
but  we  have  not  one  of  this  Sort  ^  tho'  before  our 
Houfe  was  built,  that  fingle  Article  amounted  to  near 
30  /.  fer  Anmimy  and  occafioned  a  great  deal  of  Trou- 
ble to  the  Officers  of  the  Parifh. 

The  fourth  Article  related  to  fuch  Widows  as 
had  Children,  and  commonly  large  Penfions  upon 
that  Account.  But  neither  are  we  at  much  Charge 
this  Way.  We  have  only  one  Woman  and  her  three 
Children,  who  are  allow'd  a  Room  in  the  Houfe  *,  but 
the  Mother  goes  out  to  Work,  and  the  Children  fpin, 
and  have  their  own  Earnings,  maintaining  themfelves. 
There  were  feveral  others,  who  were  Fenfioners 
before  \  but  being  healthy,  robufl  Perfous,  they  openly 
declar'd,  that  they  would  drir^k  lefs  flrong  Beer,  &€* 
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and  work  their  Fingers  to  the  Bones^  before  they 
would  come  into  the  Houfe,  or  be  any  longer  oblig'd 
to  the  Pariih.  And,  I  think,  I  may  fafely  aver,  that 
they  live  better  now  without,  than  they  did  before 
with  their  monthly  Allowances. 

A  confiderable  Sum  is  likewife  yearly  fav'd  to  our 
Pariili  by  the  fifth  Propofal.  For  we  fend  now  fuch 
poor  travelling  People,  as  fall  fick  in  our  Streets,  to 
the  Work-houfe,  and  not  to  Aie-houfes,  as  ufual  ^ 
where  large  Reckonings  were  prefeiitly  run  up,  and 
ilich  extravagant  Things  done,  that  many  have  pre- 
tended themfelves  fick,  for  the  Sake  of  being  feat  to 
fuch  Qiiarters.  But  fmce  we  have  taken  this  Courfe, 
We  have  not  had  half  the  Trouble  as  before.  A  Wo- 
man indeed,  not  long  fince,  pretended  fhe  was  in 
Travail,  expefting  Money  from  the  Officers  to  go 
forward  to  the  next  Pariih.  But  being  conduced  to 
the  Houfe,  put  to  Bed,  and  made  to  take  Things 
proper  for  her  Condition,  ilie  found  fhe  fhould  be 
detected  J  and  fo  foon  took  an  Opportunity  to  go 
about  her  Bufinefs  ;  whereas  if  ihe  had  been  fent  to 
a  Publick-houfe,  I  know  not  how  long  her  Labour 
might  have  laiied. 

'TwAs  proposM  hi  the  lafl  Article,  that  the  Cha- 
rity-Schools  ihould  be  annexed  to  the  Work-houies. 
Ours  is  fo ;  and  very  many  Advantages  attend  it. 
We  gave  before  25  /.  per  Annum  to  a  Mafter  and 
Miftrefs,  with  two  Chaldrons  of  Coals,  and  paid  (5/. 
a  Year  Houfe-Rent.  But  now,  by  having  fuch  a 
convenient  Root^  for  the  School  in  the  Work- houfe, 
that  one  Mafter  and  Miftrefs  will  ferve  for  both, 
we  fave  great  Part  of  this  Money,  and  apply  it  t& 
a  good  Ufe,  which  we  very  much  wanted  it  for,  viz.i 
to  place  out  our  Charity-Children  to  good  Trades  and 
Services.  Several  Boys  have  already  had  the  Benefit 
of  it  •,  and  there  are  others,  who  will  fliortly  be  qua* 
lifyM  to  receive  it.  This  Method  is  farther  advan- 
tageous both  to  our  Charity-Children  and  Parifh- 
Orphans.  For  fome  of  the  former  fpin  and  earn  2  d* 
and  3  d,  per  Day  ^  and  fo  have  not  only  their  Educa- 

tiorij 


(  4'  ) 

tion,  Cloaths,  and  Money  to  place  them  out  \  but 
partly  maintain  themfelves,  even  while  they  are  at 
School,  by  being  thus  let  to  Work,  and  carrying 
Home  their  Earnings  to  their  Parents.  The  hitter, 
viz.,  the  poor  Pariih-Orphans,  have  Jikewil'e  the  Op- 
portunity of  good  Inftrudion  with  their  Labour,  and 
are  allow'd  Sufficient  Time  every  Day  for  their 
Learning.  'Tis  a  great  Pleafure  to  me  to  vifit  them 
often,  to  fee  them  fometimes  induftrious  at  their 
Wheels,  fometimes  diligent  at  their  Books*,  and  to 
find  them  Mornings  and  Evenings  devoutly  praying 
to  God  for  themfelves  and  Benefadors,  and  finging 
Pfalms,  and  praifing  him  for  thefe  fignal  Mercies 
vouchfafed  unto  them.  Amongft  thefe  Children,  we 
have  a  poor  Girl,  who,  before  flie  was  taken  into  the 
Houfe,  was  the  moft  miferable  Wretch  upon  Earth. 
Her  Face  is  fadly  burnt  and  disfigur'd  ^  and  being 
almoft  blind,  ilie  did  nothing  but  creep  about  begging 
in  the  Streets  \  and  fuch  a  lamentable  Spectacle,  as,^ 
I  think,  was  hardly  ever  feen.  But,  1  thank  God, 
there  is  a  great  Alteration  in  her  Circumftances  *,  and 
fhe  is  now  as  happy,  as  before  ihe  was  miferable. 
This  poor  Creature  has  a  good  Memory,  and  a  loft, 
pleafant  Voice  •,  and  'tis  delightful  to  hear  her  repeat 
Bifhop  Ke-ris  Hymns,  which  her  Miftrefs  has  taught 
her.  Neither  is  fhe  altogether  ufelefs  in  the  Houfe  \ 
ihe  helps  about  the  Beds,  and  makes  a  ihift  to  do  fome 
other  little  Things  in  it. 

This,  Sir,  is  the  prefent  State  of  our  Houfe  ; 
and,  I  hope,  it  Hiews  the  Propofals  to  be  pra^'-iicable 
in  every  Part  of  them.  They  are  likewife  altogether 
as  advantageous  to  the  whole  Parilh.  Our  Houle  was 
open'd  2\^0Vit  Midfummer  1722,  and  prefently  check'd 
the  Growth  of  our  Rates,  which  were  in  a  fair  Way 
to  have  rifen  to  fuch  an  Height,  that  I  verily  believe, 
the  Inhabitants  could  never  have  been  able  to  have 
paid  them.  As  loon  as  we  had  refolv'd  upon  this 
Undertaking,  'twas  agreed  that  our  Charity  from 
Jlochefter^  fliould  be  referv'd  to  pay  for  the  Building  ^ 
and  ihdir  60 1,  is  fav'd  entire  for  that  Purpofe  every 
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Year.  Befides  which,  our  Poor-Rates  decreafe  ;  not- 
withftanding  feveral  chargeable  Accidents  about 
Settlements,  &c.  have  happened  •,  and  we  have  been 
at  a  confiderable  Expeace  in  furnifhing  the  Houle. 
And  'tis  eaiie  to  ihew,  (and,  I  believe,  moft  of  the 
Pariiliioners  are  convinced  Qf  it)  that  in  a  little  Time 
they  will  not  be  obliged  to  raife  above  loo/.  fer  Year, 
whereas  the  Rates  (exclufive  of  the  Rochefter  Charity) 
lately  amounted  to  230/.  and  were  ftill  rifiug.  Be- 
fides, the  Money  now  Expended  in  the  Houfe,  cir- 
culates duly  among  the  Tradelmen  of  the  Farifli, 
who  ferve  it  in  their  Turns,  and  have  their  Bills 
regularly  paid.  Wherea^,  what  Money  the  Poor 
receiv'd  before,  was  for  the  moft  Part  idly  and  ex- 
travagantly fpent,  and  did  little  real  Service  to 
themfelves  or  their  Neighbours.  But  more  of  this 
will  be  i^QQu  from  the  Rules  of  the  Houfe,  and  the 
Method  Oi  keeping  our  Books  :,  which  I  will  like- 
wife  fend  you,  as  foon  as  I  haveifime  to  copy  them. 

Such  are  the  Advantages  Which  we  do,  and  ihall 
reap  from  our  Work-houfe;  and  that  without  farm- 
ing it  out,  without  pinching  the  Poor,  or  getting  rid 
of  our  poor  Orphans  after  a  cruel  and  unchriftiaii 
Manner.  But  give  me  Leave,  S  i  k,  to  add,  that 
there  are  ftill  more  behind  ^  Great  and  Noble  ones. 
For  Blcjfed  is  the  Man^  that  provldcth  for  the  Jick  and 
needy :  The  Lord  will  deliver  him  in  the  Time  of  TroiihU* 
ThislFor^,  2i-':\^  Lahour  of  Love ^  will  teftify  our  Grati- 
tude to  our  great  Benefactor  and  Redeemer,  and  entitle 
us  to  his  Favour  and  Mercy.  Inafmuch,  He  will  fay 
at  the  great  Day  of  judgment,  as  ye  have  done  it  unto 
one  of  the  leafi  of  thcfc  my  Brethren^  ye  have  done  it 
unto  me, 

I  think  I  have  nothing  further  to  trouble  the 
Society  with  at  prefent,  but  only  to  alTure  them 
that  I  am. 

Sir, 
T'/jeir  7/ioft  obliged,  and  mo[l 
obedient  Jomnble  Servant^ 

Ca.  Parfea 

Refo. 
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Kefoktwns  of  the  Veftry  at  Stroud,  made  the 
i')th  of  November  1722,   to  Lq  obfercd  by 
the  Gocernotirs  of  the  Work-houje^  in  their 
ftttnre  Condn'ci  of  the  fame. 

li'Tn  HAT    Twelve  Gdvernours  be  appointed  to 
X^    dire^  the  Aiiairs  of  the  Work-houfe  for  one 
whole  Year^    and    to   report  the  5tate   of  it    at  a 
Veftry,  to  be  held  once  a  Quarter, 

II.  Th  AT  a  weekly  Account  be  kept,  in  a  Book 
provided  for  that  Ufe,  of  all  Disburfements  in  the 
laid  Ploufe  ^  and  that  the  Overfeers  of  the  Poor,  do 
bring  conftantly  to  the  Quarterly  Veftry,  an  Account, 
of  all  their  Ex^ences  out  of  the  Houfe^  to  be  entred  like- 
wile  in  the  faid  Book,  for  the  batisfadion  of  all  the 
Parifliioners. 

III.  T  H  A  T  a  Bill  of  Fare  be  given  by  the  Govern 
iiours  to  theMafter  and  Miftrefs  of  the  Houfe. 

IV.  That  the  Governours  vifit  the  Houfe  b/ 
Turns-,  two  every  Day  •,  and  that  whofoever  fails  of 
fo  doing  in  Perfon,  or  by  a  Deputy  (fubftituted  out 
of  their  own  Number)  ihall  ^oviVxt  Six~^cnce  forever/ 
fuch  Default,  to  be  difpos'd  of  by  the  Majority  of 
the  faid  Governours. 

V.  That  certain  Orders  be  drawn  up,  relating 
to  the  Buying  of  Provifions  ^  and  likewile  the  Beha- 
viour of  the  People  in  the  Houie  ^  that  it  may 
not  fail  to  anf.ver  the  End  of  it,  vlt*  to  be  an  Houf^ 
Of  Piety,  Charity,  and  Induflry. 

VI.  That  all  proper  Enquiries  be  daily  made? 
by  thofe,  whofe  Turn  'tis  to  vifit  the  Houfe,  relat- 
ing to  the  Obfervance  of  thofe  Orders-,  and  all 
Complaints,  Grievances,  &c,  be  minuted,  in  order  td 
be  laid  before  All,  or  a  Majority  of  the  Governours. 

VII.  T  H  AT  all  the  Governours  meet  at  the  Work- 
houfe  every  Sunday,  after  Evening -Service,  to  advife? 
together  upon  the  Minutes^  taken  by  them  the  \Vs:ek 
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paflj  and  to  agree  upon  any  frefh  Rules,  as  they  fee 
Occafion. 

VIII.  T  H  A  T  if  any  difficult  Cafe  happens,  it  Ihal) 
not  be  determined  by  the  two  vifiting  Governours, 
but  referr'd  to  the  weekly  Meeting  ;  or  if  it  requires 
immediate  Difpatch,  a  Majority  of  the  Governours 
ihall  be  caifd  together  on  that  Occafion. 

IX.  That  all  Refolutions,  and  Steps,  taken  ia 
this  Affair,  be  kept  in  a  Book  at  the  Work-houfe, 
for  the  Satisfadion  of  any  Parifliioner,  or  the  Infor- 
mation of  fuch,  as  may  be  defirous  to  purfue  the  fame 
good  Defign  in  other  Places. 

X.  That  the  faid  Governours  be  diligent,  and  un- 
animous in  this  Undertaking,  avoid  all  Contradictions 
and  Oppofitions  to  one  another,  and  to  the  Rules 
agreed  on  amongft  themlelves  *,  endeavouring  to  ad 
with  fuch  an  exa£l  Harmony,  that  (tho^  it  be  necelfary 
to  decide  all  Controverfies  by  the  Majority,  yet)  as 
far  as  is  poffible,  every  fmgle  Ad  of  each  Perfon, 
may  have  theConfent  and  Approbation  of  th®  whole 
Kumber  concern'd. 


Orders  to  he  Ohfer'vd  in  the  Work-hotife^ 

I.npHAT  the  Bill  of  Fare  be  punaually  obferv'd 
i     by  the  Mafter  and  Miflrefs,  until  any  Alte- 
ration be  made  therein,  by  a  Majority  of  the  Gover- 
nours. 

IT.  That  if  the  Butcher,  who  is  to  ferve  the 
Houfe  in  his  Turn  for  a  Month,  or  Quarter,  does  not 
conflantly  fupply  it  with  iuch  Pieces  ot  Meat,  as 
the  Governours  think  mofi  profitable  for  the  Ufe  of 
it,  the  two  Perfons,  who  vifit  on  the  Maket-Day^ 
ihall  go  to  other  Shops  in  the  Pariili,  where  they  may 
be  bell  furniiliM. 

III.  That  all  the  Shops  in  the  Pariili  have  their 
refpeftive  Turns  to  ferve  the  Houie  ;,  in  cafe  they 
fell  as  good  Wares,  and  as  cheap  as  they  do  to  other 
People. 

IV. 
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IV.  That  they  always  fend  Notes  of  the  Weight 
and  Price  with  their  Goods  ^  which  are  to  be  fil'd 
by  the  Mafter,  as  loon  as  he  has  made  proper  Entries 
of  the  fa  id  Goods  in  the  Books  of  the  Houfe. 

V.  That  all  Bills  be  paid  once  a  Quarter  by  the 
Overfeers. 

VI.  That  the  Grown  People  in  the  Houfe  have 
their  refpeftive  Offices  or  Employments ;  and  that 
thofe  Offices  or  Employments  be  appointed  by  a 
Majority  of  the  Governours. 

VII.  That  the  Children  fpin  Jerfey,  and  be 
moderately  task'd  ♦,  and  if  they  are  idle,  and  do  not 
their  Tasks,  or  make  great  V^afte,  that  they  go  fbme- 
times  without  their  Meals,  and  Ibmetimes  have  cor- 
poral Puniiliment,  at  the  Difcretion  of  the  Mafter 
and  Miftrefs. 

VIII.  That  they  be  at  Work  by  Six  of  the  Clock 
in  the  Summer,  and  eight  in  the  Winter,  and  con- 
tinue foy  till  they  have  done  their  daily  Tasks. 

IX.  That  fpecial  Care  be  taken  to  prevent  the 
Childrens  making  Wafte  •,  and  that  this  Article  be 
particularly  enquir'd  into  by  the  vifiting  Governours. 

X.  That  fit  Perfons  be  appointed  to  reel  the 
Work  •,  and  that  they  do  it  well  and  faithfully, 
without  injuring  the  Houfe,  or  the  Perfon  who 
employs  them. 

XL  That  each  Child  have  every  Day  two  Hours 
to  learn  to  read,  (^c.  at  the  Difcretion  of  the  Mafter 
and  Miftrefs. 

XII.  That  there  be  Prayers  in  the  Houfe  Morning 
and  Evening,  and  a  Chapter  in  the  Bible,  diftlnftly 
read  before  Prayers;  and  that  Grace  before  and 
after  Meat  be  always  faid  by  one  of  the  Children. 

Xlil.  That  certain  Hours  be  appointed  and  ob- 
ferv'd  for  Prayers  and  Meals  •,  and  that  none  of  the 
Houfe  be  abfent  at  fuch  Times-,  and  that  all  go  to 
Bed  by  Eight  in  the  Winter,  and  Ten  in  the  Summer, 

XIV.  That  all  the  Children,  and  as  many  of  the 
Grown  People  as  can  be  fpar'd  out  of  the  Houfe,  do 
conftantly    go    to  Church  on  Sundays,   Holy-days, 
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WedneFdays  and  Fridays,  and  carry  their  Bibles  afid 
Common-Prayer  Books  with  them. 

XV.  That  neither  Children  nor  others ,  gd 
abroad  on  Sundays,  but  continue  together  in  the 
Houfe,  and  read  Ibme  Portion  of  Holy  Scripture,  or 
a  Chapter  out  of  the  H^hole  Dtity  of  Aian. 

XVI.  That  the  Children  be  never  fuffer'd  to  go 
Tinto  the  Streets,  or  to  play,  unlefs  they  behave  them^ 
lelves  well  \\\  the  Houle,  and  do  their  Tasks. 

XVII.  That  none  (either  old  or  young)  prefume 
to  go  out  without  the  Mafter's  or  MiftrelVs  Leave. 

XVIII.  That  particular  Care  be  likewife  taken 
of  the  Education,  Manners,  and  Behaviour  of  the 
Children  of  the  Charity-School  taught  in  the  Work- 
houfe  \  and  that  their  Names  be  call'd  over  at  Seven 
a  Clock  in  the  Summer,  and  Eight  in  the  Winter 
lialfYear,  every  Morning,  and  at  one  in  the  After- 
noon :  And  if  any  be  milling,  to  be  put  down  with 
jSIotes  for  Tardy,  or  Abfeiit  ^  and  that  great  Faults, 
as  Lying,  Swearing,  Stealing,  playing  at  Church, 
Truanting,  &c.  be  alfo  noted  down  in  weekly  Bills, 
to  be  laid  before  the  Governours  every  Sunday- 
evening* 

XIX.  That  all  the  Children  appear  then  con- 
flantly  before  the  Governours,  to  fliow  the  Condition 
of  their  Cloaths,  and  to  be  examined  in  the  Progrefs 
they  make  in  their  Learning  *,  that  the  Mailer  and 
Scholars  may  have  their  due  Commendations,  and  thef 
Benefaftors  all  the  Comfort  they  propoie  to  them- 
felves,  by  encouraging  this  Defign. 

Lastly,  That  the  Mafter  and  Miflrefs  ufe  all 
poiiible  Care  to  promote  Peace,  and  good  Order  in 
the  Houfe;  that  they  treat  the  elderly  People  calmly^ 
and  tenderly  ;  and  to  lay  all  material  Complaints 
before  the  Governours,  without  attempting  to  remove 
them  themfelves. 

Resolved,  That  the  Articles  agreed  to  at  a 
Veftry,  held  the  \<^th  of  November  1722,  with  thelef 
and  all  other  Orders,  that  may  be  made  hereaftefj 
for  the   due  Management    of  the  Work-houfe^   bef 
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always  confulted  by  the  vifiting  Governours  ;  whereby 
they  may  be  eafily  direded  to  make  all  proper  Enqui- 
ries, and  to  frame  their  Minutes  accordingly  for  the 
general  Weekly  Meeting. 

The  Bill  of  Fare. 


Sunday 


Monday 
Tuefday 


Breahfajf. 

Hard  Bisket  for 
the  Children, 
Bread&Cheefe 
for  the    old 
People 

Beef  Broth 


Hard  Bisket  for 
the  Children, 
Milk  Porridge 
for  the  old 
People 
Wednefday  Beef  Broth 

Thurfday     As  on  Tuefday 


Friday  Peafe  Porridge 

Saturday       As  oji  Tuefday 


Dinner 

Buttock  of  Beef 
and  Pudding 


Cold  Meat  and 

Pudding 
Double  Rands 

cf  Beef  and 

Pudding 


Cold  Meat  and 

Pudding 
Moufe. piece  of 

Beef  &  Peafe 

Pudding 
Cold  Meat  and 
Pudding 
Thick  Milk 


Supper 

Hard  Bisket  for 
the  Children, 
Bread&Cheefe 
for   the  old 
People 

Bread  &Cheefe 

Bread  &  Butter 


Bread  ScCheefe 
Bread  &  Butter 

Bread  &  Cheefc 
Bread  &  Butter 


The  Accounts  of  Receipts  and  Bijhurfements  for  the 
Houfe,  are  regularly  kept  for  the  Infpeftion  of  any 
of  the  Benefa8:ors,  or  Parilhioners.  A  Specimen  of 
which  is  publiihed  in  an  Account  of  this  Work- 
houfe,  printed  by  Jofeph  Downina  in  Bartholomew-Clofe. 
But,  for  the  Reader's  Satisfaction,  the  Account  of 
Expences  for  the  Year  1723,  is  here  fubjoin'd. 


Jiread^ 


(4S) 


trendy  Flower^  and  hard  "Bisht. 

Paid  Mr.  —  I  ft  QuMter^vlz.} 

from  Lady-Day    I723,>S   ^^  ^Vi 

X,o  Midfummer j 

Mr..—  2d  Quarter  —  7  06  05^ 
Mr.—  3  d  Quarter .  7  01  00 


Mr.  — 4th  Quarter,  ^k. 7  ^^ 

to  Lady-Bay  1724 J 


29  12  07 


-    Sutter y    Cheefe^    Soap^     Candles^ 
and  other  fmali  Wares. 

PaidMr.::—. I  Quarter- 3  11  o8i 

Mr.'t-- 2  Quarter 4  05  10 

Mr ^(^^x^ex^^ '  4  H  o^ 

Mr.  — 4  Quarter —  4  10  00 

**        , . .  17  01  c8i 

Paid  Mr.  i  Quarter  — 4  07  o<^^ 

2  Quarter .—  4  07  06" 


3  Quarter   ^— — —  4  00  o5 

4  Quarter  — —  — ^—  4  14  o5 


Paid  Mrs.  i—  i  and  2  Quarters    o  i  p  oo 

3  Quarter    • 1  01  o5 

4  Quarter  o  c8  00 


17  10  00 


02  08  o(^ 


Carry'd  over  66  1 2  09^ 
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Brought  over  66  12  091 

L.     s.     ^. 

Paid  Mr.  —  i  Quarter  — 7   12  03 

Mr. — .2  Quarter 9  02  loi 

Mr. . — .  3  Quarter 6  12  oS 

Mn  —  4  Qjaarter 11  04  08 

• 34  12,  051 


Linnen  and  Cloaths. 
Paid  Mr  ^.  and  B.  for  the  whole  Year    —  8  08  04 

Coals. 

Paid  Mr,  J.  for  4  Chaldron  for  the  whole"?      ^^  ^^. 
Year > "— ^  J 


Paid  Mr. — for  Leather  to  make  and  mend 7      ^^  ^^^^ 
Shoes  for  a  Year S  * 


10  00  00 


Mafter's  yearly  Salary     • —  — 

Mending  Wheels  and  Reels,  ftrong  Beer!      ^^  ^^ 
for  Waflierwomen,  paid  the  whole  Year  J*^ 
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By  the  foregoing  Account,  the  Reader  may  obferve 
in  how  eafy  a  Method  the  Accounts  of  this  Houie 
are  kept.      Five  Articles  fufiice,  for  the   mofl  part, 

H  tor 


for  the  weekly  Expences,  which  may  be  all  ex- 
prefs'd  in  fo  many  Lines  ^  and  at  the  End  of  each 
Quarter  the  Totals  are  computed  as  in  the  preced- 
ing Account.  The  Annual  Articles  are  accounted 
for  in  the  Quarters  in  which  they  happen. 

In  the  Year,  for  which  the  foregoing  Account  was 
kept,  30  Perfons  were,  one  Week  with  another, 
maintained  in  the  Houfe  •,  fo  that  the  weekly  Charge 
per  Head  amounts  to  about  is,  8^7.  And  the 
Earnings  by  Labour,  which  are  about  8^.  per  Week 
to  the  Houfe,  are  clearly  lav'd  to  the  Farilh. 

The  chief  Bufinefs  which  employs  the  Poor  here 
is  Spnningj  for  which  one  Perfon  in  the  Neighbour- 
hood furniihes  them  with  Wool  ready  preparM  for 
the  Wheel,  from  Time  to  Time  as  they  want  it. 

This  Perfon  pays  a  Penny  for  every  Skain  that  is 
fpun  ',  the  Skain  confifting  of  fo  many  Threads  as  is 

ufuaL 

And  the  Houfe  pays  a  Penny  for  every  Ounce  qf 
Wool  that  is  loft  or  wafted  of  the  Quantity  delivered 
in.  By  which  Means  all  Trouble  of  buying  or  felling 
JVLaterials  for  employing  the  Poor  is  avoided. 


An 
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Jn  ExtraU  offeveral  Letters^  ^^"^^^^ 
an  Account  of  Work^-houfes  Jet  up 
in  the  County  o/^Eflex,  vi^. 

Barking,  aim  Bury-king. 

S  I  Pv,  Afarch  1 3.  177*^ 

TN  the  Year  1721,  the  Parifli  took  a  Houfe  upon 
I  a  Leafe  for  30  Years,  at  io7.  per  Amum^  and 
Having  fitted  it  up  with  necefTary  Accommodations 
for  receiving  the  poor  Penfioners  of  the  Pariih,  the/ 
open'd  it  at  Chriftrms  the  fam^  Year.  It  will  conve-^ 
niently  lodge  about  48  People,  two  in  a  Bed  •,  and 
there  is  a  fmall  Infirmary  built  on  the  Backfide  of 
the  Houfe,  but  the  People  are  generaUy  in  fo  good 
Health,  that  there  has  been  hitherto  little  Occaiioa 
to  ufe  it. 
The  Number  of  Poor  now  in  the  Houfe  is, 

.roldWoU}    from  so  to  80  Years  of  Age. 

10. 

Their  Employment  is  picking  Oakurrt,  at  which 
they  earn  altogether  about  2c  /.  per  Annum  \  the 
Materials  for  this  Sort  of  Work  being  Pieces  of  old 
Cable,  or  Junk  (as  it  is  calfd),  are  bought  of  two 
Merchants,  one  at  Fotherhithy  near  three  Mariners  Stairs^ 
and  the  other  at  CnchlcTs  Pointy  and  coft  from  7  s, 
to  TO  J.  per  hundredweight-,  which  is  fold  again  m 
Oakum  for  10  s.  or  1 2  j.  f^r  hundred. 

Or  in  fpun  Yarn  2it  ld'\  per  pound. 

Or  in  Rope  Yarn  at  1  d-  fer  /.  or  i5  ^.  8  d,  fer  C  Wt. 
For  all  thde  are  made  out  of  old  Gable*  Th* 
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The  Women  tnit  and  mend  Stockings  for  the 
whole  Family,  make  Beds,  and  keep  the  Houfe  clean^ 
and  Ibmetimes  pick  Oakum. 

The  Steward  and  his  Wife  have  the  Government 
of  the  Family  •,  he  bays  all  NecefTaries  for  Food  at 
the  Market,  and   Hie  takes  Care  for  dreHing  it. 

The  ViO:uals  is  divided  into  MefTes,  4  Perfons  to 
a  Mefs  ^  and  this  being  a  cheap  Country  for  Flefh, 
they  have  4  Fleili  Days  in  the  Week,  according  to 
the  followii  g  Bill  of  Fare,  viz.. 


Sunday 
Monday 

Tuefday 

Wednefday 

Thurfday 

Friday 

Saturday 


Breakfafi. 
Sheeps  Head 

Broth 
BeefBroth 


Hafty   Pud- 
ding 

Ox  Cheek 
Broth 

Hot  Peafe 
Porridge 

BeefBroth 

Milk  Por- 
ridge 


Dinmr. 

Beef,  Pudding, 
and  Broth 

Oatmeal  Hafty 
Pudding, with 
a  quarter  of  a 
Pound  of  But- 
ter to  a  Mefs 

Three  bak'd 
Ox  Cheeks 

Peafe  Porridge 

Beef  and  Broth 

Milk  Porridge 

Sheep's  Head 
for  each  iMefs 


Supper. 
What's  left 

at  Noon 
Bread  Butter 

or  Cheefe 


What's  left 

at  Dinner 
Bread,  Cheefe 

and  Butter 
What's  left 

at  Dinner 
Bread  and 

Cheefe 
What's  left 

at  Dinner 


Bread  and  Beer  are  allowed  to  all  without  Limitation. 

They  have  Roafl  Beef  at  the  Three  great  Feflivalsj 
and  Plumb-Pudding  at  Chrtfimas, 

The  Poor's  Rate  here  is  reduced  from  2  /.  to  i  s,  in 
the  Pound,  and  the  Poor  better  provided  for. 


Rum' 


(5?) 

*•      Rumford. 

S  I  R,  O^ob.  24.  1724* 

1  Received  yours  in  due  Time,  and  had  acknow- 
ledged it  fooner,  but  that  Bufinefs  or  Accidents 
have  hindred  me*,  this  is  all  the  Apology  1  fhall 
make  Tor  this  Delay,  and  therefore  fhall  addreis  my 
felf  to  give  you  fuch  an  Account  as  you  defire. 

You  have  been  rightly  inform'd  as  to  the  Work-" 
houfe  in  this  Town.  It  is  true  in  Fad  we  have  one  ^ 
and  tho'  it  has  not  fully  aniwer'd  our  Expe8:ations, 
yet  it  proves  of  vaft  Service  to  the  Pariili  ^  the 
Truth  out  isy  we  have  not  publick-fpirited  Men 
enough  amoimft  us  to  fliperviie  it,  and  therefore 
there  has  not  been  fo  good  OEconomy  in  it,  as  is 
requifite  to  render  a  thing  of  this  Nature  the  mofl 
extenfively  ufeful  and  beneficial  to  the  Publick. 

As  to  the  Number  of  People  taken  in  and  pro- 
vided for  in  the  Houfe,  it  is  very  different,  fometimes 
more  and  fometimes  lefs.  We  have  had  above  30, 
and  now  under  20.  Thefe  being  impotent  People, 
very  aged,  or  Children,  it  cannot  be  expeded  they 
fhould  earn  a  great  deal :  However,  fomewhat  they 
do,  both  Men  and  Women  go  Abroad  to  work,  when 
there  is  a  Demand  for  them  •,  and  at  Home  the 
Women  fpin  or  wind  Silk,  and  the  Men  pick  Cakum, 

1  muft,  Sir,  obferve  to  you,  that  the  Advantage 
of  the  Work-houfe  to  the  Pariili,  does  not  arife  from 
what  the  poor  People  can  do  towards  their  Subfift- 
ance,  but  from  the  Apprehenfions  the  Poor  have  of 
it.  Thefe  prompt  them  to  exert,  and  do  their 
utmoft  to  keep  themfelves  off  the  Parifh,  and 
render  them  exceedingly  averfj  to  fubmit  to  come 
into  the  Houfe,  till  extream  NeceJTity  compels  them. 

Pride,  tho**  it  does  ill  become  poor  Folks,  won't 
fuller  fome  to  wear  the  Badge  *,  others  cannot  brook 

•>        Con- 
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Confinement ;  and  a  third  Sprt  deem  the  Wort-houfe 
to  be  a  mere  State  of  Slavery,  and  fo  Numbers  are 
kept  out.  ^  >it- 

There  are  two  Things  more  that  have  greatly- 
contributed  to  render  the  Work-houle  beneficial 
towards  reducing  the  Poor's  Rate,  viz..  That  whereas 
before  a  great  many  Penfions  were  granted  thro' 
Partiality  or  Favour,  thefe  are  all  ftopp'd:  And 
whereas  it  was  ufual  to  pay  Rents  for  the  f  oor,  we 
have  refolv'd  to  pay  none  •,  and  in  this  Article  we 
have  fav'd  to  the  Parifh  above  70/,;  per  jinmm. 

Before  opening  of  the  Houfe,  ou4|  Rates  for  the 
Poor  were  fometimes  is,  ^  d.  and  i  j.  iod.  and  never 
under  i  j.  6  d.  fer  Pound ;  laft  Year  they  were  but 
J  s.  out  of  which  too  we  paid  a  Debt  of  50/.  and 
this  Year  we  hope  to  come  off  for  8  d. 

I  fend  you  a  Tranfcript  of  the  Orders  •,  in  the 
main  they  are  pretty  g(5od,  and  proper  to, promote 
the  End  of  their  Eftabliihment.  1  have  enquir'd 
how  the  Orders  are  obferv'd,  and  am  told,  that  in 
moft  Things  prefcribed  they  are  very  punftual. 

The  Expences  for  the  Work-houfe  from  Michael- 
mas  1723,   to  Michaelmas  1724,  were  147/.  11  5,  odr%if 
and  the  Receipts  for  the  Labour  and  Work  of  the 
Poor  in  the  fame  Time,  were  to  /.  -17  j.  7  ^.  t 

There  is  alfo  another  Work-houfe  in  this  Neigh- . 
bourhood,  viz.^  at  Homchurchy  and  the  Pariik  has  had 
good  Succefs  in  the  Eftabliihment  of  it :  The  Poor's 
Rates*  are  reduced  from  five  hundred  Pounds  pr 
Annum^  to  under  two  hundred ;  and  there  is  this 
Singularity  there,  that  they  have  fet  the  Work- 
houfe,  and  give  a  Man  one  hundred  Guineas  to 
provide  for  the  Poor  for  one  Year,  and  hope  to 
agree  \yith  hira  for  the  next  atTourfcore. 


I  am. 


The  Orders  in  the  Worhhotife  at  Rumford 
are  to  the  following  Effefi- 

I.'T^HAT  the  Mafter  and  Miftrefs  be  fober  and 
\     orderly  Perfons,  and  not  given  to  fwear,  and 
that  they  fee  the  Orders  ftriftly  performed. 

II.  That  they  rife  by  Seven  a  Clock  in  the 
Morning  from  Michaelmas  to  Lady-Day  •,  and  by  Six 
from  Lady-Day  to  Michaelmoi. 

III.  That  they  fee  the  Family  a  Bed  by  Eight  a 
Clock,  and  their  Candles  out,  during  the  Winter 
half- Year  •,  but  in  the  Summer  half- Year,  that  they 
be  in  Bed  by  Nine. 

IV.  That  they  have  their  Breakfaft  in  the  Winter 
half-Year  at  Eight  in  the  Morning,  and  in  the 
Summer  half-Year  by  Seven. 

V.  That  they  have  their  Dinner  by  one  a  Clock 
all  the  Year. 

VI.  That  they  have  their  Supper  at  Six  in  the 
Evening  during  the  Winter  half-Year,  and  in  the 
Summer  at  Seven. 

VII.  That  the  Beer  be  drawn  by  one  Perfon  for 
a  whole  Day  in  his  Turn. 

^'     VIII.  That  the  Cloth  be  laid  by  Turns  for  Break- 
faft, Dinner,  and  Supper. 

IX.  That  they  fit  at  the  Table  to  eat  their  Meals 
^in  a  decent  Manner. 

X.  That  the  Mafter  fay  Grace  before  and  after 
their  Meals.  ^ 

XI.  That  they  have  the  Houfe  fwept  from  T 
to  Bottom  every  Morning,  and  wafh'd  once  a  Wej' 

XII.  That  they  are  call'd  to  work  in  Summe" 
Seven,  and  in  the  Winter  at  Eight  intheMornin 

XIII.  That  they  leave  Work  at  Seven  a  Clock 
Kight  in  the  Summer,  and  Six  in  the  Winter. 

XIV.  That  no  Perfon  go  out  of  the  Gate  without 
the  Matter's  Leave, 

tKV* 
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XV.  That  if  any  Perfon  fteals,  or  is  heard  to 
fwear,  or  curfe,  for  fuch  Crimes  the  firfl  Time  to 
fland  on  a  vStooi  at  one  Corner  of  the  working  Room^ 
the  whole  Day,  with  the  Crime  pinn'd  to  their 
3reaf{:. 

XVI.  That  for  the  fecond  Offence,  he  or  ihe  ftand 
m  the  like  Podure,  and  have  half  a  Pound  of  Bread, 
and  a  Quart  of  Water  for  that  Day. 

XVII.  That  for  the  third  Oiience,  he  or  fhe  be 
order'd  by  a  Jufdce  of  Peace  to  be  pubiickly  whipt. 

XVIII.  That  the  Mafter  read,  orcaufe  to  be  read, 
Prayers  every  Morning  before  Breakfaft,  and  every 
Evening  before  Supper,  and  call  together  as  many  as 
can  be  conveniently  there. 

XIX.  That  thefe  Prayers  fliall  be  out  of  theWhole 
JDnty  of  Man  J  or  fom.e  other  good  Bock,  as  the  Mi- 
nifter  fliall  appoint. 

XX.  That  the  Mafter  and  Miftrefs  fhall  every 
Lord's  Day  attend  at  the  Publick  Worihip,  with  as 
many  of  the  Ploufa  as  are  not  hindred  by  a  juft 
Reaibn. 

XXI.  That  on  the  Lord's  Day,  either  before 
Church,  or  after  Dinner,  he  do  read,  or  caufe  to  be 
read,  the  Pfalms  and  Leffons  appointed  for  the 
Morning  Service  *,  and  after  Evening  Prayer,  the 
Pfalms  and  Lelfons  for  the  Evening  Service  ^  and  alfo 
a  Seftion  or  Chapter  out  o^  theWhole  Duty  of  Man, 

XXII.  That  the  Mafter  and  Miftrefs  do  receive  the 
Holy  Sacrament  four  Times  every  Year  at  leaft.         « 

XXIII.  That  the  Mafter  do  give  an  Account  every 
Monthly  Meeting,  of  all  fuch  as  are  negligent  and 
diforderly. 


•/ 


Brent 
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Brentwood,   Efex. 

Si  r,  Jafj,  9.  i7}f. 

IN  the  Work-houfe  at  this  Place,  there  are  only 
at  prefent  4  or  5  ancient  People,  paft  their  La- 
bour, one  incurable,  and  half  a  dozen  fmall  Children, 
under  the  Government  of  a  Miftrefs :  And  tho\  the 
poor  People  being  helplels,  there  is  little  or  no  NA^ork 
done  in  it,  yet  the  fetting  of  it  up  has  had  this  good 
Elfe£l,  that  the  Poor's  Rates  are  lelTen'd  above  one 
half,  by  exciting  the  Induftry  of  the  poorer  Sort, 
who  are  willing  to  exert  their  utmofi:  Endeavours  to 
maintain  themfelves  at  Home,  rather  than  to  be  put 
into  the  Woik-houfe. 

I  remain, 

S  I  R,    (^C. 

Maiden,  Ejjex. 

Sir,  Jan*  30.  lyff. 

I  Have  informM  my  felf  of  the  State  of  our  Work- 
houfe  ^  and,  as  you  defir'd,  fend  you  thefe  Par- 
ticulars. The  Reverend  Dr.  Tlumb^  a  iSIative  of  this 
Place,  left  by  his  Will  feveral  Lands,  with  confider- 
able  Sums  of  Money  for  charitable  Ufes  in  Aiddcn^ 
one  of  which  was  the  building  and  endowing  a  Work- 
houfe.  What  the  particular  Sum  is,  that  wasdefign'd 
for  the  Work-houfe,  does  not  yet  appear;  For  the 
Remainder,  after  the  Difcharge  of  all  Debts  and 
Legacies,  was  to  be  aifign'd  for  this  Ufe. 

i  Now 
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Now,  tho'  feveral  of  the  Truftees  were  Inhabitants 
and  Magiftrates  of  the  Town,  and  the  Town  grie- 
voully  opprefsM  with  the  Weight  of  the  Poor's 
Rates  ^  yec,  for  fome  Reafons,  it  was  not  thought 
proper  to  demand  the  Money  for  the  Work-houfe 
of  the  Executor,  for  feveral  Years  after  the  Dolor's 
Death;  But  about  lo  Years  ago,  the  Work  houfe 
was  built,  which  coft  about  a  thoufand  Pounds:  and 
jibout  two  hundred  more  was  laid  out  for  Goods 
and  Utenfils* 

It's  faid,  there  is  about  700  /.  ftill  behind,  which  is 
to  be  laid  out  in  Land  for  the  Support  of  the  Work- 
houfe  ^  but  the  Truftees  do  not  yet  think  fit  to 
dem  uid  it. 

Before  this  Provifion  was  made,  our  Poor's  Rates 
"were  from  three  to  five  Shillings  in  the  Pound  per 
yinmm ;  but  DC'  one  Shilling  in  the  Pound  is  the 
ordinary  Stjnt  m  our  Parifh,  and  the  other  two 
P^riihes  abdut  half  as  much.  There  are  now  not 
t"'e  jty  poor  People  in  the  Work-houfe ;  for  this  is 
one  conltant  good  Effed  of  it,  that  many  of  the  Poor 
will  enaeavoui  ro  live  of  themlelves,  rather  than  be 
fo  provided  for.  I  think  this  is  all  you  defired 
to  know,  and  therefore,  with  due  Refpeds, 

I  remain, 

S  !  R,    &C' 

Colcheftei%  Effex. 

Sir,  A'^^'-  11.1724.' 

TH  E  Work-houfe  Corporation  ^tColchcfier^  coji- 
fifts  of  48  Guardians,  eleded  by  every  Townf- 
nian,who  pays  to  the  Poor  after  the  Rate  of  five  Pounds 
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per  Anmm'^  befides  the  Aldermen  of  the  Town,  who 
are  conftant  Guardians  by  virtue  of  their  Place. 

FrOxM  among  thefe  forty  eight,  are  chofe  by  them- 
felves  a  Governour,  Deputy  Governour,  Treafurer, 
and  Twelve  Ailiftants.  The  Bufinefs  of  thele  laft, 
is  to  have  the  immediate  Direftion  and  M ana  icemen c 
of  the  Poor,  whotn  they  relieve  according  to  their 
own  Difcretion. 

The  Authority  vefted  in  the  whole  Body,  is  to 
aflefs  and  rate,  in  equal  Proportions,  every  Perfoa, 
living  within  the  Town  of  Colchefter  •,  which  is  done 
by  a  Pound  Rate  upon  all  Land  and  -Tenements^ 
Tythes  appropriate  and  Impropriations  of  Tythes, 
according  as  the  Exigencies  and  Wants  of  the  Poor 
require. 

■    The  Rates  never  exceeded  6  s.  fometimes  5  s.  and 
at  prefent  only  35.  4^.  in  the  Pound  fer  Annum, 

The  Sum  of  Money  rais'd  every  Year  at  the  pre- 
fent Affefsment,  amounts  to  about  1800/.  for  the 
colle8:ing  of  which  there  are  two  Perfons  chofe,  to 
\vhom  we  allow  a  Salary  of  30  /.  each.  This  Money 
is  paid  into  the  Hands  of  the  Treafurer,  and  is  by 
him  diftributed  weekly  to  two  other  Perfons  called 
TayerSy  who  relieve  the  Poor  according  to  each 
Perfon's  flated  Colledion,  or  their  particular  Emer- 
gencies, as  the  AiTiftants  fhall,  by  Bills  under  their 
Hands,  orders  which  Bilk  are  always  produced  as 
Vouchers,  to  prevent  any  Fraud. 

B  Y  the  Afliftants  every  three  Weeks  is  kept  a 
Court  at  the  Work-houfe,  where  the  Poors  Com- 
plaints are  heard,  and  there  reliev'd  according  as 
they  fee  Caufe. 

Tn  the  Work-houfe  there  are  about  40  or  50 
Children,  kept  at  Work  by  a  Mafler  appointed, 
whole  Salary  is  20/.  per  Annum^  befides  Mainte- 
nance \  where  they  are  allow'd  the  beft  of  Meat  three 
Times  a  Week,  and  the  beft  Butter  and  Cheefe  the 
other  Days,  that  can  be  bought  for  Money.  Their 
Work  is  Carding  and  Spinning  Wool  for  the  Bay- 
inakers ;  fome  of  themi  will  earn  6  d^  or  7  ^,  a  Day. 
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I  N  this  Work-licmfe,  there  is  a  large  Part  ailignM 
for  au  Infirmary,  into  which  the  old  and  infirm 
Perfons  are  put  •,  where  there  is  a  Nurfe  to  attend 
them,  with  Firing  allovv'd  •,  but  the  Poor  there  are 
at  ftated  Allowances,  and  provide  for  themlelves,  by 
the  fame  Work,  or  any  other  which  they  choofe. 

I  remain,  with  due  Refpeds,  &c. 

Chelmsford,  Efex. 

S  I  B,  17220 

According  to  your  Requeft,  1  here  give  you  an 
Account  of  our  Proceedings  from  the  firft 
ereding  a  Work-houfe,  and  the  Advantages  the  Pariih 
has  receiv'd  by  fo  doing. 

It  was  built  upon  Ground  where  flood  old  Alms- 
houfes,  always  wanting  Pvepair,  which  cofl:  a  great 
deal  of  Money  every  Year:  The  Ground  was  about 
no  Feet  in  Length,  but  they  took  not  above  17 
Feet  in  Breadth,  there  being  Room  left  for  a  Yard 
and  a  Garden  behind  the  Building. 

The  Pariih  cliofe  Twelve  Truflees  to  dire£l  the 
Work,  and  they  provided  Money  to  go  on  with  it : 
They  borrowed  300  /.  upon  hiterefl,  befides  what 
they  gathered  from  the  Rates ;  it  was  about  fix 
Months  before  it  was  ready  to  receive  the  People: 
The  whole  Charge  was  about  600/.  and  in  a  Year 
and  a  half's  Time,  by  lelTer  Rates  than  they  had  paid 
before,  they  dilcharg'd  all  the  Workmen,  and  the 
Money  borrow'd  upon  hitereft  :  We  paid  3  j.  6^.  in 
the  Pound,  but  paid  only  2  s.  6  d.  all  the  Time  of 
the  Building  ^  and  llnce  it  is  finiih'd,  we  have  reduced 
it  to  I  s.  in  the  Pound  for  the  whole  Year,  including 

the 
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the  Church- warden^s  Rate  •,  for  we  have  no  Church 
Lands  belonging  to  us. 

The  Houle  was  built  in  171 6,  and  I  may  aver, 
that  the  Pariih  has  fav'd,  by  having  a  Work-houfe, 
between  1000  or  11 00/.  For  the  People  of  the 
Pariih  have  been  forely  affiifted  with  the  Small-Pox, 
and  Fevers,  and  Agues  *,  and  becaule  they  would  not 
come  into  the  Houte,  they  have  made  ihift  with  a 
Shilling,  when  four  before  would  not  content  them- 
and  they  were  wont  to  be  always  troubling  the  Over - 
feers  for  Money,  tho'  never  fatisfv'd  whatever  they 
gave  them  \  but  now  the  Overfeer's  Olfice  is  the 
ealieft  Oihce  in  the  Parifh  :  We  pay  no  Rents  as 
we  us'd  to  do,  for  we  paid  as  many  Rents  formerly, 
as  would  pay  the  Intereft  of  the  Money  that  builc 
the  Houle. 

Ira  Perfon  that  is  .induftrious  falls  fick,  or  his 
Family,  we  do  not  prefently  hurry  him  into  the 
Work  houfe,  but  give  him  now  and  then  a  Shilling 
for  prefent  Aihftance :  And  if  thofe  that  do  come 
in,  have  any  Goods,  they  bring  them  in  with  them. 

Eleven  Perfons  had  the  Small-Pox  in  the  Houle, 
and  it  coft  the  Parifli  not  one  Shilling  for  nurfmg 
them,  nor  any  Charge  for  an  Apothecary  ;  thank 
GOD  they  all  did  well  with  the  Kitchen  Phyfick, 
which  fav'd  the  Parifh  Abundance  of  Money,  which 
muft  have  been  expended,  had  they  been  nurs'd 
Abroad  as  they  us'd  to  be. 

Thus  far  you  have  an  Account  of  the  good  Effefts 
the  Pariili  has  receiv'd  by  building  the  Work-houfe  : 
I  fhall  now  inform  you  how  the  Poor  are  managed. 

The  ancient  People  are  treated  according  to  their 
Age,  without  Compulfion :  But  the  lufty  and  ftrong 
are  task'd  according  to  their  feveral  Abilities,  fome 
to  earn  5^.  fome  4^.  fome  3^.  and  the  Children 
fome  f  d.  Ibme  2  cL  a  Day.  They  have  always  a 
Breakfaft  to  go  on  with  their  Day's  Work  *,  and  if 
they  be  not  forward  in  the  Forenoon,  they  have 
neither  Dinner  nor  Supper  till  they  have  done- 

They 
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They  have  the  beft  of  Beef  and  good  Pudding  f hree 
Times  a  Week,  Sundays^  Tuefdaysy  and  Thurfdays :  They 
are  allow'd  Beer,  two  Bulhels  of  Malt  to  the  Hogfhead, 
and  nine  Gallons  to  the  Bufhel :     They   have  all  a 
clean  Shift  every  Week,  and  Care  is  taken  that  they 
be  waih'd,    and  their  Heads   comb'd :    They   have 
two  Bulliels  of  Meal  every  Week,  and  bake  it  as  it 
comes   from    the  Mill:     They    have  good  Cheefe, 
and  good  Butter,  and  all  other  Neceffaries  for  Houle- 
keeping.     There  are  Four  Overfeers,  and  every  one 
accounts  in  his  Quarter  to  buy  fuch  Things   as  are 
wanted  ^  and  the  Mailer  keeps  the  general  Accounts 
for    the    whole  Pariih  *,    fo   that  every  Parifhioner 
may  fee  what  his  Money  is  laid  out  for.    I  iliould 
have  informed  you,  that  they  make  Broth  from  the 
Meat   for   the  next  Morning,    and   othe'*   Mornings 
Milk  Porridge  from  the  beft  of  Milk. 

Our  whole  Charge  for  the  Year  is  about  190/. 
but  has  been  500  /.  and  more. 

Sir,  If  I  have  omitted  any  Thing  that  your 
Friend  v/ill  think  material,  I  (hall  be  ready  to  anfwer 
it  upon  the  firft  Information  to, 

S  I  R, 

Your  humble  Servant,  &c, 

F»S^  At  the  Seafon  for  picking  Hops,  the  whole 
Family  have  been  imploy'd  that  Way,  and  earn'd 
not  a  little  by  their  Labour. 


Hert 
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Hertford. 


Si  r,  February  i5.  ivff. 

TH  E  Work-houfe  \n  St.  j^ndrexvs  Parifh  ^^rf- 
fordy  was  opeird  7««^  20.  172,4.  it  coft  about 
400  /.  The  Money  was  borrowed  at  $  /•  5  s,  per 
Cent,  to  fink  the  Principal  in  99  Years  *,  or  the  Parifh 
may  redeem  or  pay  otf  the  Mortgage  when  they 
pleafe.  Before  this  Houfe  was  erected,  we  paid  about 
14/.  }er  Annum  Rents  for  the  Poor  •,  and  the  whole 
Expence  for  maintaining  them  amounted  to  200/. 
per  Annum :  But  fuch  great  Numbers,  rather  than 
come  into  the  Houle,  quitted  their  Penfions  *,  that 
mow  100  /.  will  carry  the  Parifh  thro'  a  Year.  The 
Poor  are  now  more  induftrious ;  there  are  about  ten 
in  the  Houie,  who  are  imploy'd  in  fpinniug  Wool, 
and  in  making  and  mending  for  one  another  *,  and 
they  earn  about  8  ^.  a  Week.  The  Mafler  is  allow'd 
5  J.  a  Week  and  "his  Lodging,  with  Provifions  for 
himfelf  and  Family  in  the  Work-houfe. 


ii^'k'k'kic^^'ki^'kii'k'k^^k'kii'k^kiiiii^iiiiii'k'k'k 


Ware,    Hertfordfh, 

Sir,  Feb.  I7if. 

IT  is  not  above  half  a  Year  fmce  the  Work-houfe 
at  this  Place  was  erefted,  fo  that  a  ftri£l  Account 
of  what  will  be  fav'd,  is  not  yet  known.  Two  thirds 
of  the  Penfioners  have  left  taking  their  Penfions,  and 
we  exped  our  Rates  will  fink  one  half  at  leafl.  The 
Poor,  about  30  in  Number^  cofl  the  Parifh  about  18  ^. 

each 
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each  fer  Week  to  maintain  them  :  They  do  very  little 
Work,  for  fcarce  any  will  come  there  that  can  do 
any,  befides  Children,  and  they  are  half  the  Day  at 
their  Books.  There  are  3  or  4  old  Men,  that  are 
let  out  to  work,  and  the  Hqple  hath  what  they  earn  ^ 
but  fome  fmall  Matter  is  given  them  for  their  En- 
couragement. 

The  great  Difficulty  of  beginning  this  Houfe,  was 
the  Want  of  Money  to  build  it,  the  Pariih  being 
already  overburthenM  with  Taxes  *,  to  remove  which 
Difficulty,  a  Gentleman  m  the  Neighbourhood,  of 
his  own  Accord,  readily  lent  the  Parifh  500/.  free  of 
Intereft,  to  begin  this  Method  of  relieving  the  Poor, 
upon  Condition  of  being  .  re-imburfed  out  of  the 
Savings  of  the  Rates  as  they  rife. 


.J^4•4--^4♦4'4'•fr4•^^4•4•4•4•4^^•4♦4••!^•*'^••^♦^4•4••i^"•^^ 


Hatfield,  HenfirJp. 


2  4: 
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Sir,  Feb.i'y. 

IT  is  about  three  Years  fince  the  Work-houfe  at 
this  Place  was  erected  at  the  Parifh  Charge  \  it 
coft  between  three  and  four  hundred  Pounds :  Above 
30  Perfons  at  prefent  are  imployed  in  it,  who  fland 
the  Parifh  in  i  s.per  Head  per  Week,  to  maintain  them 
only  in  Meat  and  Drink,  befide  Cloaths-,  the  Chil- 
dren are  taught  to  read:  The  Rates  are  reduc'd  at 
Jealt  half ^  the  Poor  are  employ'd  in  Spinning,  Knit- 
ting,  &c,  according  to  what  they  can  do. 
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St.  AlbanV,  HertfordJI). 

Sir,  Sep,  1 8.  1724. 

IN  Anfvver   to  your  Enquiries  about  our  Work- 
houfe,  we  have 
20  Men  and  Wonnen  from  50  to  80  Years  old,  lodg'd 
and  dieted  here    in    a  Houfe   provided  by  the 
Town,  and  they  areimploy'd  in  winding  Cotton- 
Wick  for  the  Tallow-Chandlers,  at  which  they 
earn,  one  with  another,  about  2  ^.  a  Day. 
10  Boys  7  from  4  to   14  Years  of  Age,  one  with 
4  Girls  Janother,  earn  likewife  about  2  ^.  a  Day, 
the  Boys   at  making  Horfe-whips  for  Jockeys, 
&c,  the  Materials  for  which  are  found  by  a  Sad- 
ler in  the  Neighbourhood  •,    and    the  Girls  at 
Spinning   both  Linnen   and  Woollen. 
Flax  is  bought  for  6^.  Jer  Pound  prepar'd  for  Spin- 
ning •,   and  8   Pound,  when  fpun  up,    wiU   ferve  to 
make  a  Pair  of  Sheets. 

The  Wool  is  furnifh'd  by  a  Clothier,  ready  pre- 
pare for  Spinning  into  Jerfey,  who  gives  from  7  d. 
to  14^.  a  Pound  for  Spinning  it,  according  to  the 
Finenefs  of  it. 

The  Wheels  are  provided  at  the  Publick  Charge, 
but  then  with  Care  they  laft  many  Years,  fo  that 
there  has  been  no  Occafion  to  buy  any  fmce  opening 
the  Houfe  1720,  when  two  dozen  were  provided  at 
2  s.  6  d.  each. 

The  Houfe  is  an  old  Building,  partly  Brick,  and 
partly  Plainer, well  repair'd  for  the  Purpofe,  and 
will  accommodate  100  People:  There  is  an  Acre 
and  an  half  of  Ground  belonging  to  it,  and  the 
whole  coft  the  Town  about  250  /.  out  of  which  they^ 
let  as  much  to  a  Gardener  as  yields  10  /.  fer  Annum. 
As  for  Furniture,  the  poor  People  generally  bring 
in  their  Bedding,  and  feme  other  fmall  NecefTaries, 
of   which    an    hiventory   is  taken    whei^   they   are 

K  brought 
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brought  to  the  Houfe,  fo  that  there  has  been  no 
Occarion  to  buy  more  than  three  Beds,  and  a  fe«w 
other  Things. 

70  Yards  of  Cloth,  at  2  s,  per  Yard,  has,  with  the 
Ailiftance  of  a  Taylor,  ferv'd  to  make  and  mend 
what  was  necefTary  of  wearing  Apparel,  for  4  Years 
paft,  jpynd  with  the  old  Cloaths  brought  to  the 
Houfe  by  the  Poor. 

As  to  Linnen,  we  fpin  all  we  have  Occafion  for, 
and  buy  the  Flax  at  the  Rate  abovementioned. 

But  that  you  may  be  more  perfe£lly  acquainted 
with  the  Expence  of  our  Management,  it  is  necelTary 
that  I  give  you  fome  Account  of  our  Kitchen  Provi- 
sions, either  weekly,  monthly,  or  yearly,  by  which 
yoia  may  efiimate  the  whole, 

BeeFj  72  Found  Weight,  ^tid,\  fer  Pound,  or 
iCii'  per  Stone y  ferves  the  Houfe  one  Week.  If  we 
don't  lay  in  fo  much  Beef,  for  Variety,  we  make  up 
the  Weight  mention^  with  Mutton,  Pork,  or  Veal, 
at  the  fame  Price,  when  they  are  in  Seafon. 

Flower,  2  Bufhels  at  4J.  fer  Bufhel,  ferves  a 
Week  for  Bread  and  Puddings. 

Milk,  7  Gallons  at  4.  d>  per  G^LWon,  ferves  a  Week. 

Butter,  half  a  Firkin,  containing  about  40/.  at 
/\.d.  per  Pound,  ferves  us  two  Months. 

Cheese,  three  hundred  Weight  of  Chejhire  and 
CloHcejlerfljlre  y  at  ^  dA  fer  Pound,  ierves  us  two 
Months. 

As  to  Beer,  we  buy  fo  good  at  5  s.  per  Barrel,  ^6 
Gallons  to  the  Barrel,  that  we  think  we  ihould  not 
fave  much  by  brewing  it,  all  Things  confider'd^  and 
1 1  Barrel  ferves  one  "Week- 

I  come  now  to  give  you  an  Account  of  fome  inci^ 
dental  Charges. 

Roots  and  Fruit,  at  the  Seafons  for  them,  5X. 
V^alue  ferves  one  Month. 

Sugar,  28  Pound,  at  the  Rate  of  30 /.  p^r  hundred, 
ferves  one  Month. 

Salt,  Pepper,  e^f ,  3  s.  Value,  ferves  a  Month. 

Soap,  oi^e  Firkin,  containing  30  I.  at  5  <sf.  per  Ppundji 
ferves  a  Moi^ii.  C'.n- 
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Candles,  7  dozen,  at  6  s.  per  dozen y  ferre  a  Year. 
Coals,  7  Chaldron,  at  40/.  pfr  Chaldron,  lerve  a 
Year.    But  to  help  out  theie  for  baking,  crc  we  add. 


L.     s,    d. 


3  Load  of  Billets  at  1 5  J.  per  Load    2  08  00  > 

600  Faggots,  at  12  j.pfrhunc^red,7        12  ooC 

each  Year  . -^ — J  ^  > 
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With  the  Materials  beforementioned,  our  weekly 
Bill  of  Fare  is  furniih'd  in  this  Method. 


Sunday 


BKeakfaJl. 

Bread  &  Cheefe 

or  Butter 


Monday        Beef  Broth 
Tuefday        Milk  Porridge 
Wednefday  Milji  Porridge 
Thurfday     Breiad&Cheefc 

Friday  Beef  Broth 

Saturday      Milk  Porridge 


Dinner 

Beef,  Mutton, 

Veal,  or  Pork, 

with  Roots 
Cold  Meat  left 

from  Sunday 
Boil'd  Rice- 

Pudding,  &g. 
Bak'd  Rice- 

Pudding-Suet 
Beef,  Mutton, 

or  Pork,  with 

Roots 
Cold  Meat  left 

Thurfday 
Boil'd   Rice 

Pudding,  or 

Bice  xMilk 


Supper 

Bread  Sc  Butter 
or  Cheefe 


The  fame 


Mo- 


Bread  and 

lofles 
Bread  6c  Butter 

or  Cheefe 
The  fame 


The  fame 
The  fam* 


If  any  are  fick,  they  are  well  nursM,  and  taken 
Care  of  by  the  Women  of  the  Houfe,  in  an  Apart- 
ment for  that  Purpoi'e  i  and  to  fuper-intend  all,  we 
have  a  difcreet  Man  ajid  his  Wife,  who,  for  1  5  /.  per 
j4nnumy  and  an  Apartmei^t  in  the  Houfe,  with  the 
Kitchen  Fare,  take  Care  of  every  Thing  :  The  Man 
keeps  the  Accounts  of  the  Houfe,  both  of  what 
comes  in,  and  what  goes  out,  or  is  expended,  in  a 
Method  prefcribed  by  the  Overfeers. 

By  the  Narrative  1  have  given,  you  will  apprehend 
the  Reafon  why  I  could  not  give  you  an  Account, 
i^ated  by  way  of  Debtor  and  Creditor^  as  yoa  de- 
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fired,  our  Expences  being  fo  various,  fome  Articles 
being  weekly,  others  monthly,  and  fome  yearly  : 
But  the  good  Effects  of  our  Management  is  apparent 
from  the  Reduftion  of  our  Rates  for  xhe  Poor,  as 
follows* 

Dijhurfements* 
In  the  Year  1 720  we  were  rated  6  s.  in  theT 

Pound,  and  disburs'd p^^  ^^  ^3. 

1721    . 4J.  inthel      ^  , 

Pound,  and  disburs'd  p^^  ^^  ^^"^ 


1722 5  J.  in  the  7    « 

Pound,  and  disburs'd  —S'^ 


o©  00 


1-723  ■— 3  s.  in  the  / 

Pound,  and  disburs'd p^^  ^^  °^ 

,inl 
)is->; 


1724  . -,.._  2s,  6d>  in 

the  Pound,    and   the  Dis-^200  00  00 
burfements  will  be  about 


S  o  that,  by  this  Management,  we  have  in  about 
four  Years  Time,  reduc'd  our  Poor^s  Rates  above 
half,  and  hope  to  fave  more  hereafter,  now  our 
Houfe,  and  other  extraordinary  Charges  are  paid 
for-.  Articles  not  to  be  avoided  at  the  Beginning  of 
fuch  an  Undertaking. 

Give  me  Leave  to  warn  you  and  your  Friends,  not 
to  promife  your  felves  too  much  from  the  Produce 
of  the  Labour  of  the  People,  when  they  engage  in 
fuch  a  Management  for  the  Publick  Good :  It  muft 
be  confider'd,  the  Men  and  Women  are  generally  old 
and  helplefs,  and  the  Children  perfectly  raw  and  un- 
experienced in  every  Thing  -^  fo  that  if  you  keep 
them  employ'd,  tho'  the  Produce  be  no  more  than 
what  will  pay  for  the  Articles  of  Firing  and  Candle, 
it  is  fomething  not  to  be  defpis'd :  And  what  is  ftlll 
of  greater  Confequence  is,  that  by  keeping  them 
employ'd,  you  keep  them  in  Health,  and  fromldie- 
nefs,  the  Parent  of  moft  Diforders  in  Society,  as 
iloufe-breaking,  robbing  on  the  High-way,  thieving 
of  all  kinds,  Beggary,  Lying,  Sedition,  and  even  a 
total  Depravity  of  Manners:     When  the  Poor  are 

habi- 


habituated  to  work,  they  are  ready  to  do  every  Thing 
ill  their  Power,  at  one  Sort  of  Labour  or  other. 

How  pleafmg  muft  it  be  to  a  good  Man,  to  help 
fuch  People  as  do  their  utmoft  not  to  be  burthenlbme 
to  the  Publick,  elpecially  when  lb  ihiall  a  Tvlatter  as 
20  d.  or  2/.  a  Week,  with  frugal  Management,  will 
refcue  an  Obje£l  of  Charity  from  a  ftarving  Condi- 
tion, and  find  him  a  clean  warm  Lodging,  with  three 
Meals  a  Day,and  wholefome  Food :  To  vvhich  it  muft 
be  added,  that,  befides  the  Charity  of  it,  the  good 
Man  delivers  himfelf  and  his  Neighbours  from  the 
Clamours  of  common  Beggars-,  an  Advantage  we  were 
never  happy  in  before,  till  we  fell  into  this  Way  of 
employing  the  Poor. 

Before  this  Management,  it  coft  us  at  leaft  30/. 
per  Annum  for  Houfe-Rent,  and  i  5  or  20  /,  }er  Annum 
to  an  Apothecary  for  Medicines,  both  which  Articles 
are  now  entirely  fav'd. 

Nor  are  we  of  little  Service  to  London^  2s  we  are 
a  great  Thorough-fare,  the  Strollers  that  were  wont 
to  pafs  this  Way,  can  no  longer  live  in  our  Air, 
unlefs  they  will  fubmit  to  work. 

I  muft  alfo  acquaint  you,  that  the  principal  Advan- 
tage to  the  Publick,  by  encouraging  thefe  Foundations, 
arifes  from  the  Spirit  of  Induftry  that  is  provok'd 
by  it  among  the  Poor.  Many  of  our  People,  who 
before  chiefly  depended  on  what  they  could  gee 
weekly  or  monthly,  by  teez.ing  the  Overfeers  of  the 
Poor,  now  buckle  to  Labour  •,  and  ftnce  they  find 
they  muft  give  their  Labour  to  the  Publick,  if  they 
will  depend  on  the  Publick,  they  have  exerted  them- 
felves,  got  Wheels  and  Materials  for  Spinning,  and 
work  early  and  late  to  avoid  coming  into  the  Work- 
houfe  •,  not  that  we  ufe  any  Severity  there  to  fright 
them  from  it,  but  they  choofe  to  be  accountable  to 
themfelves  for  the  Produce  of  their  own  Labour  % 
and  fome  really  feem  to  live  better  now,  depending 
on  their  Induftry  only,  with  G  O  D's  Ble/liiig,  than 
when  they  receiv'd  Relief  from  their  refpeftive 
Parifhes.    Thefe  Fjimilies  look  like  fo  many  fubor- 
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dinate  Faftories  to  the  publicfc  Work-houfe,  tho^ 
they  have  no  Relation  to  ir,  except  as  they  confpire 
by  Induftry  and  Emulation  to  baniih  Idlenefs  and 
Beggary  from  this  and  the  neighbouring  Pariflies. 

If  there  be  any  thing  elfe  neceflary  to  put  this 
Matter  in  a  clearer  Light  for  your  Satisfaction,  ic 
fhall  be  readily  communicated  by. 

Sir, 

Your  moft  humble  Servant. 


St.  Stephens  Tarijh,    near 
St.  Alban  J,  Hertfordjh. 

S I  R,  March  3 1 .  1 725. 

TH  E  Succefs  of  the  Vv/ork-houfe  at  St.  Jlhan\ 
has  induced  the  Pariih  of  St.  Stefhen\  within 
half  a  Mile  of  the  Abbey  Church,  to  agree  upon 
the  fame  Method  as  is  usM  at  St.  Albans^  to  employ 
their  Poor^  in  order  to  which,  the  Veftry  have 
already  agreed  to  build  a  Brick-Houfe,  at  the  Charge 
of  I20/.  adjoining  to  the  Alms-houfe,  which  will 
receive  all  the  Poor  of  the  Parifh  •,  and  'tis  hopM  will 
accommodate  them  much  better  than  now  they  live, 
as  well  as  fave  Money  to  the  Pariih, 

We  have  paid  four  nine-penny  Rates  yearly,  to- 
wards fupporting  the  Poor  there,  and  purpofe  to 
continue  it,  till  the  Houfe,  &c,  are  paid  for,  but  then 
we  hope  to  keep  all  our  Poor  for  half  what  they 
ws'd  tocoft. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  humble  Servant; 


Hitchin, 
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Hitchin,    Hertford^. 

S  I  R,  On^her  '^l,  1724. 

THE  prefent  G)ndition  of  our  Work-houfe  is 
this. 

There  is  a  Charity  -  Houfe  convenient  fcfr  this 
Purpofe,  into  which  the  Officers  of  the  Parifh  put 
fuch  Poor  as  are  willing  to  go,  upon  Condition  that 
they  carry  their  Beds,  &c.  in  with  them,  and  do 
what  Work  they  are  capable  of  doing,  the  Produce 
of  which  goes  towards  their  Maintenance,  which  is 
very  good  as  to  all  NecefTaries^  fome  of  the  chief  of 
the  Town  being  by  Turns  their  Proveditors.  Thofe 
that  will  not  comply,  are  deny'd  the  ufual  weekly 
Allowance  of  the  Poors  Rate,  and  that  Money  ap- 
ply'd  to  the  Ufe  of  the  Work-houfe. 

I  take  it  to  be  a  very  good  Undertaking,  to  which 
the  Poor  will  be  reconciled  in  Time  ^  and  already 
we  find  our  Poors  Rate  much  lefTen'd,  and  few  com- 
mon Beggars  at  our  Doors;  but  really  at  prefent, 
thofe  that  have  been  in,  get  out  as  foon  as  they  can, 
and  few  others  care  to  enter ;  tho',  as  1  faid,  very 
well  provided  for  in  all  Refpefts:  But  there  is 
fomething,  as  they  think,  wanting,  a  little  Money 
to  buy  Tobacco,  Gin,  c}'c, 

I  am,  S I  R, 

Yours,  c^. 


HemeL 
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Hemel-Hempftead,  HenfordJJo. 

Si  R,  May  1724. 

TH  E  Parifhioners  here  being  inform'd,  that  MrJ 
Matthew  Marryott  had  been  fuccefsfully  en- 
gaged in  fetting  up  Work-houfes  in  feyeral  Places, 
lent  for  him,  and  the  Veftry  made  the  following 
Contrad  with  him  the  24 tl;  of  May  1720. 

WE  whofe  Names  are  here  under  fubfcrib'd,  Pa- 
riihioners  and  Inhabitants  of  the  Pariih  of 
Hemel'Hemffteady  in  the  County  of  Hertford^  do  agree 
with  Matthew  A^arryottj  to  undertake  the  Care  of 
the  Poor,  or  to  put  in  fome  other  proper  Perfon, 
fuch  as  he  fhall  think  fit  to  name  and  fend,  with 
the  Approbation  of  the  Parilhioners,  to  take  Care  to 
feed,  lodge,  and  cloath  all  the  Poor  of  the  faid 
Pariih,  that  ihall  be  fent  to  the  Houfe  of  Mainte- 
mnce  by  the  Order  of  the  Parilhioners,  at  the  Charge 
of  the  Parilli ;  and  we  do,  in  Confideration  of  the 
great  Pains  and  Trouble  the  faid  Matthew  Marryott 
Siall  be  at  in  the  Management  of  it,  confent  and 
fully  agree  with  the  faid  Matthew  Marryott^  to  pay 
him  the  yearly  Sum  of  forty  Pounds,  and  one  Coat 
of  thirty  Shillings,  to  commence  from  Midfummer 
next,  and  to  continue  for  the  Term  of  three  Years. 
To  this  Agreement  we  have  fet  our  Hands  i^  and 
whatfoever  reafonable  pireftions  the  faid  Matthew 
Marryott  fhall  give  for  the  preparing  or  altering  the 
laid  Houfe,  we  promife  to  fee  them  perform'd,  and 
they  fKall  be  allow'd  of;  and  we  do  agree  to  abide 
by  the  fame  as  above.  Witnefs  our  Hands  the  Day 
^id  Year  abcve-written. 

Sign'd  by  the  Church-wardens,  Overfeers,  and  prin- 
cipal Inhabitants,  at  a  Meeting  of  the  Vt^ry ;  and 
counterfign  d  by  Mr.  Marryott, 
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A  Certificate  of  the  good  Effe^s  cf  Mr.  Mar- 
ryottV  Mcinage7nent  there, 

Hemel-Hempftead  in  the  Ccunty 
o{ Hertford,  June  1725. 

WE,  vvhofe  Names  are  here  underwritten,  do 
certifie,  that  upon  lopking  over  our  Poor's 
Book,  we  find,  that  for  eight  Years  before  we  em- 
ploy'd  Mr.  Matthexo  Marryctt^  the  Poor's  Rate  amount- 
ed in  the  whole  to  '^CfiiL  16 s.  Sd.  which  is  740/. 
7 J.  1  d.  one  Year  with  another^  when  we  ercded 
a  Houfe  of  Maintenance,  our  Poors  Accouit:  amounted 
from  Midfummcr  to  EaJJcr  following  to  27''  /.  6  s.  o  d. 
which  is  three  Quarters  of  a  Year's  Exp^nce,  Mr. 
Marry ot t^ s  S?ihry  included-,  and  from  Eafter  1721,  to 
Eafter  1722,  we  expended  388/.  8  ^.  8  ^.  ^  Mr.  Mar- 
ryott\  Salary  included. 

From  Eafler  1722,  to  Michaclmtti  following,  being 
half  a  Year,  we  expended  1 1 1  /.  \  s.  %  d,  Mr.  Mar- 
ryott's  half  Year's  Salary  included.  And  that  the  Poor 
are  well  kept,  cloath'd,  and  maintained. 

Sign'd   by   the   Minifter,    Church-wardens, 
Overleers,  &c. 

It  is  agreed  by  Order  of  Veftry,  that  the  before- 
mentioned  Contract  with  Mr.  Marryott  fhall  ftand 
in  full  Force,  and  remain  for  a  Twelvemonth  longer, 
tiW  Midfummer  1724-. 


Qlney 
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Olney  in  Bucks. 

Sir,  Bee,  31.  I7M' 

TH  E  firft  Defign  of  this  Work-houfe  was,  that 
tlie  Expences  of  the  Pariih  ia  the  maintaining 
their  Poor  might  be  contrafted,  and  that  the  Poor 
receiving  Colle^liou  might  be  more  eile£lually  pro- 
vided for» 

A  s  to  reducing  the  Expences  of  the  Pariili, 
the  Poor's  Rates,  before  the  Ere^ling  of  this  Work- 
houft,  were  three  Shillings  and  nine-pence  in  the 
Pound,  and  are  now  reduced  to  one  and  nine-pence. 

To  bring  this  about,  the  Town  in  the  firft  Place 
purchafed  a  Piece  of  Ground  adjoining  to  an  Houfe 
belonging  before  to  the  Poor,  which  Purchafe  was 
about  forty  Pounds  •,  the  whole  is  now  reckon'd  worth 
150/.  including  the  V/orth  of  the  Poor's  Houle 
before. 

To  fee  that  due  Orders  are  kept  in  the  Work- 
houfe,  a  Mafter  is  provided  to  fuper-intend  it,  whofe 
BuHnefs  is  to  keep  the  Poor  to  their  Work,  to  fee 
to  the  buying  in  and  dreilirig  the  Provifion,  to  give 
an  Account  of^  the  Work  done,  and  what  is  expend- 
ed :  This  Mafier  is  maintain'd  out  of  the  Provifion 
of  the  Houfe,  and  a  Salary   allow'd  him  of  16 1,  fer 

The  Work  which  is  done  ordinarily  in  the  Houfe 
(the  hihabitants  being  moil  of  them  oldj  comes  now 
to  about  I  5  J.  a  Week,  which  is  given  tothePariili 
Officers,  as  a  Part  of  what  is  to  contribute  to  the 
maintaining  them. 

The  Perfons  adhiitted  into  the  Work-hou(e,  are 
admitted  by  the  Confent  of  the  Parifh  firft  obcain'd  \ 
and,  being  found  too  poor  to  fubfift  independently 
of  fome  Help,  are  there  maintain'd,  after  having  firft 
deliver'd  up  all  their  Goods  into  the  Parifh-Officers 

Haadso 
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The  Parifh  provides  them  with  all  nece/rary 
Cloathing  befides  Diet,  and  keeps  them  when  fick  in 
a  more  comfortable  Manner. 

The  Number  of  Poor  in  the  Worlc-houfe,  is  fome- 
times  greater  and  fometimes  lefs,  but  is  generally 
about  tliirty,  and  the  Meat,  Drink,  Wailiing,  Firing^ 
C^c.  is  reckonM  at  about  thirty  Shillings  a  Week. 

The  Perfons  belonging  to  the  Work-houfe,  are 
fupposM  to  be  fuch  as  are  like  to  be  a  continual 
Parifh  Charge  *,  for  as  to  thole  who  are  only  con- 
tingently fo,  by  Sicknefs  happening  to  them,  they 
have  Helps  allow'd  them  during  the  Continuance  of 
thofe  unfortunate  Circumftances,  by  which  they 
were  reduc'd. 

The  Poor  of  the  Houfe  have  hot  Meat  twice  a 
Week,  they  are  allow'd  Cheefe,  their  Bread  is  two 
parts  Wheat  to  one  of  Barley  ^  and  for  their  fmall 
Beer,  two  Bufliels  are  allow'd  to  the  Plogfhead. 

If  any  claims  a  Right  to  a  conftant  Share  in  the 
Peers  Colleftion,  and  refufes  to  accept  it  upon  the 
Terms  of  being  admitted  into  the  Work-houfe,  he 
is  refus'd  the  CoUedion  he  asks. 

I  T  is  owing  to  the  ere^^ing  of  this  Worlc-houfej;" 
that  feveral  Hands,  which  would  be  either  otherwife 
idle,  or  ill  employ 'd  in  the  breaking  Hedges,  and 
fuch  like  Afts  of  Diihonefty,  are  commendably  en- 
gaged in  Labours  innocent,  ufeful,  and  advantageous, 

W  H  A  t's  receiv'd  for  the  Work  every  Week,  is 
weekly  fet  down ;  as  is  alfo  what  is  weekly  expend- 
ed ^  at  the  Foot  of  which  Account  the  Difference  is 
computed,  and  how  much  the  Town  is  every  Week 
out  of  Purfe. 

Jn  ExtraU  of  the  Orders  in  the  Work-hcuft 
of  Oiney. 

THAT  no  Perfon  ihall   be   put  into  the  Houfe 
to  be  there  kept,  without  a  Licenfe  under  the 
Haj:i4s  of  five  of  the  chiefeft  Free-holders  and  hiha- 

t  i,  fcitafitj 
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bitants  of  the  faid  Pariili,  and  the  Hands  of  the 
Overlecrs  of  the  Poor,  and  of  as  many  more  of  the 
reft  of  the  Free-holders  and  hihabitants  Hands  as  will 
fign  the  Tame. 

That  it  any  Perfon  fhall  come  into  the  faid  Houfe 
themielveSj  or  bring  in  any  Child  or  Children  to  be 
there  kept,  without  fuch  Licenfe  as  abovenamed,  they 
ihal]  be  ient  to  Bridewell^  and  further  punilhed. 

That  if  any  Perion  refufe  to  work  orderly,  and 
fo  many  Hours  as  the  Mafter  of  the  Houfe  fhall 
command  them,  they  iliall  be  fent  to  the  Houfe  of 
Corrcdion. 

That  if  any  Perfon  will  not  work,  pretending 
Slcknefs,  which  may  be  difcover'd  by  their  Stomachs 
or  otherwife,  they  ihall  be  feverely  punifli'd. 

That  if  any  Perfon  fliall  go  a  begging  or  charing^ 
that  is  kept  in  the  faid  Houfe,  they  fhall  be  fent  to 
Bride  well. 

That  if  any  Perfon  fliall  fell  any  Thing  or  Goods 
that  are  leized  by  the  Overfeers  of.  the  Poor,  they 
fhall  be  punifli'd  as  the  Law  directs. 

That  the  poor  People  in  the  Work-houfe,  if 
of  healthful  Bodies,  and  able,  fhall  in  Summer  rife 
at  five,  or  before  that  Time,  and  go  to  Bed  at  nine. 

That  if  any  one  in  the  Work-houfe  fliall  convey, 
take,  or  fteal  either  Wood,  Coals,  Cloaths,Lace,or  any 
thing  belonging  to  the  Work-houfe,  or  to  anybody 
elie  there,  they  fliall  be  punifh'd  as  the  Law  directs, 
witii  the  utmoft  Severity. 

That  if  any  Perlbn  ihall  prefume  to  cut  off  the 
Seal  afhx'd  to  the  End  of  their  Lace,  they  fhall  be 
feverely  punifli'd. 

That  on  Saturday  in  every  Week,  at  Four  a  Clock 
in  the  Afternoon,  the  Overfeers  of  the  Poor  fliall 
meet,  and  the  Free-holders  and  hihabitants,  who  are 
willing,  may  meet,  to  adjuft  the  Week's  Accounts 
for  the  Poor,  enquire  how  the  Poor  in  the  Houle 
are  ufed,  and  whether  any  Abufes  have  been  there 
committed,  and  what  eife  is  needful  to  be  done  for 
the  Week  enfuing. 

That 
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That  the  Mafter  of  the  Woik-houfe  fliall  ev^ery 
Week,  at  the  End  of  his  Accounts,  let  down  in 
Writing  all  the  Dilorders  committed  in  the  Houfe 
that  Week,  that  the  Offenders  may  be  examin'd 
by  the  Free-holders  and  Inhabitants,  and  puniih'd 
as  th«y  delerve. 


Newport'Pagnel,  "BucJ^. 

Si  p,  Dec,  31.  1724. 

Wii  E  N  any  poor  Perfon  can  be  provided  for 
at  ai]  eafier  Rate  by  the  Parifh,  than  by  ^end-^ 
ing  them  to  the  Work-houle,  the  Perfon  is  not  fent. 

All  who  are  maintained  in  this  Work-houfe,  are 
alfo  JoJg'd  and  kept  to  Work,  the  Benefit  whereof 
is  taken  by  the  Overfeers  Oi  the  Poor,  'in<  ■  what  the 
Work  of  the  People  in  the  Work-houfe  wants  of 
maintaining  them,  the  Overfeers  fupply. 

B  Y  this  Means  the  Poors  Le\^ies,  which  usM  tQ 
be  i^e\ren  fix-pences  in  the  Year,  are  reduc'd  to  three. 

There  is  a  Mafter  appointed  over  the  Houfe, 
his  Salary  is  17/,  fer  Annum  \  his  Office  is  to  keep 
the  Poor  to  their  Work,  to  buy  in  all  Proviiion  for 
the  Maintenance  of  the  Poor,  fee  to  the  dreiTing  and 
Diftribution  of  it,  and  to  give  an  Account  to  the 
Overfeers  of  the  Poor  of  what  is  earn'd  or  expended. 

The  Poor  are  allowed  Meat  three  Days  in  the 
Week,  upon  others  Milk,  or  Milk-Porridge  ^  they 
have  Imall  Beer,  and  coarfe  wheaten  Bread,  with 
Butter  or  Cheefe,  or  Brotli,  for  Breakfafts  and 
Suppers. 

If  any  are  fick,  they  are  ftill  kept  and  maintained 
in  the  Work-houfe,  and  fuch  Things  allow'd  them 
as  they  can  eat. 

WHEr* 


When  any  Perfons  refufe  to  go  to  the  Work-^ 
houle,  they  are  allow'd  little  or  no  Colleftion,  but 
muft  provide  for  their  own  Sub.fiftance. 

T  H  E  Poor  who  belong  to  the  Houle  wholly,  are 
cloath'd  as  well  as  fed  and  lodg'd. 

1  T  is  judg'd,  that  the  Board  of  every  poor  Pferfoii 
in  the  Houfe  is  twelve-pence  a  Week  a-piece  Charge 
to  thePariih. 

A  s  to  Firing,  Cloaths,  Rent  of  the  Work-houfe, 
the  Mafter  of  the  Work-houfe  is  not  concern'd  about 
thefe,  but  the  Overieers  of  the  Poor  are  to  take  Care 
to  provivle  them,  tho'they  ufually  employ  the  Mailer 
of  the  Work-houfe  in  thefe  Affairs. 


Hanflope,  "BucI^. 

Si  r,  Dec.  31.  1724. 

TH  E  Overfeers  of  the  Poor  having  hired  a  con- 
venient Houfe,  and  furniihed  it  with  Beds,  and 
other  necelTary  Utenfils,  fend  thither  all  Sorts  of 
People,  young  and  old,  that  from  time  to  time  become 
chargeable  to  the  Pariih,  (and  eipecially  if  they 
become  noify,  and  are  not  content  with  Ibme  fmall 
Allowance,  as  one  Shilling  a  Week  at  furtheft)  by 
this  Method  fometimes  fingle  Perfons,  aged  or  infirm, 
fometimes  whole  Families,  Widows,  and  their  Chil- 
dren, are  fent  in,  to  be  there  provided  with  Meat, 
Prink,  Lodging,  andPhyfick  too,  if  need  be. 

Such  of  the  Poor  as  are  able,  are  fet  to  Lace- 
making,  and  the  Children  that  know  not  how  to 
make  Lace,  are  taught  it  there,  by  a  proper  Perfoii 
hired  by  the  Parifh  for  that  purpofe. 

The  Perfon  mentioned  as  teaching  them  to  wOrk^ 
is  the  Mafter  of  the  Work-houfe,  who  being  fomg 
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poor  Man,  lives  with  them  in  the  Hoiife,  and  to- 
gether with  his  Wife,  manages  the  whole  Family, 
takes  in  and  dreffes  their  Meat,  brews  their  Beer,  (^t. 
and  fees  that  they  be  kept  clean  ^  his  Salary  for  lb 
doing  is  five  Shillings  a  Week,  or  thirteen  Pounds  a 
Year,  and  his  Share  of  fuch  Frovifion  and  Lodging 
as  the  Houfe  aifords. 

They  have  Flefli-Meat  twice  a  Week,  on  Sundays 
^xi^^hurfdays'^  when  the  Meat  is  bought,  there  is  fo 
much  taken  iii,  as  will  allow  one  pound  weight  a 
Head  for  both  of  thefe  Meals  \  that  is  to  lay,  fo 
many  pounds  of  Meat  are  taken  in  weekly,  as  there 
are  Perlbus  in  the  Hcufe.  On  other  Days,  their 
Diet  is  only  a  piece  of  wheaten  Houfliold  Bread  and 
fmall  Beer,  and  fometimes  a  Pudding.  For  Breakfafts 
and  Suppers  they  have  always  fomewhat  hot,  as 
Broth  after  the  Fleih  Days,  at  other  Times  Milk- 
Porridge,  or  the  like. 

The  Poor  are  cloathed  in  Linfey- Wool  fey,  at  the 
Pariili  Charge,  from  time  to  time  feverally,  as  they 
have  need,  and  have  Shoes,  Stockings,  ^c.  provided. 

After  this  Method,  each  Perlbn,  taking  one 
with  another,  allowing  for  all  Repairs  of  Houihold 
Stuff,  and  Governours  Wages  alio,  cloathing,  and 
keeping  lick  and  well,  is  fuppos'd  not  to  ftand  the 
Pari  Hi  in  above  i8^.  a  Week*,  and  by  this  Means 
the  Poors  Levies,  which  formerly  were  fix  or  eight 
yearly,  are  now  reduc'd  to  under  four,  that  is  to  fay, 
one  Moiety  at  leaft. 

If  any  are  fick,  there  is  a  Difference  of  eating 
made,  and  an  Apothecary  fent  in  to  take  Care  of  them. 

The  Mailer's  Salary  is  ufually  paid  out  of  the 
Manufacture  (altho'  there  are  not  above  lo  Pair  of 
working  Hands,  and  thofe  moft  Children  that  are 
learning)  which  Manufacture  the  Mafter  takes,  fells, 
and  accounts  for  to  the  Pariih. 


Bedford 
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3edfordfhire. 

Sir,  Bedfardy  OElob,  24. 1724. 

OF  t\i^  five  Pariflies  in  this  Town,  three  of  them 
have  Work-Houfes,  vlz^.  St.  FauCs^  St.  Marys^ 
and  St.  Cuthberis ;  but  as  St.  VauCs  Pariih  is  almoft 
as  large  as  all  the  other  four,  fo  the  other  Work- 
houfes  in  the  Town  are  inconliderable,  compared  to 
that  in  St.  Taurs  Parifh  ^  and  therefore  1  will  only 
lay  before  you  a  particular  Account  of  the  Manage- 
ment of  that  Houfe,  which  will  enable  you  to  guefs 
at  the  Condufl:  obferv'd  in  the  reft. 

Such  is  the  Multitude  of  the  Poor  in  this  Parifh, 
that  without  fome  prudent  Rules,  and  fteady  Adhe- 
rence to  them,  the  Parifhioners  muft  be  falling  foul 
upon  one  another,  upon  all  Encounters,  and  in  daily 
Confufions,  From  theie  Confiderations  did  proceed 
the  Orders  I  have  fent  you  from  this  Parifh,  and 
having  referr'd  you  to  them ,  muft  in  the  next 
Place  fatisfie  your  other  Enquiries. 

The  Number  of  Poor  in  our  Work-houfe,  is 
higher  or  lower,  as  Peoples  Conditions  do  change? 
At  prefent  there  are  in  it, 

8  oldPerfons,  and 
13  Children. 


21. 

J  H  E I R  Bill  of  Fafe  is  as  follows. 

Sun- 


r  8i  ; 


Breakfafi. 
Bread  and 

Cheefe 
Broth 


Bread,    and 
Cheefe 


Dinner, 

Boil'd  Beef  and 

Suet-Pudding 

Cold  Meat  left 

Sunday 
Boifd  Beef,  & 
a  httle  Mut- 
ton and  Suet- 
Pudding 
The  fame  as  Monday 

The  fame   asTuefday 

The  fame  as  Monday. 


Supper. 
Bread  and 
Cheefe 
The  fame 

The  fame 


Bread  and 

Hafty  Pudding 

Broth,  or 

Cheefe 

or  Milk  Por- 

Bread  and 

ridge 

Cheefe 

Sunday 

Monday 

Tuefday 

Wednefday 
Thurfday 
Friday 
Saturday 


Their  Bread  is  Wheat  drefs'd  down  and  made 
into   large  Houiliold  Loaves,  by    a  Woman  in  the 
Houle.      Their    Drink  is  Beer  tunn'd   in  from  the 
publick  Brew-houfe,  at  three  haif-pence  fer  Gallon. 
The  Overfeers   do  fometimes    put  a  Cow   upon  the 
Common  for  them  ^  and  that  nothing  may  be  wafted 
or  loft,  they  have   a  Pig  or  two  bought  in,  to  live 
upon  their  Waih,  and  Dregs,  and  Fragments  \  which 
when  well  grown,   is  fed  and  killed  for  the  Houfe. 
They  have  alfo   a  little  Garden  for  Herbs,  Onions, 
&c.  In  their  Yard  they  contrive  to  hang  Lines,  and 
lay  clean  Brufh  Faggots  where  they  dry  their  Cloaths  \ 
and  fuch  old  Women   as  can  do  nothing  elfe,   fpin 
Hemp  for  Sheets,  and  other  Ufes.    The  Women  that 
are  able,  are  generally  fet  to  waihing  Cloaths,  clean- 
ing Rooms,  making   Beds,    and  nurfing  the  youngeft 
Children.     The  Boys  and  Girls  chat  can  work,  are 
fet  to  fpin  Jerfey    for  the   Drapers,   who  pay  them 
by  the  pound  for  their  Work.     As  icon  as  they  are 
grown  up,  they  are  bound  out  Apprentices.     Before 
they  can  do  any  Work,  they  are  fent  to  the  Charity- 
School,    and   taught  to  read   and  learn  their  Cate- 
chifm.     And  the^Minifter  of  the  Pariih   is  fo  good, 
as  to   look   in   fometimes,    and  recommend  to  all  of 
them  a  due  Care  of  their  Morals,  their  Duty  to  the. 


M 


King, 
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King,  and  Maglftrates  *,  that  the  elder  let  good  Ex- 
amples to  the  younger  *,  that  Morning  and  Evening 
the  Children  be  taught  their  Prayers ;  and  that  no 
Rudenefs  be  feen  among  them.  The  oldeffc  People 
creep  out  to  Church  upon  Prayer  Days,  and  a  large 
Pew  is  erefted  by  the  Church- Wardens  for  all  the 
Poor  that  will  come  on  Sundays,  They  did  ufe  to 
come  with  the  Mafter  in  pretty  decent  Manner  to 
Church  on  Sunday  Mornings,  but  the  Mafter  is  late- 
ly dead. 

The  Houfe  has  been  creeled  between  7  and  8 
Years,  and  you  fee  the  Scheme  of  their  Management; 
and  tho'  1  cannot  fay  'tis  fo  perfect  as  might  be  wifh'd, 
yet  the  Disburfments  for  the  Poor  are  conliderably 
moderated.  For  before  this  Houfe  was  fet  up,  the 
AiTefsments  for  the  Poor  were  yearly  from  four  Shil- 
lings in  the  Pound  to  five,  which  did  commonly 
amount  to  300  /.  fer  Annum,  But  lince  the  Pariih  fell 
into  this  Method,  the  Disburfments  were  reduc'd 
in  1721.  to  197  /.  II  /.  od,  i.  in  1722.  to  177/-  5/. 
n  d,  \,  Before  the  Year  1721.  the  old  Book  is  mis- 
laid, but  the  Year  1725.  mufl:  be  conlider'd  as  ex- 
traordinary for  the  greateft  part  of  it,  by  reafon  of 
the  Small  Tox^  which  raged  for  three  or  four  Months 
among  all  Ranks  and  Ages  in  a  prodigious  Manner, 
where  Families  were  numerous,  the  Diftemper  feized 
them  almoft  all  at  once,  and  two  or  three  Nurfes 
were  commonly  put  into  one  Family  at  5,  and  8^ 
and  fcmetimes  10  Shillings  a  Week  each  of  them, 
and  that  raifed  our  Poor's  Taxes  that  Year  to  304/. 
But  wc  are  not  to  confider  that  Expence  as  any  Ob- 
jedion  againft  the  Work- houfe,  which  was  lefs  har- 
rafs'd  vv^idi  the  Diftemper  (all  Things  confider'd) 
than  any  other  Family  in  the  Town. 

After  the  Building  of  the  Houfe  vras  finifti'd,  at 
a  general  Meeting  of  the  principal  Inhabitants,  the 
following  Rules  were  drawn  up  for  the  management 
of  the  Work-houfe,  having  hrft  chofe  Direftors  to 
confider  of  fuch  Orders  as  might  render  this  Under- 
taking B^nejicial  and  Durable. 

Orders 
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Orders  for  the  Worhhoufe  in  the  "PariJJo  of  St^ 
PaulV  //;  Bedford. 

li  f  I  ^  HAT  the  Dirc£lor3  have  Power  to  nomi- 
J[    nate  and  appoint  a  Mafter  and  Miflrels  well 
quality'd  for  that  Triift. 

II.  That  no  Perfons  be  taken  in,  or  partake 
of  the  Provifions  of  the  Hdufcj  without  Order  from 
a  Juftice  of  Peace,  or  the  Overfeers  for  the  Tirre 
being,  upon  Pain  of  Exchifion. 

III.  That  the  Overfeers  do  direct  the  Mafler  and 
Miflrefs  to  take  particidar  Care  of  all  Pei'fons,  old 
and  young,  who  are  admitted,  and  capable  of  Work*;» 
that  they  be  Taught  and  made  fit  for  fome  Trade, 
and  daily  employ'd  in  Work  or  Service. 

IV.  That  the  Poor  who  are  well  and  healthful, 
be  duly  kept  to  their  Work,  according  to  the  ufual 
Working  Hours  of  Handycraft  Trades,  being  allow'd 
fufficient  Refpite  for  their  Times  of  Eating  :  And  if 
any  fuch  Perfon  refufe  to  Work,  the  Mafter  or  Mi- 
llrefs  to  acquaint  the  Overfeers,  that  fuch  able,  but 
diforderly  idle  Perfon,  may  be  corrected  according  to 
Law. 

V.  That  none  of  the  faid  Perfons  do  abfent 
thcmfelves  from  their  Work  upon  any  Pretence  what-^ 
foever,  without  the  Leave  of  the  faid  Mafter  or  Mi- 
ftrefs  \  and  if  upon  any  reafonable  Caufe,  as  Charing, 
Day- Labour,  or  the  like,  they  are  permitted  to  go 
out,  and  afterwards  are  found  begging,  or  loitering 
up  and  down,  to  avoid  their  proper  Bufinefs  in  the 
faid  Houfe  ^  that  Complaint  be  made  to  a  Juftice  of 
Peace  of  luch  evil  Practice,  and  the  Offender  accord-^ 
ingly  corrected. 

VI.  T  H  A  T  it  be  the  proper  Bufinefs  of  the  Over-^ 
feers  for  the  Time  being,  to  buy  in  and  deliver  tof 
the  faid  Mafter  or  Miftrefs  all  rhanner  of  necelfary 
Provifions  for  Eating,  Drinking,  Clothings  Beddings 
Firing,  c^r,  foi"  the  faid  poor  Peoj)lC|  liiSd  ftlfo  %o  pro^ 
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vide  fuch  Stock  of  Goods  or  Wares,  as  are  proper 
and  iufficient  to  keep  them  to  work,  and  carry  on 
Ibme  beneficial  Manufafture,  within  the  faid  Houfe, 
as  will  bell  turn  to  account.  And  that  the  faid 
Overfeers  do  keep  a  Book,  or  Books  of  Entry  of 
Goods  bought,  and  of  the  Peoples  Work  within 
the  faid  Houfe,  and  of  the  Improvements  of  the  faid 
Stock.  And  that  any  five  or  more  of  the  Directors 
be  at  all  Times  admitted  to  infpeft  the  Books  *,  and 
that  the  faid  Accounts  be  brought  to  the  Veftry, 
with  the  monthly  Expen:e,  to  be  examined. 

VIL  That  none  do  receive  Colle£lion  of  the  Pa- 
riih,  but  fuch  as  are  within  the  Work-houfe,  except- 
ing fuch  as  thro'  Sicknefs  or  Largenefs  of  their  Fa- 
milies, or  other  Straitnefs  of  Circumftances  and  In- 
capacity, are  judg'd  fit  to  receive  a  little  Relief  upon 
fome  Emergency,  or  in  Cafe  of  Peftilential  Difeafes, 
Lunacy,  or  the  like  *,  of  all  which,  the  Overfeers  or 
Juftices  to  be  the  proper  Judges. 

VIII.  That  the  Direftors,  or  any  two  of  them, 
as  often  as  they  judge  it  needful,  do  meet  at  the 
faid  Work-houfe,  and  examine  into  all  Diforders  of 
the  Poor,  and  into  the  Management  of  the  Mailer 
and  Miftrefs,  and  fee  that  due  Care  be  taken  for  all 
manner  of  wholefome,  neceffary  and  iufficient  Provi- 
fions.  As  alfo  to  hear  the  Complaints  and  real  Griev- 
ances of  the  Poor. 

IX.  That  the  Mailer  and  Millrefs  take  Care  that 
all  the  poor  People  be  kept  clean  and  neat  in  their 
Perfons  and  Apparel,  and  the  Children  be  taught 
and  inftrufted  in  civil  and  good  Behaviour,  in  Read- 
ing, Knitting,  Spining,  Sev^ing,  and  other  kinds  of 
Domellick  and  honeff  Labour,  and  take  Care  of  their 
own  Examples  ^  and  fee  that  all  of  them  who  are 
able  do  repair  to  fome  Place  of  religious  Worlliip, 
upon  the  Lord's-Day  ^  and  be  inllruded  Morning  and 
Evening  in  their  Prayers^  and  that  no  Immorality, 
or  Profanenefs,  or  Rudenefs  be  allow'd  in  the  Houfe  ; 
nor  the  Poor  fuffer'd  to  wander  idly,  but  rcligioully 
obferve  the  Lor£s-Day. 

X.  That 
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X.  T  H  A  T  the  faid  Mailer  and  Miflrcfs  do  take 
Care  that  no  Goods  or  Work  that  iliall  be  done  or 
wrought  in  the  Houfe,  be  embezzled,  nor  Provifions 
or  Stores  be  improvidently  wafted,  or  fuffer'd  to  pn- 
trify  or  gather  Uncleannefs,  or  any  other  Way  be 
mifappHed.  And  if  any  fuch  Embezzlement,  or  i!l 
Houlewifry  fliall  be  detected,  then  Complaint  fhall 
be  made  by  the  Maftcr  or  Miftreis,  or  any  other 
Perlbn  aggrieved,  againft  the  Party  oifending,  to  one 
or  more  Juftices  ot  the  Peace,  that  fuch  Diforders 
may  be  punifhed,  and  further  Damages  may  be  the 
fooner  prevented. 

XI.  That  the  Fauhs  and  Diforders  of  the  faid 
poor  People,  whether  old  or  young,  who  refufe  or 
contemn  the  Reproofs  of  the  Matter  or  Miftrefs,  or 
utter  ill  Language  againft-  them,  or  negleft  their  In- 
ftrudions,  be  recorded  in  a  Book  to  be  kept  for  that 
Purpofe  ^  and  laid  before  the  Diredlors  or  Overfeers 
that,  by  their  Authority  and  Admonitions,  Rudenefs, 
Wickedncfs  and  Difhonefty  may  be  reftrained,  and 
Peace  and  good  Order  maintained,  and  that  a  Maci- 
ftrate  be  follicited  to  puniih  all  obftinate,  perveife 
and  unruly  Perfons,  according  to  their  Crimes. 


^^.4-4-.i^-4-.!«i-^.i^'4-4'4-4-4-4.4-.fi-^;>^^.4-.^4.4.^^.^^.^.^^ 


Luton,  Bedford/hire. 


^  I  p^7  5^p^  17.  1724. 

^  Ccording  to  your  Defire,  I  made  this  Place  in 
J  \  my  Way  thro'  Bedfordjlnre^  on  purpofe  to  give 
you  an  Account  of  the  prelent  State  o'-'  the  Work- 
houfe  here :  I  had  no  fooner  taken  up  my  Qiiarters 
iit  the  Inn,  but  I  inform'd  my  felf  of  the  Way'to  the 
Work-houfe,  whicli  is  here  call'd  a  Honfc  of  Malme- 
nance  for  the  Poor^    to  foften   the  Appellation   of  a 

Work- 
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Work-houfe,  againfl  which  the  Poor  in  the  Hoiife 
might  be  prejudic'd.  Here  I  found  Mr.  Marryott,  a 
Buckirjghamfloire  Man,  who  has  been  very  a£live  and 
fiicceisful  in  fetting  up  Work-houfes  in  this  and  the 
neighbouring  Countries,  and  the  following  Account 
I  had  from  himfelf. 

There  are  at  prefent  in  the  Houfe,  lo  Men  and 
lo  Women,  from  40  to  80  Years  old,  and  8  Boys, 
and  thirteen  Girls,  from  3  to  1 2  Years  old,  making  in 
all  41.  Thefe  being  very  old  and  infirm,  or  very 
young  and  helplefs,  you  mull  think,  little  is  to  be 
expelled  from  their  Labour,  where  Nurfmg  is  the 
chief  Bufinefs  of  the  Houfe :  And  yet  there  are  few 
of  them,  but  what  do  bend  their  Hands  to  the  lit- 
tle Employment  they  are  put  to^  which  is  platting 
of  Wheat  Straws  *,  this  being  a  very  fine  Country  for 
the  Produ£l  of  that  Grain,  affords  a  very  beautiful 
Straw,  which  is  therefore  pitchM  upon  as  the  pro- 
perell  Manufadure  to  employ  the  Poor  in  ^  and  the 
Farmers  are  thereby  encourag'd  to  draw  the  fineft 
Straws,  and  cut  off  the  Beards  before  the  Wheat  is 
threfh'd,  which  they  make  up  into  Bundles  as  large 
as  a  Wheat-Sheaf,  and  fell  to  the  Houfe  for  4<s/.  a 
Bundle.  A  very  skilful  Woman,  who  is  a  Dependant 
upon  the  Parifh,  inftrufts  the  reft  to  do  their  Work 
well,  and  make  no  wafte.  Of  the  worft  Work  they 
make  ordinary  Hats  and  Bonnets,  and  of  the  beft 
Work,  they  make  very  good  Hats,  which  may  be 
fold  there  for  4  Shillings  a  piece,  but  at  London 
would  be  worth  near  double  the  Money :  And 
with  good  Management,  out  of  one  Bundle,  3  Hats 
may  be  made,  by  which  you  may  judge  of  the  great 
Improvement  there  is  made  of  this  little  Vegetable, 
which,  in  other  Countries,  ferves  only  to  litter  Horfes^ 
and  turn  to  Dung  for  manuring  the  Land. 

The  Houfe  is  an  old  commodious  Building,  hired 
by  the  Pariih  for  9  /.  fer  Annum^  and  will  accommo- 
date about  80  Perfons  very  well  ^  here  they  are 
lodg'd  and  dieted  in  a  clean  wholefome  Manner  ^ 
fome  of  the  Furniture  being  found  by  the  People 

that 
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that   come   into   the  Houfe^  and  the    reft  at    the 
Charge  of  the  Parilli. 

As  to  Provlfions^  there  is  laid  in  every  Week,  of 
Beef,  Mutton,  or  Veal,  according  to  the  Seafons  of 
the  Year  when  they  are  cheapeft,  fo  much  as  fcrves 
the  whole  Family  :  And,  at  this  Time,  about 

60 1,  of  Beef  at  id,  %  per  Pound  1 

10/.  of  Cheefe  at  3  d.  per  Pound   (  ^  ^    . 

2/.  of  Butter  at  6  d.  per  Pound   (  ^^^^  ^  ^^^^• 

4  Gal.  of  Milk  at;.  4^.  per  Gal.  ^ 

This  being  a  great  Malt  Country,  they  buy  very 
good  Table  Beer  for  is.  6 d-  a  fmall  Cask  of  25  Gal- 
lons each^  and  as  to  Flowery  Breads  RootSj  and  other 
Articles,  you  will  guefs  at  the  Confumption,  by  the 
following  Bill  of  Fare, 

Breahfaft.  Dinner.  Supper. 

Sunday        Bread  &  Cheefe  Beef  and  Turnips  Bread  84  Cheefe 

Monday        Beef  Broth         Milk    thicken  d      The  fame 

with  Flower 
Tuefday       Milk  Porridge   Bak'd  Plumb  Pud-  The  fame 

ding 
Wednefday  Milk  Porridge   Beef  and  Turnip,    The  fame 

or  Cabbage 
Thurfday     Beef  Broth         Rice  Milk  The  fame 

Friday  Milk  Porridge   Beef  and  Cabbage,   The  fame 

or  Carrots 
Saturday        Beef  Broth         Hafty  Pudding       The  fame 

I  believe  it  would  not  be  unacceptable  to  you,  to 
know  upon  what  Terms  Mr.  Marry ott  is  engag'd  by 
the  Parifh  to  undertake  the  Overfight  and  Direction 
of  this  Houfe  i  and  therefore  I  fhall  fubjoyn  the  Form 
of  his  Contract,  and  tl:e  Copy  of  a  Certificate  of  the 
Succefs  of  his  Management,  fign'd  by  the  Church- 
Wardens,  Overfeers,  and  Veftry  of  this  Parifh,  and 
remain, 

S I  R5  &c. 

The 
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The  Contra^:  is  dated  May  30.  1722.  and  in  the 
fame  Form  with  that  o^  Hemel-Hempftead  in  Hertford- 
Jhircy  at  Page  72.  Mutatis  Mutandis. 

A  Copy  of  the  Certificate  of  the  Succcfs  of  Mr. 
Marryott'j"  Management. 

WE  whofe  Karnes  are  under-written,  do  here- 
by certify  whom  it  may  concern,  That  the 
Year's  Charge  from  Eafter  1723,  to  Eafter  1724,  for 
the  Poor,  on  all  Accounts,  and  tor  Law,  and  all  By- 
Charge,  only  amounts  to  the  Sum  of  209  /.  1 5  j.  *  2  <^. 
And  we  do  further  certify.  That  our  yearly  Charge, 
notwithftanding  having  a  Houfe  of  Maintenance  for 
eleven  Years  before  Mr.  Matthew  Marryott  w'as  con- 
cern'd ;  The  eight  lall  Years  equally  divided,  the 
Charge  of  the  Poor,  one  Year  with  another,  was 
66q  L  7 /.  id,  \,  The  eight  Years  whole  Sum  was 
5339/.  7/.  id.  And  that  the  Poor  are  in  Number 
41.  and  all  well  fed,  lodg'd  and  Cloath'd.  In  wit- 
nefs  whereof  w^e  have  hereunto  fet  our  Hands  at  a 
publick  Veftry,  this  7th  Day  of  A^ril^  1724. 

Sign'd  by  the  Miniller,  Church- Wardens,  Over- 
feers,  and  principal  Inhabitants. 


^^^^.>i.H»t^^^^:^t^^^^7>l.^^^^^^^^HH^^>i» 


Wisbech,  Cambridge/hire. 

Sir,  O^.  3.  1724. 

nn  HE  Number  of  Poor  maintain'd  in  this  Work- 
J-     houfe  amounts  to  80  young  and  old.    The  Chil- 
dren Spin  all  in  one  large  FvOom,  under  the  Infpe£i:i- 
on  of  a  Mailer  ^  they  make  Yarn  for  Norwich^  as  good 

and 
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and  true  as  any  is  made.  The  IVool  is  bought  by  two 
Managers,  cholea  by  the  Pariih,  of  the  Grazier,  ibr 
ready  Money. 

The  whole  Number  above-mentioned  lie  in. the 
Work-houfe  j  the  Boys  in  a  Chamber  by  themfelvcs, 
3  in  a  Bed  ^  and  the  Girls  in  another  Chamber,  3  in 
a  Bed:  After  the  fame  Manner  likcwife  are  the  el- 
derly People  difpofed  of-,  of  thefe  only  2  in  a  Bed. 

Their  Diet  is  good  Beef,  Broth,  Dumplins,  Peafe 
Porridge,  Milk  Porridge,  Bread  and  Cheefe;  the 
Qiiantity  according  to  every  one's  Stomach  at  Nooft ; 
at  Morning  and  Night  not  fo  much,  given  out  by  the 
Miftrefs  of  the  Kitchen, 

The  idle,  diforderly  and  lazy,  are  punifhable  at 
the  Difcretion  of  the  Magiftrate.  The  fick  and  in- 
firm are  not  taken  into  the  Work-houfe^  but  put  out  at 
the  beft  Hand  ^  and  fo  are  Infants  till  they  are  big 
enough  to  learn  to  Read,  and  then  they  are  brought 
in  and  taught  to  Read,  Write  and  Spin. 

The  Mafterh  Wages  are  loj.  fer  Week*,  the  Mi- 
ftrefs  has  10/.  fer  Annum^  whofe  Bufinefs  is  to  look 
after  the  Kitchen^  and  to  make  and  mend  all  the  Lin- 
ven.  The  poor  Women  Card  and  Spn  for  Shifts  and 
Shirts  for  the  whole  Family,  and  lijcewife  Knit  all 
the  Stoc]iir?gs, 

They  Bake  their  own  Bready  and  Brew  their  own 
Drink  at  the  beft  Hand  •  and  befides  the  hicome  from 
every  one's  Labour,  the  Charge  weekly  of  the  whole 
Houfe  is  about  18^.  fer  Head.  The  Mafler,  Mi- 
ftrefs, and  the  whole  Houfe,  are  under  the  Direftion 
of  the  A^fanagersy  viz.  Four  or  more  of  the  moft  pru- 
dent Perfons  of  the  Parifh.  This  Method  of  provid- 
ing for  the  Poor  has  brought  down  the  Rates,  from 
S  S'  6  d,  to  2  s.  in  the  Pound,  and  the  Poor  much 
better  provided  fer. 

I  had  almoft  forgot  to  tell  ycu,  that  whereas  the 
weekly  Charge  of  the  Houfe  is  is.  6d.  per  Head, 
including  the  Benefit  of  their  Work  *,  this  needs  a 
little  Explanation,  for  the  Work-houfe  coil  the  hi- 
habitc  nts  loco /.  Building,  and  the  Intereft  of  that 
'   .  "N  Money 
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Money   is  paid,  as  well   as  the  Poor  maintain'd,  at 
the  above-mention'd  Rate. 

There  are  Houfes  alio  at  Lin^  Chaterisy  Milden- 
hallj  and  one  Building  at  the  City  of  Ely,  But  the 
Houfe  at  IVishechy  of  which  I  have  given"  you  this 
particular  Account,  is  the  Pattern  for  all  the  reft 
in  the  IJle  of  Ely ;  the  Method  there  us'd  for  main- 
taining the  Poor,  is,  as  I  take  it,  the  beft  Method 
that  can  be  devls'd  for  that  purpofe  ^  and  Vv^hat  all 
their  Neighbours,  as  near  as  they  can,  endeavour  to 
imitate.  In  truth,  as  it  is  the  beft  Method,  fo,  in 
my  Opinion,  'tis  the  only  Method  that  can  be  made 
ufe  of  with  any  Succefs  ^  the  want  of  a  convenient 
Houfe  for  the  purpofe  ^  of  difcreet  and  honeft  Ma- 
nagers to  infpeA  the  whole  ^  of  laying  in  Provifions 
at  the  beft  Hand  ^  of  a  frugal  Houfewifely  Woman 
to  be  Miftrefs  of  the  Kitchen  •,  of  buying  in  the 
Wool  at  the  cheapeft  Rates  ^  and,  laftly,  of  an  under- 
ftanding  and  fober  Man  to  be  Mafter  of  the  Work, 
to  deal  out  the  Wool,  and  fee  that  it  be  well  fpu^, 
and  well  fold,  and  that  all  the  refpe^live  Members 
of, the  Family  do  their  proper  Buiinefs  •  I  fay,  the 
want  of  thefe,  or  any  of  thefe  Particulars,  would  foon 
bring  the  whole  Deiign  to  nothing. 

Peterborough,  'Nonhamptonflnre. 

Sir,  Nov.  14.   1724. 

IReceiv'd  yours  of  November  1  o.  and  do  heartily 
approve  and  commend  the  good  Defign  of  pub- 
liJhing  fome  Account  of  Work-houfes^  and  the  Working 
Charity  Schools ',  which  will  certainly  tend  to  the  Pro- 
moting cFChriftian  Knowledge,  by  the  effeaual  Ways 
and  Means  of  obliging  young  and  old  to  the  Practice 
of  the  beft  Duties  in  bur  Holy  Religion ;  thofe  of 
Obedience,  Sobriety  and  Indiiftry,  with  Rearing  the 
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Scriptures  read  to  them,  and  reibrting  frequently  to 
the  Church. 

The  Work-houfe  in  this  City  meets  with  great 
Encouragement,  and  gives  univerlal  Satisfa^Hon,  and 
has  fet  the  h\udable  Example  to  fome  other  neigh- 
bouring Towns,  parti cuhiriy  to  Wisbech,  and  Whit- 
tlefea  in  the  Jjle  of  Ely. 

The  encloled  Account  of  Peterborough  is  from  an 
honell  and  able  Inhabita^nt  of  the  Pariih,  who  will 
be  ready  to  anfwcr  any  other  Qiiellions  if  there  be 
Occafion  for  them. 

N.  B.  The  Account  enclofed  was  as  follows. 
The  Number  of  the  a^ed>  ^u^r   *-^    *.  i  i 

poor  People  now  in  thb>   3°-  Thofe  that  are  able 
Work-houleis  S      employ  d  m  Kniamg. 

The  Number  of  Children  is  1 9.  Thofe  that  are  able 

• employ'd  in  Spinning* 

49.  In  all. 

The    Expence     for     Maintaining    the  ")  /.       /.    d. 
Houfe  from  Lady-Day  1724,  to  Mi-/ 
chaelmas  following,  in  Victuals    and/ 159     5     5^ 
Drink,   including  Apparel  and  Bed- 1 

The  Product  of  the  Labour  of  the  Poor  7^  ^ 

at  the  fame  time  S  ^  ^  "^ 


Out  of  Purfe     148   10  \% 

Their  Weekly  Bill  of  Fare^  is  much  the  fame  as  at 
Lnton  in  Bedfordjlnrey  Pag.  S7. 

The  Manager  of  the  Work-houfe  is  Mr.  Marry ott^ 
whofe  Salary,  by  a  Contract  made  between  him  and 
the  Parifli,  on  the  30th  o{^  Oiloher  1722,  is  fifty  Pounds 
a  Year,  and  a  Coat  of  50  Shillings  Value.  And  the 
Savings  to  the  Parifli  out  of  the  former  Charge  for 
maintaining  the  Poor,  will  bell  appear  by  the  fol- 
lov/ing  Certificate,  viz.. 
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Jt  a  pyiry  held  the  %th  T)ay  of  Odober  1723. 

WEj  vvhofe  Karnes  are  here  under- written,  Pa- 
riiliioners  and  Inhabitants  of  St.  John  Baftift^ 
Teterboroughy  do  certify  whom  it  may  concern,  That 
Mr.  Matthew  Marryott  hath  put  our  Parifh  into  fueh 
Regulation,  touching  the  Poor  of  our  faid  Pariih,  by 
Ere£ling  a  Houfe  of  Maintenance  for  the  Feeding, 
Lodging  and  Cloathing  all  the  Poor  of  the  faid 
Pariili,  that  Ihall  want  Relief  from  the  Pariflii- 
oners,  whereby  the  Parifh  Rates  are  likely  to  come 
to  lefs  than  one  half  of  what  they  formerly  were, 
which  for  the  laft  8  Years,  one  with  another, 
was  499^-  1 8  J.  6d*% 

But  the  firft  half  Year,  lince  the^ 

Erefting  the  Houfe  of  Mainte-  / 

nance5buyingofFurniture,Brew-i»220       13      5     \ 

ing  VelTels,  Cloathing,  and  Re- 1 

pairs,  amounts  to  J 

The  laft  half  Year,  fince  Lady-Day  St  ^     ? 

amounts  only  to  ^  i"3      H     <?     * 

Sign'd  by  the  Mlnlfter^  Church'lVardem^  Orerfee/Sj 
and  principal  Inhabitants. 


'^-'^'^^"fy^^'f^^^^^^^^^j^^jfy  ?^^'4'4-^4''fi  4*4*4  4*4 


Oundle,  Northampton/hire. 

Sir,  Decemb.  7.  1724^ 

IT  is  now  five  Years  fmce  this  Town,  burthen'd 
with  the  Poor's  Taxes,  refolv'd  in  a  Veftry  to 
purchafe  a  Houfe  for  the  Maintenance  and  Employ- 
ment of  the  Poor,   who  were  as  full  of  Idlenefs,  as 
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they  were  of  Complaints,  and  they  chofe  feven  Go- 
vernours  and  Trullees,  befide  the  two  Overl'eers, 
who  are  chofen  annually  •,  there  is  a  Mafter  and  Mi- 
ftrefs  appointed  to  take  Care  of  Proviiions  tor  the 
Houfe,  and  to  keep  thofe  employ \l  who  are  able  to 
Work ;  there  are  now  in  the  HoiiVe  fand  there  is  ge- 
nerally about  the  fame  Number)  fix  old  Men,  five  old 
Women,  and  nine  Children  \  the  Women  and  Chil- 
dren are  employed  in  Spinning  and  Knitting  :  And  the 
Men  and  Boys,  who  are  able,  are  fcnt  to  Plow  for 
the  Farmers,  and  feed  and  look  after  their  Cattle  at 
Home-,  the  Profits  arillng  from  their  labour,  which 
is  generally  about  fix  Shillings  per  Week,  tho,  Ma- 
iler of  the  Houfe  accounts  tor  once  a  Week  to  the 
Truftees  ^  and  the  Expences  of  the  Houfe,  which  he 
alfo  lays  before  them  as  often,  is  ufually  about  40  s» 

This,  Sir,  is,  1  doubt,  but  a  confus'd  Account, 
but  however  I  beg  Leave  to  add  one  Circumftance 
more,  which,  I  believe,  will  be  a  good  Encourage- 
ment to  others  to  take  the  fame,  or  fome  other  like 
Method ;  that  whereas  the  Overfeer's  Bill  before  us'd 
to  rife  to  half  a  Crown  in  the  Pound  fcr  Annuniy  of- 
ten, and  feldom  or  never  lefs  than  2  j.  they  now  come 
to  no  more  than  ten  Pence,  or  eleven  Pence  ^  fo  that, 
upon  a  fair  Calculation,  the  Town  is  eas'd  of  two 
thirds  of  their  Charge,  and  yet  I  afTure  you  the 
Poor  are  provided  for  in  a  very  plentiful  Manner, 
and  have  every  thing  necelTary  or  convenient  in 
Life. 

10=*  Before  the  Account  of  Work-houfes  in  this 
County  is  clos'd,  it  may  not  be  unacceptable  to  the 
Reader  to  prefent  himi  with  two  Accounts  of  Worhng 
Charity 'Schools^  viz.  at  Anlehoro'ugh^  and  Thingdorij  as 
tliey  were  communicated  a  few  Years  fince :  And  tho' 
there  may  be  fome  Alterations  in  them  for  the  bet- 
ter, it  is  hoped,  the  Examples,  as  they  are,  may  be 
of  Ufe  to  be  imitated  in  other  Places. 

Artie- 
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ArtleborOilgh,  Northampton/hire. 

TH  E  School  confifls  of  more  than  60  Children 
of  both  Sexes  taught  upon  Charity,  under  the 
Care  of  one  Mifcrefs,  aiTifted  by  her  Husband,  whofe 
Induftry  and  good  Management  has  fo  much  recom- 
mended itlelf,  that  about  40  other  Children  of  fub- 
ilantial  Parents,  who  pay  for  the  Inftruftion  of  their 
Children,  come  to  be  taught  with  the  Charity  Chil- 
dren. 

This  School,   which  now  confifts  of   100  Chil- 
dren, from  4  to  18  Years  of  Age,  began  about  20 
Years  ago,  with  a  final!  Number  taught  fo  read  on- 
ly •,  and  the  MiHrefs,  of  her  own  Accord,  put  the 
Children  upon  Spinning  and  Knitting,  and  took  the 
Profits  of  their  Labour  for  her  Trouble  in  Teaching 
them:    Afterwards,   to  encourage  the  Childrens  In- 
duftry,  fbe  contented  herfelf  with  Two-pence  a  Week 
from  the  Earnings  of  thofe  that  Spun,  Three-half-pence 
a  Week  from,  thofe  that  Knit,  and  an  Allowance  of 
a  Fenny  Weekly  for  thofe  that  only  Icarn'd  to  Read. 
And  that  the  Children  might  gain  the  more  for  their 
own  and  their  Parents  Support,  Two  publick  Spirited 
Perfons,  one  upon  the  Place,  and  the  other  at  London ^ 
("whofe  Names  deferve  to  be  mentioned  with  Honour, 
if  they   would   permit  it)  paid  all  the  Tence^  Tljree^ 
half-fences^    and    Two-^e?ices^   that,   according    to   this 
Rule,  the  Miftrefs  was  entituled  to:    So  that  now 
only  One  fenny  a  Week  is   dcdu^led  from  the  Earn- 
in?,s  of  each  Spinner,  till  the  W^heel  and  Reel  are 
paid  for,  which  they  make  Ufe  of,  and  take  away 
when  they  leave  the  School :  And  when  any  of  the 
Spinners  or  Knitters  want  to  be  cloathed.  Six-fence  a 
Fortnight  is  deduced  out  of  their  Refpeftive  Earn- 
ings for  that  Purpofc. 

The    Children    earn,   fome    Twelve-fence^    others 
Eightem-fence  or  Two  Shilihigs^  and  the  moil  diligent 


Two  Shillwgs  Six-fcfice  a  Week :  And  the  Parents  find 
their  Advantage  fo  much  in  the  Children's  Learning, 
that  in  the  Summer  they  lend  them  to  School  at  5  or 
6  a  Clock  in  the  Morning,  where  they  continue  till 
8  or  9  at  Kight  %  and  in  the  Winter  irom  6  or  7  in 
the  Morning,  till  7  or  8  at  ISiight ,  allowing  only  a 
little  hitermiifion  for  Dinner. 

T  w  o  Men,  one  from  Northamftcn^  and  the  other 
from  WellwghGroii^hy  fupply  'the  School  every  Fort- 
night with  jerley  (or  Wool  pixpar'd)  for  Spinning, 
and  Yarn  for  Knitting,  and  at  the  fame  time  pay  for 
the  Earnings  of  the  Children:  Mofl  of  what  is  Spun, 
is  carried  to  Coventry^  to  be  wrought  into  Stuffs, 
Serges,  Shalloons,  and  other  Things. 

One  of  the  publick  Spirited  Pcrfons  above-men- 
tioned did,  about  nine  Years  ago,  build  a  large  Houfe, 
which  will  hold,  on  two  Floors,  %6  Wheels,  fo  con- 
trived, that  the  Miftreis  might  fee  both  Floors  at  the 
fame  time,  and  dire^l:  all  the  Children  at  Pleafure. 

There  is  a  Charity  Box  at  the  Door,  which  is 
open'd  once  a  Year,  and  the  Money  found  therein 
equally  diftributed  among  the  Children. 

The  Miilrefs  takes  all  the  Children  one  Day  af- 
ter Harveft  into  the  Bean-Fields,  where  they  gather 
and  lay  in  Heapr,  as  much  Bean  ftubble  as  ferves 
them  for  Firing  all  Winter*,  the  Farmers,  at  their 
Leifure,  carrying  it  to  the  School- PToufe  Gratis.  And, 
upon  all  Confiderations,  the  Contributions  for  up- 
holding this  School  do  not  generally  exceed  Twenty 
Founds  per  j4mmm ;  whereas  the  Profits  of  it  every 
Fortnight,  are  from  Twenty  to  Twenty  Five  Pounds, 
which  is  5  or  600 1,  per  An.  benefit  to  the  Town. 

The  Work  of  thefe  Children  is  ^o  ordered,  that 
it  is  no  Manner  of  hindrance  to  their  Learning  to 
Read,  and  lav  the  Catechifm,  the  Common  Prayer, 
the  Colle£ls  for  the  Day,  the  Bible,  and  other  .ule- 
fal  Books  of  Inflru^lion :,  and  one  of  the  Truffees  of 
the  Charity  of  the  late  Vhilip  Ford  Wharton,  furnifhes 
Annually  with  Bibles,  and  other  Good  Books. 

Findoii» 
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Findon,  alias  Thingdon,  Nor^ 

thamptonjhire. 

IN  the  Charity  School  at  this  Place,  20  poor  Girls 
are  fet  to  Work,  Taught,  Lodg'd  and  wholly 
maintained,  after  the  following  Manner. 

16  Girls  are  conftantly  kept  to  Spinning  Jerfey,  at 
which  they  earn  Weekly  i  /.  4^.  They  are  never 
task'd  at  above  4  ^.  a  Day,  and  all  that  the  Great 
Girls  get  befides  they  have  for  themfelves,  the  little 
Girls  are  task'd  as  they  are  able  to  Spin,  2  ^.  or  3  d. 
a  Day. 

The  other  4  Girls,  who  are  call'd  Houfewifesy  take 
their  Turns  in  doing  the  Work  in  the  JFamily  % 
whilft  the  3  others  learn  all  Sorts  of  Work,  to  fit 
them  for  Service,  viz..  Spinning  Linnen,  Knitting 
Gloves  and  Stockings,  Sewing,  Marking,  and  Mending 
all  their  Cloaths,  both  Linnen  and.  Woollen  ^  for 
Tailors  are  only  employ'd  to  cut  out  their  Man- 
tua's, and  plait  them,  which  comes  but  to  is.  for 
the  20  Girls ;  the  reft  the  Miftrefs  and  thefe  Houfe* 
roifes  finiih ;  all  the  Houfevoifes  help  to  waih  ♦,  but 
ilie,  whole  Turn  'tis  to  be  Maid,  Brews,  Milks,  gets 
their  Diet,  cfrc  but  is  over-look'd  by  the  Miftrefs  or 
Dame,  to  fee  fhe  does  it  as  ihe  ought. 

These  Girls  get  about  60/.  a  Year  towards  their 
Maintenance,  befides  Spinning  their  own  Linnen,  Knit- 
ting their  own  Stockings,  and  every  other  Year  Spin- 
ning their  Woollen  Cloaths,  for  they,  being  made 
of  ftrong  Serges,  laft  them  two  Years. 

A  s  to  their  Learning  to  Read,  &c,  the  Miftrefs 
teaches  three  of  them  at  a  Time,  who  are  call'd  out 
of  the  Spinning  Room.,  and  read  as  long  as  flie 
thinks  proper^  and  then  three  others  fucceed,  tijl 
they  are  all  heard,  every  Morning  and  Afternoon. 
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The  Houfemfcs  alfb  read  a  Cli^^pter  Morning  and 
Afternoon^  but  they  being  perfe£l  in  Reading  before 
they  are  taken  to  be  Houlewifes,  Ijpend  lels  Tirre' 
in  it  than  the  others. 

The  Girls  read  aifo  the  Cliapters  and  Pfalms,  ap-^ 
pointed  for  the  Evemng  Service,  afc/r  Supper,  V'erie 
by  Verfe,  as  they  fit  round  the  Table  ^  but  not  fo 
after  Breakfafl,  becaule  they  read  them,  for  the  Morn- 
ing, at  Church*  The  Girls  take  it  by  Turns  to  fay 
Prayers  in  the  Family  Morning  and  Evening,  which 
every  one  of  them  learns  without  Bour-;  and  they 
nifo  by  Turns  fay  Grace  at  their  Meab. 

Sundays  and  other  Holy-Days  are  a  good  Part 
fpent  in  re?.ding  the  Ribky  the  Whole  Duty  of  Mmi^  and 
other  Books  printed  chiefly  for  the  Ufe  of  Charity- 
Schools:  They  who  have  the  befi:  Memories,:  get 
the  Expofition  of  the  Church-Catechifrn  without 
Book,  aiid  then  teach  and  examine  the  rcit  whilft 
they  Ipiii^  and  by  thefe  Means  are  very  perfed  in  \t 
On  Sundaysj  when  tliey  are  catechized  at  Church. 

They  are  likewife  taught  to  fing  Pialms  *,  which 
they  praftife  at  their  Wheels. 

The  four  Houfewifes  are  taught  to  write  and 
caft  Accompts,  which  they  do  very  well  ^  -when  they 
are  fe-.t  out  to  Service,  four  others  are  cholea  out 
of  the  ipinning  Room  to  fucceed  them. 

These  Girls  go  to  Church  every  Day:  And 
when  paft  i6y  go  to  the  Monthly  Sacrament,  when 
examined  and  approved  of  by  the  Minifter.  They 
commonly  ftay  till  17,  before  they  go  to  Service. 

A  L  L  of  them,  as  foon  as  they  can  read  hand- 
fon^ely,  carry  a  Kew  Teitament  and  Common-Prayer 
Book  to  Church  with  them  -^  but  none  of  them  has 
a  Bible  given  them,  till  they  can  fay  Our  Saviow/s 
Sermon  upon  the  Mount^  and  the  Expofition  of  the 
Church-Catechifm ,  perfe^ly  without  Book;,  and 
likewife  fiich  Prayers  and  CoUeQs  as  are  appointed 
by  the  Order  of  the  School. 

No  Girl  is  fuiler'd  to  go  out,  except  to  Church, 
on  Sunday^  which   hath  not  got  the  Goiiect  for  that 
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Week  without  Book ,  but  thofe  that  have,  are 
fulfer'd  to  go  Home,  and  fee  their  Parents,  after  the 
Evening  Prayers  are  over. 

The  Provifions  for  fupporting  this  School  feldom 
exceed  weekly, 

1  Bulliel  of  Wheat  for  Bread,  all  the  Week  long. 
Pudding,  and  Dumplins,  for  Dinner  Monday^ 
Wednefdayy  and  Friday* 

2  Quart  of  Frumenty  Wheat  for  Frumenty. 

2  Bullieis  of  Barley  for  Brewing. 

3  Q,uart  of  Peafe  for  Peafe  Porridge  for  Wednefday 
Dinner. 

22  Pounds  of  Meat,  for  Meat  and  Broth,  Sundayy 
Tuefdayy  and  Thurjday. 

I  o  Pounds  of  new  Milk  Cheefe  for  Suppers  every 
Evening. 

From  Michaelmas  to  May-Bay^  they  have  hot 
Breakfafts  of  their  own  dreiling :  At  Chrlftmas  they 
learn  to  make  minc'd  Pies,  and  at  other  Times  Cheefe- 
Cakes,  and  Apple-Pies,  as  the  Seafon  of  the  Year 
affords  the  Materials  tor  them:  Their  own  Dairy 
fupplies  them  plentifully  with  Milk  and  Butter  good 
part  of  the  Year,  and  leads  them  to  underhand 
Houfewifry. 

Leicefterfhire- 

S  I  R,  Leiceftery  OElob*  lo.  1724^ 

THERE  being  a  great  Num.ber  of  Poor,  whofe 
Rent  for  the  Houfes  was  paid  by  the  Parifhes 
in  which  they  liv'd :  Three  Pariihes  in  this  Town, 
viz,.  St.  Margaret's  in  17 14,  St.  Mart  iris  in  1722,  and 
St.  Mary'^s  in  1723,  fucceiHvely  built  Alms-houfes, 
with  proper  Apartments  for  lodging  all  their  re- 
fpe^live  Poor  :  And  by  this  Means  the  Charge  of 
Houfe-Rent  was  confiderably  abated,  many  of  the 

Poor 
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Poor  choofing  rather  to  pay  their  own  Rent,  than  go 
into  thefe  Houfes. 

In  the  Year  1723,  St,  Afargaret^  Pariili  refolved 
to  convert  their  Parilh  Houfes  into  a  Work-houfe  ^ 
and  for  that  Purpofe,  eretVed  two  other  Houfes  at  the 
End  of  the  former,  for  lodging  of  a  Mafter,  and  for 
a  working  Room,  a  Kitchin,  Cellar,  and  other  Cou- 
veniencies,  made  a  Pump,  and  inclofed  the  whole 
with  a  Wall^  and,  having  provided  all  neceffary 
Utenlils,  fet  up  Houfe-keeping  for  the  Poor  at  Chrift^ 
mas  laft. 

I  N  j4friL  laft,  the  Parilh  of  St.  Martins  likewife 
determined  to  convert  their  Pariih-Houfes  into  a 
Work-houfe,  by  joyning  two  of  the  lower  Apart- 
ments into  one,  for  a  working  Room,  and  fitting  up 
two  others  for  a  Kitchin,  a  Cellar,  (^c,  and  furnifh- 
ing  them  as  St.  Marfraret^s  had  done  theirs.  And 
of  this  Pariih  of  St.  Martins^  I  will  give  you  a  par- 
ticular Account. 

The  Parilh  firft  made  Choice  of  a  Mafter,  who 
has  the  immediate  Care  of  the  Poor,  to  keep  them 
in  Order,  and  imploy  them  in  fuch  Work  as  they 
are  capable  of,  and  fee  that  their  Food  is  duly  pre- 
pare and  given  to  them,  &c.  He  has  two  Apartments 
alfign'd  to  him,  his  Diet  and  WaiTiing,  and  1 2  /.  ^er 
Annum  Salary. 

The  Parilh  Overfeers  buy  all  Things  necelTary  for 
the  Houfe,  and  the  Poor  in  it :  For  their  Cloathing, 
they  buy  whole  Pieces  of  Woollen  and  Linnen  \ 
which,  when  cut  out,  is  made  up  into  Cloaths,  by 
fuch  of  the  Poor  as  are  capable  of  it. 

The  Overfeers,  about  once  in  a  Month,  fend  in 
five  Strike  of  Malt,  which  the  Mafter  brews  at  once 
into  good  Drink  ^  and  every  Saturday  the  Overfeers 
buy  for  them  a  fufficient  Quantity  of  good  whole- 
fomeMeat,  and  fend  it  to  the  Mafter. 

1  F  any  of  the  Poor  fall  fick,  a  proper  Provifion  is 
made  for  them,  and  fome  of  their  Fello^v  Poor  are 
appointed  to  attend  them. 

O  2  They 


(    lOO    ) 

They  are  all  confined  within  the  Frecin8:s  of 
the  Houfe,  and  are  net  to  go  out  of  it  without  Leave 
of  the  M after*,  if  any  of  them  have  Imployment 
Abroad,  rhey  are  oblig'd  to  return  in  a  due  Hour  ^ 
and  whoever  imploys  them,  agrees  with  the  Mafter 
for  che  War^es,  and  pays  them  ro  him-,  which,  toge- 
tl  er  with  the  Frodutl:  of  the  Labours  of  the  reft, 
h-j  delivers  to  th^  Ove»ieers  every  Friday  in  the 
Evening,  who  then  take  the  Accounts  from  the 
Mafter  •,  and  a^d  out  of  the  Pariih  Stock,  what  is 
wanting  for  makiiig  Provifion  for  the  following 
Week, 

r  M  E  general  Method  for  employing  them  (befides 
what  'r^  abovementioned)  is  in  fpinning  Jerfey  ^  fuch 
as  ca/i't  fpiiJ,  ?!re  fet  to  knit  Stockings  for  the  reft, 
and  one  is  appoi  ted  to  teach  the  Children  to  read. 

The  Time  ot  working  is  twelve  Hours  in  the 
pay  Vv'^iuter  and  Summer. 

The  Number  of  the  Poor  at  prefent  is  28, 
fvlz.-  T.5old,  and  12  under  Eight  Years  of  Age. 

The  Produ^  of  their  Labou^*^,  one  Week  with 
another,  is  about  14J.  the  Charge  of  maintaining 
them  weekly  is  about  40  j.  that  is  about  16  s.  above 
their  Labour. 

The  Charge  of  maintaining  the  Poor  us'd  to  be 
about  2^0  L  or  300/.  a  Year.  The  Charge  this  Year 
in  cloathing  the  Poor,  upon  placing  them  in  the 
Work-houfe,  and  buying  Utenlils,  c^c.  is  much  greater 
than  can  be  in  'liture  Years  ;  and  yet  the  Overfeer 
aflures  me,  that  he  is  confident  the  Parifti  v^ill  even 
this  Year  fave  i  co  /. 

The  Children  have  a  Form  plac'd  in  the  Alley, 
before  thj  Seat  of  the  Pariili  Officers,  to  fit  upon  on 
£:/:^<^ays  ^  but  there  is  no  particular  Place  as  yet  affigu'd 
to  I  he  elder  Poor  at  Church. 

Since  my  v/riting  what  foregoes,  I  have  at 
lergth  met  with  the  Perfon  who  has  had  the  chief 
Management  of  the  Aifair  in  St.  Margaret's  Parilh; 
who  tells  me,;,  that  before  the  building  of  the  Parifti- 

flpufes} 
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Houfes  in  1714,  they  paid  above  30/.  per  jiwmm 
Rent  for  the  Poor  ^  and  that  the  whole  Charge  to  the 
Poor  was  about  300/.  per  Annum  \  for  defraying 
which,  they  levied  4  s,  m  the  pound  Rent.  For  build- 
ing the  Houfes,  they  borrowed  240  /.  and  reduced 
their  Levies  from  4J.  to  35.  4^.  by  which  Levies 
fo  reduced,  they  paid  olf  the  24c/.  in  5  Years. 

About  1 720,  the  Poor  began  to  increafe  again, 
fo  that  there  was  little  or  no  further  Abatement  in 
their  Levies. 

1723,  They  borrowed    2co /.  for  making  Altera- 
tions and  the  additional  Build:,  gs,  (f-c.  for  the  Work-  " 
houfe,  which,  he  believes,  will  lave  the  Parifh  two 
thirds  of  their  former  Levies. 

Before  the  fetting  up  the  Work-houfe,  the 
weekly  Pav meats  to  the  Poor  were  3/.  5J.  or  there- 
abouts, befides  By-hills^  as  they  are  called,  which 
oft  amounted  to  10  s,  ov'^os.  more^  but  fmce  then, 
he  fuppoles  that  a  Levy  of  \6  d,  in  the  pound  will 
defray  their  Charge*  neverthelefs  they  at  prefent 
levy  more,  in  order  to  pay  off  the  loz  I.  which  they 
borrowed. 

The  Salary  of  the  Mafler,  the  Number  of  the 
Poor  in  the  Work-houie,  and  xht  Orders  of  Mrmage- 
ment,  are  much  the  fame  as  in  St.  Martins  Pariih, 
faving  that  they  truft  the  Mailer  himfelf  to  buy 
the  Provifions. 

The  Small-Pox  being  this  Year  very  rife  in  the 
Town,  they  make  fome  Allowance  to  poor  Families 
vifited  with  them,  which  are  not  in  the  Work-houfe; 
which  occafions  the  weekly  Charge  of  the  Poor  to 
be  about  40  j.  over  and  above  the  Produd  of  the 
Labours  of  thole  in  the  Work-hou(e,  which  varies 
according  to  Circumftinces,  from  8  j.  to  15  s. 

They  have  bought  about  1 1  Ton  of  Coals,  to 
ferve  the  Houfe  for  the  Year  current,  and  allow  two 
ftrike  of  Malt  for  a  Hogfliead  of  Beer,  and  the  Poor 
have  hot  Meat  three  times  a  Week. 

T  H  E  Pari  ill  of  St.  Mary  are  about  fetting  up  theiv 
^^ork-houfe^  but  it  is  not  yet  fettled. 

Lut- 
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Lutterworth,   Leicefierjhire. 

Si  r,  Nov.  9.  1724. 

THERE  has  been  a  Work-houfe  at  this  Place 
about  three  Years,  and  the  firft  Year  we  put  our 
Poor  into  it,  our  Poor's  Levy  was  abated  more  than 
a  fourth  Part,  tho'  we  paid  a  Salary  to  one  for  look- 
ing after  them.  But  not  being  well  provided  with 
a  Governour,  we  were  feveral  Times  obliged  to 
change,  which  put  us  to  fomething  more  Charge. 
This  obliged  us  to  alter  our  Method  from  what  it 
was :  Before  we  agreed  for  a  certain  Sum,  as  90  or 
100/.  for  their  Maintenance,  and  all  that  concerned 
them,  as  Houfe-Rent,  Food,  Phyfick,  Cloathing, 
^c.  excepting  only  Charges  at  Law,  in  cafes  of  Con- 
troverfy.  But  this  Year  we  have  built  them  a  con- 
venient Houfe  upon  our  own  Ground,  and  out  of 
their  own  Islumber  make  Choice  of  the  moft  prudent 
one  or  more  to  look  after  the  refl.  And  our  Over- 
feers  of  the  Poor,  in  their  feveral  Quarters,  buy  in 
their  Provifions  at  the  beft  hand  for  them,  and  furnifh 
them  with  all  other  NecefTaries  as  they  come  to  be 
wanted*,  and  keep  a  Book  of  Accompts,  in  which 
they  put  down  all  particulars  of  what  Money  they 
lay  out,  and  what  they  receive  for  the  Poor's  Work, 
as  fpinning,  winding  Quills,  wafhing  Abroad  in  the 
Town,  or  other  Day  Labour,  more  or  lefs,  whatever 
they  do  •,  for  all  which  thjsir  Infpedor  is  accountable, 
and  every  Week  this  abates  fometimes  5,  7,  or  \o  s. 
of  what  is  laid  out  for  them. 

There  are  at  prefent  but  about  20  in  it,  of 
which  five  or  fix  are  Children,  whom  they  are  allow'd 
to  fend  to  School  to  be  taught  to  read  and  write. 

This  Method  is  like  to  fucceed  befl,  and  as  our 

old  People  wear  off,  and  our  young  grow  up,  'twill 

be  lefs  chargeable  every  Year. 
- They 
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They  live  much  more  comfortably  thus  in  com- 
mon, than  they  could  have  done  in  their  private 
Houfes,  with  three  times  the  Sum,  on  CoHeH^ions^ 
as  they  call  it.  Their  Pot  boils  every  Day,  they 
have  their  Cow  and  Pafture  for  Milk,  their  Hog  in 
their  Yard,  a  large  Garden  to  air  themfelves  in,  and 
there  be  few  of  our  Farmers  that  live  more  com- 
fortably than  they  do. 

Harborough,  LeiceJierJJnre. 

Si  r,  Octob,  19.  1724: 

TH  E  Number  of  thofe  maintain'd  in  the  Work- 
houfe  here  is  feventeen,  vl:zi,  8  old,  and  9  young, 
almoft  all  of  them  unable  to  do  any  Work  for  their 
Livelihood,  except  three  Boys,  who  are  imploy'd  in 
working  for  Weavers,  which  brings  in  about  4  s,  per 
Week.  As  to  the  Subfiftance  of  the  Poor,  the  Inha- 
bitants have  agreed,  that  each  of  them  will  take  it 
by  Turns,  one,  one  Week,  and  another,  another,  to 
buy  in  Provifion.  Their  Expence  now  only  amounts 
to  100/.  per  Annum -^  whereas  before  it  was  above 
170/.  They  allow  a  Man  2  i.  6L  a  Week,  to  keep 
them  in  good  Order,  to  cut  their  ViO:uals,  and  to 
teach  the  Children  to  read. 

I  T  is  not  yet  two  Years  fmce  it  was  firfl  begun, 
and  was  defign'd  chiefly  to  leilen  the  Poor-Levies, 
which  were  grown  very  great,  and  were  likely  to 
increafe,  and  in  Reference  to  this  it  has  already  had 
a  very  good  Effect,  and  'tis  hop'd  in  Time  it  will 
turn  to  a" much  better  Account.  The  Number  of  Poor 
was  great,  that  is,  of  idle  People,  who  defir'd  Col- 
leaion,  and,  if  refus'd  it,  would  make  their  Com- 
plaint to  a  Juftice  of  the  Peace,  and  fometimes  get 
an  Order,  or  Warrant,  fome  for  two  Shillings,  fome 

three 
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three  Shillings,  feme  for  four  Shillings  per  Weeic, 
with  which  the  Fariih  was  exceedingly  perplexed^ 
and  were  thereby  put  upon  fetting  up  ttie  Work- 
houfe  J  nor  are  they  now  pefler'd  with  their  Poor, 
as  they  were  wont  to  be :  For  if  they  come  to  the 
OiScers  for  Collc£rion,  they  take  them  into  the 
Work-houfe,  and  employ  thofe  chat  are  able,  and 
keep  them  to  Work.  Thofe  that  are  decreoid,  or 
decay M  by  old  Age,  or  any  ways  ui:able,  they 
maintain. 

The  Work-houfe  is  a  well  contriv'd  Building,  in 
Form  of  a  Court  four-fquare,  with  feveral  Apart- 
ments for  lodging,  and  other  Conveniencie?.  There 
is  a  Hall,  or  long  Room,  with  Tables  and  Benches, 
where  they  have  their  let  Meals,  and  where  after- 
wards they  may  fpin ;  and  la  Summer  the  young 
Boys  or  Giils  may  fpin  in  the  Court.  They  have 
laid  in  a  Provifion  of  feveral  Cheeles,  and  of  Coals, 
for  which  they  have  coaveiiient  Places.  Atprefent, 
as  far  as  1  can  perceive,  it  may  be  calVd  rather  an 
Alms'houfey  than  a  Worhhoufe  ^  thofe  who  are  able  to 
worhy  do  not  care  to  come  into  it,  becaufe  of  the 
Co':ftnement  to  v/hich  ..they  muft  then  be  fubjed: : 
For  it  is  an  Order  o[  the  Houfe,  not  to  fuffer  thofe 
who  come  into  Ic  for  Mauicenance,  or  for  Work,  to 
go  out,  or  to  ramble  Abroad  to  beg,  as  they  us'd 
to  do.  They  are  kept  cloie  to  their  Work  and 
Bufinefs,  which  is  the  Rcafon  why  they  have  fo 
few  in  the  Houfe,  notwithflanding  they  are  fo  well 
provided  for  with  Keceffaries.  For  they  give  no 
Collection  now  to  any,  as  they  did  formerly.  They 
have  taken  upon  them  to  provide  either  Maintenance 
or  Work  for  their  Poor,  viz.,  fuch  of  them  as  want 
work.  But  there  is  little  Danger  of  that.  For  poor 
People  are  now  generally  got  into  the  Way  of  fpinning 
Jerfey,  which  turns  to  a  good  Account,  for  they  can 
have  ready  Money  for  their  Work,  and  fome  earn 
6  d.  per  Day  at  leaft,  if  they  can  fpin  well,  and  are 
diligent  at  it. 

Cirencefter, 
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Cirencefter,  Glocejlerfhire. 

Sir,  Deccmh^  ^o.  1724, 

THE  Work-houfe  at  this  Place  is  but  in  Emhrio 
as  yet,  and  therefore  you  are  not  to  expe£l  a  par- 
ticular Account  of  it.    All  1  can  lay,  at  prelcnt,  is,  that 
the  Veftry  of  the  Parifh,  in  purfuance  of  the  Powers 
granted  by  a  late  Aft  of  Parliament  on  the  15th  of 
OBober  laft,  made  a  Contrafl:  with  a  fubilantlal  Inha- 
bitant of  the  Town  to  take  the  Care  of  the  Poor  upon 
himfelf  at  Lady-  Day  next  for  three  Years  to  come,  and 
to  allow  him  fifty  Pounds  a  Year,  and  a  Deputy  or 
two  with  not  above  10/.  a  Year  Salary  for  each.     He 
is  by  this  Contraft  impower'd  to  borrow  20D  /.  upon 
Intereft,  with  which  he  is  to  fit  up  Chefterton-Houfe^ 
(being  an  old  Subftantial,  large  Houfe  adjoyning  to 
the  Town,  not  in  it)  with  a  little  Barn  thereto  be- 
longing, and  Part  of  che  Court  or  Eackfide  for  aWork- 
houfe,  being  given  to  the  Pariih  by  a  Perfon  of  Qua- 
lity  for  this  Purpofe  :  And  when  fitted  up,  this  Un- 
dertaker is  to  receive  all  the  Poor,  who  receive  Col- 
leftion  of  the  Parifh  into  it  \  He  is  to  be  their  Pv'iafcer, 
and  is  to  provide  all  neceffary  Tools  and  Utenfils  foj 
employing  them,   in  the  Woollen  and  Yarn  Mana- 
faclure,  being  the  proper  Bufmefs  of  this  Town,  and 
to  Sell  the  Work  when  done  ^    He  is  to  Buy  in  all 
neceffary  Provifions   and   Houfehold  Goods  for  the 
Houfe,  and  Apparel  for  the  Poor  in  it. 

The  Overleers  of  the  Poor^  and  their  SuccefTors^ 
are  to  ceafe  paying  the  Poor,  during  the  faid  three 
Years,  and  to  pay  all  fuch  Rates  as  flnll  be  collected 
in  that  time  into  his  Hands,  who  is  to  accoun::  with 
the  Pariih  at  a  Veftry  every  fix  Weeks.  The  Rates 
in  1723.  amounted  to  650/.  tho"  the  Town  was  as 
h-ealthy  as  ever,  and  Wages  feldom  higher. 

P  Bifcitef; 
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Bifciter,  Oxfordjlnre. 

Si  e,  June  19.  1725. 

LAST  Summer  I  gave  you  an  Account  of  the 
Tniftees  agreeing  to  Employ  the  Children  of 
the  Charity  School  at  this  Place,  in  fome  iifeful  La^- 
bour  befides  their  Learning  ^  but  this  Defign  was 
then  laid  afide,  thro'  the  Miftake  or  Obftinacy  of 
the  Children's  Parents. 

I  am  now  to  acquaint  you  with  fome  further  Pro- 
ceedings in  the  fame  Affair. 

A  Gentleman  in  this  Keiglibourhood,  who  fub- 
fcribes  very  largely  to  the  School,  declared,  that  un- 
lefs  the  Children  were  emplcy'd  in  fome  Sort  of 
Work,  to  accuftom  them  to  Labour,  he  would  v/ith- 
draw  his  Subfcription. 

Upon  hearing  of  this,  the  Treafurer  call'd  a 
Meeting  of  the  Truftees,  and  reported  the  Matter 
to  them,  and,  after  Debate,  it  was  agreed,  the  Chil- 
dren ihould  be  em.ploy'd  in  Spinning  Jerfey.  A 
Woollen  Garter-Weaver  in  the  Town  was  lent  for, 
and  he  agreed  to  fupply  them  with  Work  ^  a  Per- 
fon  is  fix'd  on  to  learn  them  to  Spin-,  Utenfils  are 
bought,  and  they  have  jufl  now  made  a  Begin- 
ning. 

I T  is  proposed,  that  they  fhall  work  only  the 
School  Hours,  and  fix  Boys  to.  work  one  Day  in 
a  Week,  and  the  next  Day  fix  others,  and  fo  on. 
This,  Sir,  is  the  faireft  Account  1  can  at  prcfent  re- 
late •,  and  I  hope  fuch  Examples  may  prove  of  pub- 
Jick  Ufe. 


Beverly, 
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Beverly,  Yorl^/Jme. 

Sir,  "j^mary  12.  172^. 

IN  anfwer  to  your  Enquiry,  I  am  to  in!x)rm  you,  that 
the  Children  of  the  Charity  School  of  this  Place 
are  employ 'd  in  Sfinnlng  Tarn  ,  the  Benefit  of  which 
will  appear  by  the  following  Account. 

The  beft  Spinners  earn  Two-pence  HaF-penny  a 
Day,  by  Spinning  five  Hanks  each  Day  :  The  other 
Spinners  fpin,  fome  four  Hanks,  fome  three,  the 
Learners  about  two  in  a  Day.  Each  Hank  is  a 
Half-penny  Spinning. 

The  Wool  is  forted  two  Ways,  viz.-  into  Fine  and 
Baq^gin.  The  Fine  is  Spun  to  about  32  or  33  Hanks 
in  a  Pound,  of  which  4  Pound  and  a  half  make  a 
Grofe;  the  R^^ggln  is  fpun  to  about  24  Hanks  in  a 
Pound  •,  of  which  fix  Pound  make  a  Grofe :  And  the 
Grofes  at  prefent  are  Sold  at  12^.  9^.  each.  Four 
Pound  and  a  half  of  Comb'd  Wool,  at  i  j.  4  d.  fer 
Pound,  come  to  fix  Shillings,  and  thefe  Pounds,  when 
fpun,  make  a  Grofe  of  Yarn,  which  Sold  at  \i  s.  ^d. 
there  is  fix  Shillings  and  Nine-pence  Profit  in  each 
Grofe. 


P  2  An 


(  ic8) 

iin  Abilrad  of  the  Ad  of 
the  9th  of  King  GEORGE, 

Entituled,  An  JB  for  amend- 
ing the  Lam  relating  to  the  Set- 
tlement^    Imployment^  and  Keltef 
of  the  Toon 

^1  ^  H  E  Church- Wardens  and  Overfeers  of  the  Poor 
-s-  of  any  Parifli,  with  the  Confent  of  the  Major 
Part  of  the  Parifnioners,  in  Veftry,  or  other  piibHck 
Meeting  for  that  purpofe  aiTembied,  upon  uliial  no- 
tice given,  may  purchafe  or  hire  any  Houfe  or  Houfes 
in  the  Pariih  or  Place,  and  Contract  with  Perfons  for 
the  Lodging,  Keeping  and  Employing  of  poor  Per- 
fons •,  and  there  they  are  to  keep  them,  and  take 
the  Benefit  of  their  Work  and  Labour,  for  the  better 
Maintenance  and  Relief  of  fuch  Perfons.  And  in  Cafe 
any  poor  Perfon  fliall  refufe  to  be  Lodg'd,  Kept  and 
M'xintain'd  in  fuch  Houfe  or  Houles,  fuch  Perfon  ihall 
bv-  put  out  of  the  Pariih  Books,  and  not  entituled  to 
Relief. 

Where  Parifhes  are  fmall,  two  or  more  of  fuch 
Parifhes,  with  the  Approbation  of  a  Juftice  of  Peace, 
may  unite  in  Purchaling  or  Hiring  Houfes  for  the 
Purpofes  aforefaid.  And  Church- Wardens,  Cy-c.  of 
one  Pariih,  with  the  Confent  of  the  Major  Part  of 
the  Pariihioners,  may  contra^  with  the  Church- War- 
dens, CT^-^.  of  any  other  Parifn,  for  the  Lodging  and 
Maintenance  of  the  Poor. 

But  no  poor  Pericns,  or  their  Apprentices,  Chil- 
dren, &c,  ihall  require  a  Settlement  in  the  Pariili^ 
Town,  or  Place  to  which  they  Ihall  be  removed,  by 
Virtue  of  this  A£l. 

Note,  This  is  a  General  Law%  and  extends  to  all 
EfiHand^  Form 


(  ^09  ) 


Form  of  a  ContrdI:  for  Lodging  and 
Maintenance  of  ^oor,  hy  Virtue 
of  the  Statute  9.  GEORGE. 

MEmorandum.  It  is  Contra£led  this  Day,  &c.  in  the 
Year,  &c.  between  A.  B.  and  C  D.  Church- 
Wardens,  and  £.  F.  and  G.H.  Overfeers  of  the  Poor  of 
the  Pariih  of,C^r.  and  J. A*.  andZ.  yl/.&c.  Yeoinen,tnat 
they  thefaid  y.  7c.  and  L.  M.  or  one  of  them,  Hiall  and 
will,  during  the  fpace  of,  &c.  next  coming,  at  their, 
ox  one  of  their  own  proper  Colds  and  Charges,  in  the 
Houfe  of,  &c.  find,  provide  and  allow,  or  caule  to  be 
found,  provided  and  allowed,  unto  and  for  N-  0.  P.  jg. 
jP.  5.  &c.  poor  Perfons  of  the  Pariili  of,  c^c,  aforefaid, 
fufficient  Lodging,  Meat,  Drink,  and  all  other  Things 
necelTary  for  their,  and  every  of  their  Keeping  and 
Maintenance :  They^  the  laid  J.  K-  and  L.  M.  bc'ng 
paid  and  allow'd  by  them  the  faid  A'  B.  C  D.  E.  F.  &c. 
the  Church- Wardens  and  Overfeers  of,  c^c.  aforefaid, 
the  Weekly  Sum  of,  &c.  for  the  fame ;  which  they, 
the  faid  A.  B.C,  D.  F.  F.  &c.  do  hereby  Covenant,  for 
Themfelves  and  their  SuccelTors,  well  and  truly  to  pay, 
or  caufe  to  be  paid  to  the  faid  J.  IC  and  L.  M,  as  the 
fame  fljall  become  due  :  Or  that  they,  the  faid  J,  A'. 
and  L.  M-  be  allow'd  the  Work,  Labour,  and  Ser- 
vice of  them  the  faid  N-  O.  P.  jg.,  R,  S.  &c.  vr-m  tiire 
to  time,  in  fuch  Work  and  Labour  as  they  i  e  fuid 
J.  A',  and  L,  M.  fhall  think  fit  to  employ  them  about. 

In  WitnefSf  &c. 


AN 


(no) 


A    N 


A  Iphabetical   LIST 


O   F 


WOR¥^'HOUSES, 

Moft  of  which  have  been  lately  fet  up  in 
the  undermentioned  Counties. 

^'bofe  ixhich  refer  to  any  Tage,  have  an  Account  given  of 
tbera  in  this  Book.  'Thofe  -which  have  this  Mark  '^ pre- 
fix'dy  are  Charity-Schools/or  Work  and  Labour. 


'BEBfo^BOjire. 


AMpthill 


St.Cuthbert^ 
St.  Mary       S- 


Bigglefwade 

Cranfield 

Kempfton 

Layghton 

LIdlington 

LutOQ 


—  79 


ShefFord  cum  Compton 

Steventon 

Turvey 


•85 


*  Blewbury 

Agmondelham 
Ailesbury 
Alheton  Clenton 
Buckingham 

Hanflope  — •*■ 

Lavington 
Newport-Pagnell 
North  Crowle 
Olney  ■■ 

Wingrave 
Winllow 


^ag. 


78 
77 


74 


Cam- 


( "I ) 


camlu-ingcaiirc 


Chateris 

Ely 

Mcrfhe 

Wisbech 

Wittlefea 


Det)onQiire. 


Exeter 
*  PI i mouth 
Tiverton 


clTo;- 


i:)frtfo2t)a)ire. 

Abbotts  Langley 

St.  Alban's  -    '  ■■  — 

Aldenham 

Arnum 

jBerkhamftcad 

Chcllon 

Gubbings 

Hatfield 


Hemel-hempftead 

Hertford  ■ 

Hitchin 


St.  Stephen's,  near  St.  Al- 

ban's  '  ■ 

Stevenage 
Tring 

Ware  «' 

Watford 


} 


^5 


^4 
72 

70 


^3 


Baddow 
Billerica 
Braintree 

Brentwood  " — 

Bark'ng,  /i///r/Bury-king 

Chelmsrbrd ■      - 

Colchester 

Eppin 

Fobbin 

Grayes 

Harlow 

Hatfield  Broad-Oak 

Hornchurch 

Maldon 

Rumford 

Saxfield 

Southminfter 

Springfield 

Wirtham 

Writtle 


©louctflerQjirc. 


Cirencefler 
Stroud 


57 
51 
60 

58 


54 
57 
53 


Ecnt. 

Afliford 
Chatham 

*  Greenwich  Girls  School —  -54 
Greenwich  Workhoufe  3  i 

Maidftone 33 

Rochester,  two  Houfes 

*  Stroud  ' 36 

lancaOjirc- 

*  Leverpoole 

Lcirffffrfl^itc 

Harborough  ■  103 


Lutterworth 


t.  Margaret^ 
t.  Martin      ^  — 
Mary      j 


ox 


los 


tincclndjire. 

*  Stamford 


(  iiO 


95iMe[ff. 


ic 


r*  Bifliopfgate-ftreet i 

St.  Giles  Cripplegate  1 
within  J 

St.  Giles  Cripplegate  1    ^ 
without ' '  i 


St.MajyWhitechappel—  9 

Limehoufe    —  13 

Mile  -  End,    7  _ 

>^^\  Old-Town— f^ 

g^l^Ratcliff 16 

,  ^  D:|  L  Wapping 12 

LOO 

St.Gilcs  in  the  Fields  21 
*  Grey  .  Coat-Hof- I 


\S; 


c 


pital  • ~" 

*  St.   James  Weft 

minfter '— 

St.  Martin  in  thel  . 


:}- 


^      ^-    Fields 

Erfield 

Harrow  on  the  Hill 


r 


bid. 


490?f0l^. 


Lynn 


5i5o?tljamptonfl)ire. 


All  Saints 
St.  Peter 


'"  92 
-90 


*  Artleborough  — — •  94 

Barton 

Daventry 
Denfehanger 

*  Findon,  dim  Thingdon    96 
Grundon 

*  Kettcrir  i 


JL    ^    «  <4-( 

Oundle 

Peterborough 

Rowell 

Stanford 

Towcefter 

Wellingborough 

Yarley  Haftings 


^  Blceuer ic6 

*  Oxford,    ^t.   Peter's  7 
Parilh,  Girls  School         J, 

Bristol 

Suffolk. 

Mildenhall 

ailaitDicfeGjice. 

Coventry 

*  Salisbury 

aicneflerfl&ite- 

Worcester 

foifefljire. 

*  Beverley  '  *  107 
♦Hull 


FINIS. 


^siis  • 


m 
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